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Unit 1 Importance of Sentence Elements 
 

� Parts of speech can help to tell the usage of a word, but it doesn’t mean 

it must be able to tell the word order. 
 

For examples, a noun can be a subject or an object. If the noun works 

as a subject, it comes at the beginning of a sentence. If the noun works 

as an object, it comes at the end. 
 

Instead, sentence elements can help to tell the word order 
 

1) She is very pretty (subject) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih  hóu  leng  hóu  leng  hóu  leng  hóu  leng    
  she       very    pretty 

� “kéuih: she” here is a pronoun. 

“kéuih” works as a “subject” and therefore it is put at the beginning of 

the sentence  
 

2) Her mum beat her (object) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih mâkéuih mâkéuih mâkéuih mâ----mìh dá  mìh dá  mìh dá  mìh dá  kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    
 her      mum    beat   her 

� “kéuih: her” here is also a pronoun. 

“kéuih” works as a “object” and therefore it is put at the end of the 

sentence  

    
3) We have meal at 5:00 (adverbial) 

____________________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih  deih  deih  deih  çgçgçgçg----dímdímdímdím   sihk   sihk   sihk   sihk----faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    
      we         5:00       eat    rice 

� “5:00” is a noun (time word), since it works as an adverb (adverb of 

time) to modife the verb “eat”. it has to come before “eat”. 
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4) They go to Central (object) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih heui deih heui deih heui deih heui JûngJûngJûngJûng----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn        
   they        go      Central 

� “Jung-Wàahn” is a noun (place word), since it works as an object 

(object of the action “go: heui”), it has to come after the action “go: 

heui” 
 

5) They are shopping in Central (adverbial) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih hái Jûnghái Jûnghái Jûnghái Jûng----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn máaih máaih máaih máaih----yéhyéhyéhyéh    
   they        at     Central        buy    stuff 

� “Jung-Wàahn” is a noun (place word), since it form with “at: hái” to 

works as an adverb (adverb of place), it has to come before the action/ 

verb “go: heui” it modifys 
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Unit 2 Definitions of Sentence Elements 
 

There are 6 elements of a sentences in total: 
 

1. Subject 

The subject in a Cantonese sentence is the topictopictopictopic talked about. 
 

2. Predicate 

The predicate tells what is said about the subjectsaid about the subjectsaid about the subjectsaid about the subject 
 

3. Object 
The sentence element that is governed by a verb and denotes a person, 

thing or place that receives the actionsreceives the actionsreceives the actionsreceives the actions of verb is called an object. 

An object is usually placed after a verb. 
 

4. Attribute 

The sentence element that modifies a nounmodifies a nounmodifies a nounmodifies a noun or nominal phrase and 

expresses the quality, state, quantity or category of the person or thing 

modified is called an attribute. 
 

5. Adverbial 

The sentence element that modifies a verb or an adjectivemodifies a verb or an adjectivemodifies a verb or an adjectivemodifies a verb or an adjective by 

expressing its time, place, manner, scope, quality, state or degree is 

called an adverbial. 
 

6. Complement 

Complement is a supplementary or explaexplaexplaexplanatory elementnatory elementnatory elementnatory element, which is 

attached to a verb or an adjective. 

It indicates how the action is going on, what its result is, how many 

times or how long it is done, or what degree or extent a quality or state 

of things reaches. 
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Unit 3 Basic Rules for Word Order 
 

1. By logical sequence 

� If you don’t know what word order you have to use, just put the order 

in the way you are used to. Usually you will be correct as basically 

most languages are in logical sequence.  
 

1) She has money  

____________________________________________ 

kéuih yáuh chínkéuih yáuh chínkéuih yáuh chínkéuih yáuh chín    
  she    has   money                                       

 

2) She will buy a piano 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  wúih máaih  yâtkéuih  wúih máaih  yâtkéuih  wúih máaih  yâtkéuih  wúih máaih  yât----ga  gongga  gongga  gongga  gong----kàhmkàhmkàhmkàhm    
   she      will   buy        1 MW        piano       

 

3) He is going to go to Central (He goes to Central) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih heui Jûngkéuih heui Jûngkéuih heui Jûngkéuih heui Jûng----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn    
   he    go       Central                                      

 

4) She has $3.5  

____________________________________________ 

kéuih yáuh sâamkéuih yáuh sâamkéuih yáuh sâamkéuih yáuh sâam----gogogogo----bunbunbunbun    
   she   has        $3.5                                    

 

5) He is going to Wanchai to buy flowers 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih heui Wâankéuih heui Wâankéuih heui Wâankéuih heui Wâan----Jái  máaih  fâJái  máaih  fâJái  máaih  fâJái  máaih  fâ    
 he      go    Wanchai       buy    flowers 

 

6) They are students 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih haih hohkdeih haih hohkdeih haih hohkdeih haih hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    
  they         be        students  
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2. Modifier comes before what it modifies 
 

(1) Attributive modifies a nounAttributive modifies a nounAttributive modifies a nounAttributive modifies a noun    

1) a big apple 

____________________________________________ 

yâtyâtyâtyât----go   go   go   go   daaihdaaihdaaihdaaih   pìhng   pìhng   pìhng   pìhng----gwógwógwógwó    
  1  MW     big           apple                 

 

2) They are good friends 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih  haih  deih  haih  deih  haih  deih  haih  hóuhóuhóuhóu  pàhng  pàhng  pàhng  pàhng----yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    
    they         are     good        friends                      

 

3) Chinese (people) 

____________________________________________ 

JûngJûngJûngJûng----GwokGwokGwokGwok  yàhn  (“Jûng  yàhn  (“Jûng  yàhn  (“Jûng  yàhn  (“Jûng----Gwok modifies “yàhn”)Gwok modifies “yàhn”)Gwok modifies “yàhn”)Gwok modifies “yàhn”)    
    China        people                                 

 

4) English (language) 

____________________________________________ 

yîngyîngyîngyîng     mán     mán     mán     mán    
English      language 

 

5) Japanese (people) 

____________________________________________ 

yahtyahtyahtyaht----búnbúnbúnbún  yàhn  yàhn  yàhn  yàhn    
 Japan          people                                 

 

6) German (language) 

____________________________________________ 

dâkdâkdâkdâk     mán     mán     mán     mán    
German     language  

 

7) My colleagues (“my” modifies “colleagues”) 

____________________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh   tùhng   tùhng   tùhng   tùhng----sihsihsihsih    
 my        colleagues  
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8) Three books (“three” modifies “books”) 

____________________________________________ 

sâamsâamsâamsâam----búnbúnbúnbún  syû  syû  syû  syû    
  3     MW    books                            

 
 

(2) Adverbial modifies an adjectiveAdverbial modifies an adjectiveAdverbial modifies an adjectiveAdverbial modifies an adjective    

1) He is very lazy 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hóuhóuhóuhóu láahn láahn láahn láahn    
   he   very   lazy                                       

 

2) This clothing is quite nice 

____________________________________________ 

nînînînî----gihn sâam  gihn sâam  gihn sâam  gihn sâam  géigéigéigéi  hóu  hóu  hóu  hóu    
this  MW clothing   quite    nice                                

 

3) It’s really too hot! 

____________________________________________ 

jânjânjânjân----haih  haih  haih  haih  taaitaaitaaitaai  yiht    la  yiht    la  yiht    la  yiht    la    
  really       too     hot      PRT 

 
 

(3) Adverbial modifies a verbAdverbial modifies a verbAdverbial modifies a verbAdverbial modifies a verb    

1) He takes the MTR most of the time 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   dô soudô soudô soudô sou    daap deih    daap deih    daap deih    daap deih----tittittittit    
  he     most of the time     take   MTR 

 

2) He always goes to play 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  sìhngsìhngsìhngsìhng----yahtyahtyahtyaht   heui  wáan   heui  wáan   heui  wáan   heui  wáan    
  he         always         go      play 

 
 

3. Result comes after the action 

� Complement is the results or explanatory of the action 
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1) They have gone for 4 hours 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih  heuideih  heuideih  heuideih  heui----jó  jó  jó  jó  sei go jûngsei go jûngsei go jûngsei go jûng    
   they            gone      4 MW  hours  

 

2) I have left Hong Kong for 3 years 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  lèihngóh  lèihngóh  lèihngóh  lèih----hôi jó  Hêunghôi jó  Hêunghôi jó  Hêunghôi jó  Hêung----Góng Góng Góng Góng sâamsâamsâamsâam----nìhnnìhnnìhnnìhn    
  I        leave    ed      Hong Kong     three years             

 

3) She has left for half an hour 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  jáukéuih  jáukéuih  jáukéuih  jáu----jó  jó  jó  jó  bun go jûngbun go jûngbun go jûngbun go jûng    
  he      leave ed    half MW hour 
 

� “lèih-hôi” must be followed by an object eg. leave Hong Kong, Mary 

leaves Peter.  

“jáu” can not be followed by an object. 
 

4) I have been to Vancouver once 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  heui gwo  Wânngóh  heui gwo  Wânngóh  heui gwo  Wânngóh  heui gwo  Wân----GôGôGôGô----Wàh  Wàh  Wàh  Wàh  yât chiyât chiyât chiyât chi    
  I       go  EXP          Vancouver       1  time                          

 

5) The dolphin jumps up 

____________________________________________ 

jek  hóijek  hóijek  hóijek  hói----tyùhn  tiu  tyùhn  tiu  tyùhn  tiu  tyùhn  tiu  héihéihéihéi    
 MW      dolphin     jump   up                                  

 
 

4. Open Questions 

� They share the same order as the statements 
 

1) Where do you go? 

____________________________________________ 

néih  heui   néih  heui   néih  heui   néih  heui   bîn (douh)bîn (douh)bîn (douh)bîn (douh)    a?    a?    a?    a?    
you       go        where          PRT? 
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2) What did you bought? 

____________________________________________ 

néih   máaih jó  néih   máaih jó  néih   máaih jó  néih   máaih jó  mât yéhmât yéhmât yéhmât yéh  a?  a?  a?  a?    
 you        buy   ed      what    PRT? 

 

3) How much is it? 

____________________________________________ 

nînînînî----go   go   go   go   géi  chíngéi  chíngéi  chíngéi  chín   a?   a?   a?   a?    
this MW    how    money   PRT? 

 

4) How about you? 

____________________________________________ 

néih   néih   néih   néih   dímdímdímdím   a?   a?   a?   a?    
you       how    PRT? 

 
 

5. Yes/No questions 

� A-not-A format 
 

1) Will you buy?(Do you buy) 

____________________________________________ 

néih  néih  néih  néih  máaih ¬h máaihmáaih ¬h máaihmáaih ¬h máaihmáaih ¬h máaih   a?      or   a?      or   a?      or   a?      or    
 you      buy   not    buy     PRT?     

néih  néih  néih  néih  wúih  ¬h  wúih  máaihwúih  ¬h  wúih  máaihwúih  ¬h  wúih  máaihwúih  ¬h  wúih  máaih   a?    a?    a?    a?     
 you     will     not     will      buy      PRT?     

� (using “wúih ¬h wúih” here shows more emphasis on the willingness 

of “buying”) 
 

2) Is he tall? 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  gôu ¬h gôugôu ¬h gôugôu ¬h gôugôu ¬h gôu   ga?   ga?   ga?   ga?    
  he      tall  not   tall     PRT?                                  

 

3) Do you have money? 

____________________________________________ 

 néih    néih    néih    néih   yáuh  móuh    chínyáuh  móuh    chínyáuh  móuh    chínyáuh  móuh    chín    a?    a?    a?    a?    
  you        have   not have       money    PRT 
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4) Do you have small change? 

____________________________________________ 

néih   néih   néih   néih   yáuh  móuh    sáanyáuh  móuh    sáanyáuh  móuh    sáanyáuh  móuh    sáan----jíjíjíjí    a?    a?    a?    a?    
 you       have   not have    small change    PRT 

� The subject “you: néih” is usually understood and can be skipped.  
 

5) Is he your husband? 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   haih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haihhaih ¬h haih  néih  sîn  néih  sîn  néih  sîn  néih  sîn----sâang  a?sâang  a?sâang  a?sâang  a?    
  he         is   not    is      your     husband    PRT? 

 

6) How about this one? 

____________________________________________ 

nî go   nî go   nî go   nî go   hóu ¬h hóuhóu ¬h hóuhóu ¬h hóuhóu ¬h hóu   a?   a?   a?   a?    
this MW    good not  good    PRT? 
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Unit 4 Positions of Different Elements 
 

1. Subject 
 

� Subject is the topic talked about 
 

(1) Subject is at the beginningSubject is at the beginningSubject is at the beginningSubject is at the beginning    
 

1) She likes the doll 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    jûng yi  go  gûng jái    jûng yi  go  gûng jái    jûng yi  go  gûng jái    jûng yi  go  gûng jái    
 she          like       MW     doll 

 

2) The weather is fine 

____________________________________________ 

tîntîntîntîn----heiheiheihei  hóu  hóu  hóu  hóu  hóu  hóu  hóu  hóu    
weather    very    fine/good 

  

3) Here’s $150 

____________________________________________ 

nînînînî----douhdouhdouhdouh  yât  yât  yât  yât----baak çgbaak çgbaak çgbaak çg----sahp mân  (baak çg mân)sahp mân  (baak çg mân)sahp mân  (baak çg mân)sahp mân  (baak çg mân)    
  here       1  hundred   50      dollars   (short form of $150) 

  

4) Happiness can’t be bought by money 

____________________________________________ 

hôi sâmhôi sâmhôi sâmhôi sâm  haih  ¬h hó  haih  ¬h hó  haih  ¬h hó  haih  ¬h hó----yíh  yuhng chín máaih  geyíh  yuhng chín máaih  geyíh  yuhng chín máaih  geyíh  yuhng chín máaih  ge    
  happy       be     not   can        use    money  buy     PRT 

 

5) Today is Tuesday 

____________________________________________ 

gâm yahtgâm yahtgâm yahtgâm yaht haih sîng haih sîng haih sîng haih sîng----kèihkèihkèihkèih----yihyihyihyih    
  

6) He is very stubborn 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih   hóu    gu   hóu    gu   hóu    gu   hóu    gu----jâpjâpjâpjâp    
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7) He is watching TV 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih   tái gán   dihn   tái gán   dihn   tái gán   dihn   tái gán   dihn----sihsihsihsih    
  my      watch ing       TV 

 

8) He is Australian 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih haih Ou haih Ou haih Ou haih Ou----Jâu yàhnJâu yàhnJâu yàhnJâu yàhn    
  

9) He scolds her 

____________________________________________ 

kkkkéuihéuihéuihéuih   laauh   kéuih   laauh   kéuih   laauh   kéuih   laauh   kéuih    
 

10) Who has come? 

____________________________________________ 

bînbînbînbîn----gogogogo làih làih làih làih----jó a?jó a?jó a?jó a?    
 

11) Swimming is good to health  

____________________________________________ 

yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh----séuiséuiséuiséui deui  sân deui  sân deui  sân deui  sân----tái  hóu hóu tái  hóu hóu tái  hóu hóu tái  hóu hóu     
 swimming     to       body       very good 

 

12) Travel has to spend lots of money  

____________________________________________ 

léuihléuihléuihléuih----hàhnghàhnghàhnghàhng  yiu yuhng  hóu  yiu yuhng  hóu  yiu yuhng  hóu  yiu yuhng  hóu----dô chín dô chín dô chín dô chín     
  travel          have to  use       much   money 

 

13) This book is mine 

____________________________________________ 

nî bún  syûnî bún  syûnî bún  syûnî bún  syû  haih  ngóh ge  haih  ngóh ge  haih  ngóh ge  haih  ngóh ge    
this MW    book    is         mine     

 

14) Today is Christmas 

____________________________________________ 

gâmgâmgâmgâm----yahtyahtyahtyaht  haih  Sing  haih  Sing  haih  Sing  haih  Sing----DaanDaanDaanDaan----JitJitJitJit    
  today          is        Christmas 
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(2) Subject comes after the time adverbial Subject comes after the time adverbial Subject comes after the time adverbial Subject comes after the time adverbial     

� Time adverbial can be placed between the subject and the verb or even 

before the subject.  

Usually, if the time adverbial is long, people always place it before the 

subject. It is because the sentence won’t be so clumsy. 
 

1) I will go the New Zealand next month, 

____________________________________________ 

hahhahhahhah----go yuhtgo yuhtgo yuhtgo yuht, ngóh wúih heui  Náu, ngóh wúih heui  Náu, ngóh wúih heui  Náu, ngóh wúih heui  Náu----SâiSâiSâiSâi----LàahnLàahnLàahnLàahn    
next  MW  month,  I     will    go       New Zealand 

� Of course, one can also put “hah-go-yuht” after the subject “ngóh”. 
 

2) On the fifteenth of next month, they will go to travel 

____________________________________________ 

hahhahhahhah----go yuht sahpgo yuht sahpgo yuht sahpgo yuht sahp----çgh houhçgh houhçgh houhçgh houh,  kéuih,  kéuih,  kéuih,  kéuih----deih  wúih heuideih  wúih heuideih  wúih heuideih  wúih heui    
next  MW month     15     number,        they         will    go 

léuihléuihléuihléuih----hàhnghàhnghàhnghàhng    
   travel 

 

3) Tomorrow, I will visit my friends 

____________________________________________ 

tîngtîngtîngtîng----yahtyahtyahtyaht,  ngóh  wúih ta,  ngóh  wúih ta,  ngóh  wúih ta,  ngóh  wúih taam  ngóh  pàhngam  ngóh  pàhngam  ngóh  pàhngam  ngóh  pàhng----yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    
 

4) On Mother’s day, our family had meal together 

____________________________________________ 

MóuhMóuhMóuhMóuh----ChânChânChânChân----JitJitJitJit1111,  ngóh,  ngóh,  ngóh,  ngóh----deih  ûkdeih  ûkdeih  ûkdeih  ûk----kéikéikéikéi----yàhn  yâtyàhn  yâtyàhn  yâtyàhn  yât----chàihchàihchàihchàih    
   mother     festival ,     our          family  people      together  

sihksihksihksihk----faahn  faahn  faahn  faahn      
 eat    rice 

 

5) I will go to study in Canada later 
(Later, I will go to Canada to study) 

____________________________________________ 

                                                 
1 m°uh-ch≤n is the Chinese form of mother, usually Hong Kong people say “m≤ 

m≠h” for mother. 
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chìhchìhchìhchìh----dîdîdîdî,  ngóh wúih heui  Gâ,  ngóh wúih heui  Gâ,  ngóh wúih heui  Gâ,  ngóh wúih heui  Gâ----NàhNàhNàhNàh----Daaih  duhkDaaih  duhkDaaih  duhkDaaih  duhk----syûsyûsyûsyû    
  later,       I      will   go         Canada              study 

 
 
 

(3) Subject comesSubject comesSubject comesSubject comes after the prepositional phrase  after the prepositional phrase  after the prepositional phrase  after the prepositional phrase 

(adverbial)(adverbial)(adverbial)(adverbial)    

� Very often, prepositional phrase ( preposition + noun) placed after the 

subject. Just in certain situation, it may also be put before the subject. 

For example, for prepositional phrase with place word, defining the 

action in a certain place, it may also be placed before the subject. 

Usually if the prepositional phrase is longer, the higher chance that 

people would like to put them before the subject. 

 
1) At the company, he is responsible for typing 

____________________________________________ 

hái gûnghái gûnghái gûnghái gûng----sîsîsîsî,  kéuih haih  fuh,  kéuih haih  fuh,  kéuih haih  fuh,  kéuih haih  fuh----jaak  dájaak  dájaak  dájaak  dá---- jih    ge. jih    ge. jih    ge. jih    ge.    
at     company,    he     be     responsible   type characters  PRT 
Again, of course one can also put the “hái gûng-sî” after the subject “kéuih” 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hái gûnghái gûnghái gûnghái gûng----sîsîsîsî  haih  fuh  haih  fuh  haih  fuh  haih  fuh----jaajaajaajaak  dák  dák  dák  dá---- jih    ge. jih    ge. jih    ge. jih    ge.    
 

2) At the school, he is good boy. However at home, he is very naughty  

____________________________________________ 

háiháiháihái    hohkhohkhohkhohk----haauhhaauhhaauhhaauh, kéuih haih yât, kéuih haih yât, kéuih haih yât, kéuih haih yât----go gwâai hohkgo gwâai hohkgo gwâai hohkgo gwâai hohk----sâang,sâang,sâang,sâang,    
 at      school,              he   be   a  MW   nice     student 

daaihdaaihdaaihdaaih----hhhhaih  aih  aih  aih  háiháiháihái    ûkûkûkûk----kéikéikéikéi,  kéuih  jauh   hóu yáih,  kéuih  jauh   hóu yáih,  kéuih  jauh   hóu yáih,  kéuih  jauh   hóu yáih    
    but          at   family,       he    EMPHASIS  very naughty 

 

3) In order to earn more money, he has part-time jobs 

____________________________________________ 

waih jówaih jówaih jówaih jó    jaahn dôjaahn dôjaahn dôjaahn dô----dî chíndî chíndî chíndî chín,  kéuih jouh   gîm,  kéuih jouh   gîm,  kéuih jouh   gîm,  kéuih jouh   gîm----jîkjîkjîkjîk    
   for      earn   more  money,     he     do     concurrent job 

 

4) In here, she is happier 

____________________________________________ 

háiháiháihái    nî douhnî douhnî douhnî douh,  kéuih  hôi,  kéuih  hôi,  kéuih  hôi,  kéuih  hôi----sâm  dîsâm  dîsâm  dîsâm  dî    
at     here,        she       happy     more 
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or 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  háiháiháihái    nî douhnî douhnî douhnî douh  hôi  hôi  hôi  hôi----sâm  dîsâm  dîsâm  dîsâm  dî    
 

5) In Hong Kong, many houses are very small 

____________________________________________ 

háiháiháihái    HêungHêungHêungHêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng,  hóu dô  ûk  dôu  hóu sai,  hóu dô  ûk  dôu  hóu sai,  hóu dô  ûk  dôu  hóu sai,  hóu dô  ûk  dôu  hóu sai    
 in   Hong    Kong       many   houses   also   very  small 
or 

____________________________________________ 

hóu dô  ûk  hóu dô  ûk  hóu dô  ûk  hóu dô  ûk  háiháiháihái    HêungHêungHêungHêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng,  dôu  hóu sai,  dôu  hóu sai,  dôu  hóu sai,  dôu  hóu sai    
 
 
 

2. Predicate  

� Predicate section tells what is said about the subject. 

Predicate section comes after the subject 

The main verb or adjective is called predicate 

 
1) She always cries 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih   sìhngkéuih   sìhngkéuih   sìhngkéuih   sìhng----yaht   yaht   yaht   yaht   haamhaamhaamhaam    

� Subject:        she = kéuih 

Predicate section:  always cry = sìhng-yaht  haam 

Predicate:       cry = haam 

 
 

2) My younger brother is very foolish/stupid 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh sai lóu  ngóh sai lóu  ngóh sai lóu  ngóh sai lóu   hóu   hóu   hóu   hóu  chéunchéunchéunchéun    

� Subject:     My younger brother = ngóh sai-lóu 

Predicate section: very foolish = hóu chéun 
Predicate:    foolish = chéun 
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3) There are many people in Hong Kong 

____________________________________________ 

HêungHêungHêungHêung----Góng  Góng  Góng  Góng  yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh  hóu dô  yàhn  hóu dô  yàhn  hóu dô  yàhn  hóu dô  yàhn    
  

4) It’s very hot in summer in Hong Kong 

____________________________________________ 

Hêung Góng  ge  hahHêung Góng  ge  hahHêung Góng  ge  hahHêung Góng  ge  hah----tîn  hóu tîn  hóu tîn  hóu tîn  hóu yihtyihtyihtyiht        
 Hong    Kong    ‘s     summer     very  hot 

 

5) She is very fat 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  hóu kéuih  hóu kéuih  hóu kéuih  hóu fèihfèihfèihfèih    
 she      very   fat 
 

6) You(plural) are very lazy  

____________________________________________ 

néih deih  hóu  néih deih  hóu  néih deih  hóu  néih deih  hóu  láahnláahnláahnláahn    
  you         very     lazy 
 

7) He likes eating ice-cream very much 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  hóu  kéuih  hóu  kéuih  hóu  kéuih  hóu  jûngjûngjûngjûng----yiyiyiyi  sihk  syut  sihk  syut  sihk  syut  sihk  syut----gôugôugôugôu    
  he       very     likes      eat     [ice-cream] 

 
 

3. Object 

� Object is the one who receives the action of the verb 

Object comes after the verb 

 
1) They laughed at me 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih siu  deih siu  deih siu  deih siu  ngóhngóhngóhngóh    
     they     laugh   me 

 

2) He said that I’m very diligent 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih wah kéuih wah kéuih wah kéuih wah ngóh hóu kàhnngóh hóu kàhnngóh hóu kàhnngóh hóu kàhn----lihklihklihklihk    
   he   said    I     very   diligent 
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3) You cheat me 

____________________________________________ 

néih âak néih âak néih âak néih âak ngóhngóhngóhngóh    
 
4) He can draw comics 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih sîk waahk  kéuih sîk waahk  kéuih sîk waahk  kéuih sîk waahk  maahnmaahnmaahnmaahn----wáwáwáwá    
   he    can  draw        comics 

 
5) They don’t afraid of being tired  

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih  ¬h pa  deih  ¬h pa  deih  ¬h pa  deih  ¬h pa  gwuihgwuihgwuihgwuih        
   they         not  afraid   tired  

    
  

6) I have to buy text books and exercise books  

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  yiu  máaih  ngóh  yiu  máaih  ngóh  yiu  máaih  ngóh  yiu  máaih  syû   tùhng   bóusyû   tùhng   bóusyû   tùhng   bóusyû   tùhng   bóu        

  I      have to  buy    text books    and     exercises books 

 

7) I am going to Central 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  heui  ngóh  heui  ngóh  heui  ngóh  heui  JûngJûngJûngJûng----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn    
 I        go        Central 

 

8) I’m doing my homework 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  jouhngóh  jouhngóh  jouhngóh  jouh----gán  gán  gán  gán  gûnggûnggûnggûng----fofofofo    
  I        do  ing      homework 

 

9) He killed that man 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  saatkéuih  saatkéuih  saatkéuih  saat----jó   gójó   gójó   gójó   gó----go    go    go    go    yàhn / yányàhn / yányàhn / yányàhn / yán    
  he      kill  ed     that MW(the)    person 
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4. Attributive 

� Attributive modifies a noun or a noun phrase 

Attributive comes before the noun 

Usually between the attributive and the noun, the Linking Particle “ge” 

is used. 
 

1) very cute baby 

____________________________________________ 

hóu dâkhóu dâkhóu dâkhóu dâk----yi geyi geyi geyi ge bìh bìh bìh bìh----bîbîbîbî    
 

2) very interesting book 

_________________________________________ 

hóu hóu tái gehóu hóu tái gehóu hóu tái gehóu hóu tái ge syû syû syû syû    
 very  good  watch LP  book 

 

3) ticket for 9:30 

_________________________________________ 

gáu dím bun gegáu dím bun gegáu dím bun gegáu dím bun ge fêi (where “ge” is the linking particle) fêi (where “ge” is the linking particle) fêi (where “ge” is the linking particle) fêi (where “ge” is the linking particle)    
 

4) a very brave person 

____________________________________________ 

yâtyâtyâtyât----gogogogo    hóu yúhnghóu yúhnghóu yúhnghóu yúhng----gám gegám gegám gegám ge yàhn yàhn yàhn yàhn    
1  MW  very    brave       LP   person 

 

5) three interesting books 

____________________________________________ 

sâamsâamsâamsâam----bún  hóu hóu tái  gebún  hóu hóu tái  gebún  hóu hóu tái  gebún  hóu hóu tái  ge  syû  syû  syû  syû    
 3     MW     very  good read  LP  books 

 

6) very cute puppy 

____________________________________________ 

hóu dâkhóu dâkhóu dâkhóu dâk----yi  geyi  geyi  geyi  ge  gáu  gáu  gáu  gáu----jáijáijáijái    
 very   cute     LP   dog  SUFFIX (baby, son) 

 

7) pretty lady 

____________________________________________ 
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lenglenglengleng néui (“leng” is single syllable, don’t use “ge”) néui (“leng” is single syllable, don’t use “ge”) néui (“leng” is single syllable, don’t use “ge”) néui (“leng” is single syllable, don’t use “ge”)    
 

8) fat guy 

_________________________________________ 

fèihfèihfèihfèih lóu (“fèih” is single syllable, don’t use “ge”) lóu (“fèih” is single syllable, don’t use “ge”) lóu (“fèih” is single syllable, don’t use “ge”) lóu (“fèih” is single syllable, don’t use “ge”)    
 

9) his home  

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih ûk ûk ûk ûk----kéi kéi kéi kéi     
(kinship/belongs to that organization, usually skip “ge”) 

 

10) his daughter 
(“néui” is single syllable, due to balancing the sound, people make it be disyllable) 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih nèuih néui  nèuih néui  nèuih néui  nèuih néui     
(usually for the daughter who is less than 10)  

 

kéuih gokéuih gokéuih gokéuih go néui  néui  néui  néui     
(“go” is the MW and marks for singular) (his daughter) 

 

kéuih dîkéuih dîkéuih dîkéuih dî néui  néui  néui  néui     
(“dî” is the MW and marks for plural) (his daughters) 

 

kéuih gekéuih gekéuih gekéuih ge néui néui néui néui    
(possessive particles “ge” don’t shows it’s singular or plural) 
(his daughter / his daughters) 

 
 

� Whenever the MW is used, no need to use the LP “ge” to show 

possessive 

11) my hand 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh jekngóh jekngóh jekngóh jek sáu (“jek” is MW for hand) sáu (“jek” is MW for hand) sáu (“jek” is MW for hand) sáu (“jek” is MW for hand)    
 

12) this person 

_________________________________________ 

nînînînî----gogogogo yàhn  yàhn  yàhn  yàhn     
 

13) those money 

_________________________________________ 
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gógógógó----dîdîdîdî chín ( “dî” is MW for any plural objects when the exact  chín ( “dî” is MW for any plural objects when the exact  chín ( “dî” is MW for any plural objects when the exact  chín ( “dî” is MW for any plural objects when the exact 

quantity is not know or for uncountable objects)quantity is not know or for uncountable objects)quantity is not know or for uncountable objects)quantity is not know or for uncountable objects)    
 

14) a pen 

_________________________________________ 

yâtyâtyâtyât----jîjîjîjî bât bât bât bât    
 

15) a cup of milk tea 

_________________________________________ 

yât bûiyât bûiyât bûiyât bûi náaih náaih náaih náaih----chàchàchàchàhhhh        
 
 

� The modifier could be a clause 

16) There are not many American who can speak Cantonese 

____________________________________________ 

sîk  góng sîk  góng sîk  góng sîk  góng  Gwóng Gwóng Gwóng Gwóng----DûngDûngDûngDûng----Wá Wá Wá Wá     gegegege        ngoihngoihngoihngoih----gwokgwokgwokgwok----yàhn yàhn yàhn yàhn     
know  speak           Cantonese       LP       foreigner 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----haih hóuhaih hóuhaih hóuhaih hóu----dôdôdôdô    
   not       many 

 

17) Parents like children who are good at school work 

____________________________________________ 

fuhfuhfuhfuh----móuh dôu jûngmóuh dôu jûngmóuh dôu jûngmóuh dôu jûng----yi dî yi dî yi dî yi dî duhkduhkduhkduhk----syû syû syû syû lêk gelêk gelêk gelêk ge sai sai sai sai----mânmânmânmân----jáijáijáijái    
  parent      also     like   MW    study  smart LP     children 

 

18) In the mainland, many scholars doing research jobs get very low 
salaries 

____________________________________________ 

hái Jûnghái Jûnghái Jûnghái Jûng----Gwok, hóuGwok, hóuGwok, hóuGwok, hóu----dô dô dô dô jouh yìhnjouh yìhnjouh yìhnjouh yìhn----gau gegau gegau gegau ge hohk hohk hohk hohk----jé jé jé jé     
 in      Chinese,       many   do     research   LP   scholars 

dôu  dâk   hóudôu  dâk   hóudôu  dâk   hóudôu  dâk   hóu----síu  yàhnsíu  yàhnsíu  yàhnsíu  yàhn----gûnggûnggûnggûng    
also   have only    little          salary  

 

19) Hong Kong is a city that many people like it 

____________________________________________ 

HêungHêungHêungHêung----Góng  haih yâtGóng  haih yâtGóng  haih yâtGóng  haih yât----go go go go hóuhóuhóuhóu----dô yàdô yàdô yàdô yàhnhnhnhn        
   Hong Kong        be    1  MW  many    people 
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dôu jûngdôu jûngdôu jûngdôu jûng----yi geyi geyi geyi ge sìhng sìhng sìhng sìhng----síhsíhsíhsíh    
 also    like   LP   city 

 

20) You are just a person that know how to eat but don’t know how to 
work. 

____________________________________________ 

néih  jingnéih  jingnéih  jingnéih  jing----yat  haih go  yat  haih go  yat  haih go  yat  haih go  sîk  sihk fsîk  sihk fsîk  sihk fsîk  sihk faahnaahnaahnaahn,,,,    
 you       just        be   MW   know   eat  rice 

¬h sîk  jouh yéh  ge¬h sîk  jouh yéh  ge¬h sîk  jouh yéh  ge¬h sîk  jouh yéh  ge  daaih  faahn  daaih  faahn  daaih  faahn  daaih  faahn----túngtúngtúngtúng    
don’t know    do  thing   LP     big       rice   bucket 

 
 
 

5. Adverbial 

� Adverbial modifies the verb or the adjective 

It comes before the verb or the adjective 
 

1) very clever 

____________________________________________ 

hóuhóuhóuhóu chûng chûng chûng chûng----mìhngmìhngmìhngmìhng    
 

2) She’s very arrogant and so no one like her 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih hóukéuih hóukéuih hóukéuih hóu jih jih jih jih----daaih sódaaih sódaaih sódaaih só----yíh móuh yàhn jûngyíh móuh yàhn jûngyíh móuh yàhn jûngyíh móuh yàhn jûng----yi kéuihyi kéuihyi kéuihyi kéuih    
  she   very   arrogant   therefore   no     one      like     her 

 

3) I also went 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh dôudôudôudôu heui heui heui heui    
 

4) always yawn 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh chàhmngóh chàhmngóh chàhmngóh chàhm----yaht móuh fahnyaht móuh fahnyaht móuh fahnyaht móuh fahn----gaau, gaau, gaau, gaau,     
  I         yesterday    didn’t    sleep 

só yíh gâmsó yíh gâmsó yíh gâmsó yíh gâm----yaht yaht yaht yaht sìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yaht dá dá dá dá----haamhaamhaamhaam----louhlouhlouhlouh    
 therefore   today      always         yawn 
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5) Sometimes, he has to do overtime 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh----sìhsìhsìhsìh   yiu   gâ   yiu   gâ   yiu   gâ   yiu   gâ----bâanbâanbâanbâan    
   he       sometimes   have to      OT 

 

6) He seldom offends others 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  hóuhóuhóuhóu----síusíusíusíu  dâk  dâk  dâk  dâk----jeuih yàhnjeuih yàhnjeuih yàhnjeuih yàhn    
   he     very  less       offend     people 

 

7) I’ve just eaten 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh âam âamâam âamâam âamâam âam sihk sihk sihk sihk----jó faahnjó faahnjó faahnjó faahn    
 

8) The child is crossing the road carefully 

_________________________________________ 

go sago sago sago saiiii----mânmânmânmân----jái hóu jái hóu jái hóu jái hóu síusíusíusíu----sâmsâmsâmsâm    gámgámgámgám gwo gwo gwo gwo----gán máhgán máhgán máhgán máh----louh louh louh louh     
MW    child       very   careful   ly     cross ing      road 
 (LP “gám” is used for disyllabic adjectives used as adverbial) 

 

9) You have to study more diligently 

_________________________________________ 

néih yiu néih yiu néih yiu néih yiu kàhnkàhnkàhnkàhn----lihklihklihklihk----dîdîdîdî duhk syû  duhk syû  duhk syû  duhk syû     
(“dî” means “more” here, If ”dî” is used, don’t use the LP “gám”) 

 

10) You should practice more 

_________________________________________ 

néih néih néih néih yîng gôiyîng gôiyîng gôiyîng gôi    dôdôdôdô----dîdîdîdî lihn lihn lihn lihn----jaahpjaahpjaahpjaahp    
 

11) She works in a hospital 

_________________________________________ 

kkkkéuih éuih éuih éuih hái yîhái yîhái yîhái yî----yúnyúnyúnyún fâan gûng  fâan gûng  fâan gûng  fâan gûng     
“place word: yî-yún” should add “at: hái” in front of it to form a prepositional phrase to 
work as an adverbial 

 

12) I will go to Paris in June 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh luhkluhkluhkluhk----yuhtyuhtyuhtyuht heui Bâ Làih heui Bâ Làih heui Bâ Làih heui Bâ Làih    
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13) They will come to my home tomorrow 

_________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih deih deih deih tîngtîngtîngtîng----yahtyahtyahtyaht làih ngóh ûk làih ngóh ûk làih ngóh ûk làih ngóh ûk----kéikéikéikéi    
 

14) I will go to watch movie at 4:30  

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  seiseiseisei----dím bundím bundím bundím bun  heui  tái   hei  heui  tái   hei  heui  tái   hei  heui  tái   hei    
  I           4:30          go    watch  movie 

 

15) I will go to your office at 10:45 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  sahpsahpsahpsahp----dím gáudím gáudím gáudím gáu  heui  néih gûng  heui  néih gûng  heui  néih gûng  heui  néih gûng----sîsîsîsî    
  I           10:45         go     your  company 

 
 
 

6. Complement 

� Complement is an explanatory element that is attached to a verb or an 

adjective. 

It comes after the verb or the adjectives 
 

1) speak very fast 

_________________________________________ 

góng góng góng góng dâkdâkdâkdâk    hóu faaihóu faaihóu faaihóu faai    
speak   LP   very    fast 
Between the verb “góng” and the complement “hóu faai”, usually the linking particle 
“dâk” is used 

 

2) I saw Peter 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh gin  ngóh gin  ngóh gin  ngóh gin  dóudóudóudóu   Peter   Peter   Peter   Peter    
  I    saw  successfully   Peter 

 

3) She answers correctly 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih daap kéuih daap kéuih daap kéuih daap âamâamâamâam    
  she  answer correctly 
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4) He answers incorrectly 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih daap kéuih daap kéuih daap kéuih daap chochochocho    
 

5) I haven’t seen clearly yet 

_________________________________________ 

ngóh  meih  tái  ngóh  meih  tái  ngóh  meih  tái  ngóh  meih  tái  chîngchîngchîngchîng----chóchóchóchó    
  I       not yet   saw       clear 

 

6) Please clean the table 

_________________________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----gôi  maat  gôi  maat  gôi  maat  gôi  maat  gônggônggônggông----jejejejehnghnghnghng  jêung   tói   â  jêung   tói   â  jêung   tói   â  jêung   tói   â    
 please      wipe      clean             MW(the)   table  PRT 

 

7) Your cloth is so dirty, you make the table dirty 

_________________________________________ 

néih faai bou gam wûnéih faai bou gam wûnéih faai bou gam wûnéih faai bou gam wû----jôu, maat jôu, maat jôu, maat jôu, maat wûwûwûwû----jôujôujôujôu jêung  tói  la jêung  tói  la jêung  tói  la jêung  tói  la    
 your MW(the) cloth  so    dirty ,    wipe    dirty    MW(the)  table  PRT 

 

8) We arrived at home 

_________________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih fâan  deih fâan  deih fâan  deih fâan  doudoudoudou  ûk  ûk  ûk  ûk----kéikéikéikéi    
     we      back   to, arrived   home 

 

9) He opened the window 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih  dá       kéuih  dá       kéuih  dá       kéuih  dá       hôihôihôihôi            chêung            chêung            chêung            chêung    
  he     open    arrived at the state of being open   window 

 

10) They walked to the elephant 

_________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih hàahng deih hàahng deih hàahng deih hàahng heuiheuiheuiheui  jek   daaih  jek   daaih  jek   daaih  jek   daaih----bahnbahnbahnbahn----jeuhng douhjeuhng douhjeuhng douhjeuhng douh    
      they      walk      to     MW(the)    big   clumsy  elephant ‘s  place 
(The short form of elephant is just “jeuhng”) 

 

11) She saw me yesterday 

_________________________________________ 
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kéuih  chàhmkéuih  chàhmkéuih  chàhmkéuih  chàhm----yaht   gin  yaht   gin  yaht   gin  yaht   gin  dóudóudóudóu     ngóh    or     ngóh    or     ngóh    or     ngóh    or    

chàhm yaht,  kéuih   gin  chàhm yaht,  kéuih   gin  chàhm yaht,  kéuih   gin  chàhm yaht,  kéuih   gin  dóudóudóudóu     ngóh     ngóh     ngóh     ngóh    
  yesterday,          he       see  successfully    me 

 

12) They sit on the sofa 

_________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih chóh deih chóh deih chóh deih chóh háiháiháihái sô sô sô sô----fá douhfá douhfá douhfá douh    
      they     sit     at  sofa’s  place 

 

13) Go in 

_________________________________________ 

yahp yahp yahp yahp heuiheuiheuiheui        
  in     go    (“heui” shows the direction –away the speaker) 

 

14) She picked up the book 

_________________________________________ 

kéuih  jâp kéuih  jâp kéuih  jâp kéuih  jâp héihéihéihéi     bún   syû     bún   syû     bún   syû     bún   syû    
  she     pick   up     MW (the)   book 

 

15) They finished their homework 
(they do finish homework) 

_________________________________________ 

kkkkéuihéuihéuihéuih----deih  jouh deih  jouh deih  jouh deih  jouh yùhnyùhnyùhnyùhn  gûng  gûng  gûng  gûng----fofofofo    
      they       do    finish    homework 

 
 
 

7. Independent Elements 
 

� An independent element is one which has no structural relation with 

other elements 

It is rather flexible in word position 

Usually they are placed in a very logical place and learners won’t make 

mistake with it. 
 

(1) Ming, what time is it? 
   Appellation 
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1) Ming, what time is it? 

____________________________________________ 

áh Mìhngáh Mìhngáh Mìhngáh Mìhng, yìh, yìh, yìh, yìh----gâ géi dím  a?gâ géi dím  a?gâ géi dím  a?gâ géi dím  a?    
 PX   Ming,    now   what time  PRT? 

  

2) Mum, I want to buy this toy car 

____________________________________________ 

mâmâmâmâ----mìhmìhmìhmìh, ngóh séung máaih nî, ngóh séung máaih nî, ngóh séung máaih nî, ngóh séung máaih nî----ga wuhnga wuhnga wuhnga wuhn----geuih chêgeuih chêgeuih chêgeuih chê    
 mummy  ,   I     want    buy    this MW      toy       car  

 

3) Oh you, be more careful! 

____________________________________________ 

néih anéih anéih anéih a,  síu,  síu,  síu,  síu----sâm dî  a!sâm dî  a!sâm dî  a!sâm dî  a!    
 you PRT,   careful  more  PRT! 

 
 

(2) I’m dead, I forget to bring my wallet 
   Interjection 
 

4) I’m dead, I forget to bring my wallet? 

____________________________________________ 

séi laséi laséi laséi la, ngóh ¬h gei, ngóh ¬h gei, ngóh ¬h gei, ngóh ¬h gei----dâk daai ngàhndâk daai ngàhndâk daai ngàhndâk daai ngàhn----bâau abâau abâau abâau a    
dead PRT,  I       forget      bring    wallet     PRT 

 

5) Oh, I even thought it’s she 

____________________________________________ 

aiaiaiai----yahyahyahyah, ngóh juhng yíh, ngóh juhng yíh, ngóh juhng yíh, ngóh juhng yíh----wàih haih kéuih tìmwàih haih kéuih tìmwàih haih kéuih tìmwàih haih kéuih tìm    
 ai ya,     I     even     thought     be    him   PRT 

 

(3) It seems, it will rains tonight 
   Parenthesis 

6) It seems, it will rain tonight 

____________________________________________ 

tái làihtái làihtái làihtái làih, gâm, gâm, gâm, gâm----máahn wúih lohkmáahn wúih lohkmáahn wúih lohkmáahn wúih lohk----yúhyúhyúhyúh    
  seems,     tonight        will   fall   rain 

 

7) To be frank, you are really too fat 

____________________________________________ 

góng jân gegóng jân gegóng jân gegóng jân ge,  néih jân haih taai ,  néih jân haih taai ,  néih jân haih taai ,  néih jân haih taai fèih lafèih lafèih lafèih la    
 talk  real  PRT,   you  really  be   too   fat  PRT 
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8) Oh you see, how cute it is! 

____________________________________________ 

néih táinéih táinéih táinéih tái, géi dâk, géi dâk, géi dâk, géi dâk----yiyiyiyi↗↗↗↗    
  you see,  how  cute! 
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Unit 5 Common sentence patterns 
 

1. I beat him 
Subject + Verb + Object 

� The main verb follows the subject and comes before the object. 
 

1) I beat him 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  dádádádá  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih    
  I      beat    him 

 

2) I go to Central 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh heuiheuiheuiheui Jûng Jûng Jûng Jûng----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn    
  I      go     Central 

 

3) I watch  TV 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  táitáitáitái   dihn   dihn   dihn   dihn----sihsihsihsih    
  I      watch      TV 

 

4) I buy books. 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh   ngóh   ngóh   ngóh   máaihmáaihmáaihmáaih   syû   syû   syû   syû    
 

5) I go to Jordan.  

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh heuiheuiheuiheui Jó Jó Jó Jó----DêunDêunDêunDêun    
 

6) I watch movie 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh táitáitáitái hei hei hei hei    
 

7) I know him 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh sîksîksîksîk kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih    
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8) She is going to the State 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih heuiheuiheuiheui Méih Méih Méih Méih----GwokGwokGwokGwok    
 
9) I am eating an apple 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh sihksihksihksihk----gángángángán pìhng pìhng pìhng pìhng----gwógwógwógwó    
 
10) I’ve bought some apples 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh máaihmáaihmáaihmáaih----jójójójó dî pìhng dî pìhng dî pìhng dî pìhng----gwógwógwógwó    
 
11) We have to go home 

(we have to back home) 

____________________________________________ 

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih yiu deih yiu deih yiu deih yiu fâanfâanfâanfâan ûk ûk ûk ûk----kéikéikéikéi    
 
 
 

2. He seldom beats his son 
Subject + adverb + verb + object 

� Adverb comes before the verb 
 

1) He seldom beats his son 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  hóuhóuhóuhóu----síusíusíusíu   dá   go   dá   go   dá   go   dá   go----jáijáijáijái    
  he       seldom      beat   MW son 

 

2) They are going together 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  yât chàihyât chàihyât chàihyât chàih  heui  heui  heui  heui    
     they          together      go 

 

3) I’m only going to buy this 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  jihngjihngjihngjihng----haihhaihhaihhaih  máaih  nî  máaih  nî  máaih  nî  máaih  nî----gogogogo    
   I           only        buy       this 
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4) He always gambles 
(after “always” very often “also: dôu” will be used) 
(both “always” and “also: dôu” are adverbs) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   sìhngsìhngsìhngsìhng----yahtyahtyahtyaht  dôu   dóu   dôu   dóu   dôu   dóu   dôu   dóu ----chínchínchínchín    
   I          always        also     gamble money 

 

5) You are going, well, I am going too 

____________________________________________ 

néih  heui,   gám,   ngóh  néih  heui,   gám,   ngóh  néih  heui,   gám,   ngóh  néih  heui,   gám,   ngóh  dôudôudôudôu  heui  heui  heui  heui    
  you     go ,      well,        I      also     go 

 

6) I will never love you 
(I forever also not will love you) 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  wíhngwíhngwíhngwíhng----yúhn  dôu  ¬h wúihyúhn  dôu  ¬h wúihyúhn  dôu  ¬h wúihyúhn  dôu  ¬h wúih  jûng  jûng  jûng  jûng----yi  néihyi  néihyi  néihyi  néih    
  I         forever         also    not  will        love      you 

 

7) I will certainly come 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  yâtyâtyâtyât----dihng  wúihdihng  wúihdihng  wúihdihng  wúih   làih    làih    làih    làih     
  I        certainly      will      come 

 
 
 

3. This clothing is very expensive 
Subject + Predicate 

1) This clothing is very expensive 

____________________________________________ 

nî  gihn sâam   nî  gihn sâam   nî  gihn sâam   nî  gihn sâam   hóu   gwaihóu   gwaihóu   gwaihóu   gwai    
this   MW  clothing    very    expensive 

 

2) Newspaper costs $7 

____________________________________________ 

bôu jí     bôu jí     bôu jí     bôu jí     chât mânchât mânchât mânchât mân    
newspaper        7   dollars 

 

3) He is very tall 

____________________________________________ 
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kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   hóu    gôuhóu    gôuhóu    gôuhóu    gôu    
  he        very      tall 

 

4) This one is very cheap 

____________________________________________ 

nînînînî----go  go  go  go  hóu pèhnghóu pèhnghóu pèhnghóu pèhng    
 

5) This table is $1680 

____________________________________________ 

nînînînî----jêung tói  jêung tói  jêung tói  jêung tói  yâtyâtyâtyât----chîn  luhkchîn  luhkchîn  luhkchîn  luhk----baak baatbaak baatbaak baatbaak baat----sahp mânsahp mânsahp mânsahp mân    
this MW   table    1  thousand   6   hundred   8   ten   dollars 

 

6) I am very lazy 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hóu láahnhóu láahnhóu láahnhóu láahn    
 I     very    lazy 

 
 
 

4. She will go at 3:00 
Subject + Time Word + Verb + Object 

� The time word work as adverbial and therefore is placed before the 

verb.  

1) She will go at 3:00 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  sâam dímsâam dímsâam dímsâam dím  h  h  h  heui   eui   eui   eui       
She        3 o’clock         go      

 

2) He resigned yesterday 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yaht/kàhm yahtyaht/kàhm yahtyaht/kàhm yahtyaht/kàhm yaht  chìh  chìh  chìh  chìh----jîk jîk jîk jîk     
She         yesterday                   resign job   

 

3) He will go to interview two days later 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  hauhhauhhauhhauh----yahtyahtyahtyaht  gin  gin  gin  gin----gûng gûng gûng gûng     
She         2 days later    see   job  
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4) I am going to Jordan today 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh gâmgâmgâmgâm----yahtyahtyahtyaht heui  Jó heui  Jó heui  Jó heui  Jó----DêunDêunDêunDêun    
 

� Expression indicating ‘A Period of Time’ always follow the verb as 

this is the complement of duration for an action. 

5) She has gone for three hours 

kéuih  heuikéuih  heuikéuih  heuikéuih  heui----jó  jó  jó  jó  sâam go  jûngsâam go  jûngsâam go  jûngsâam go  jûng    
  She       gone      3     MW    hours 

 

6) I went to Central yesterday 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yahtyahtyahtyaht heui  heui  heui  heui JûngJûngJûngJûng----Wàahn Wàahn Wàahn Wàahn     
  I        yesterday    go     Central 
(chàhm-yaht = kàhm-yaht) 

 

7) I have gone to the State last month 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh seuhngseuhngseuhngseuhng----go yuhtgo yuhtgo yuhtgo yuht  heui jó Méih  heui jó Méih  heui jó Méih  heui jó Méih----GwokGwokGwokGwok    
  I       last  MW  month    go  ed   the USA 

 

8) I will buy this book next week 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  hahhahhahhah----go láihgo láihgo láihgo láih----baaibaaibaaibaai  wúih  máaih nî  wúih  máaih nî  wúih  máaih nî  wúih  máaih nî----bún syûbún syûbún syûbún syû    
  I         next    week         will      buy    this MW   book 
(chàhm-yaht = kàhm-yaht) 

 
 
 

5. I work in Central 
Subject + Preposition + Place word + Verb + Object 

� The prepositional phrase with place word here word work as 

adverbial and therefore is placed before the verb.  

1) I work in Central 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh   ngóh   ngóh   ngóh   hái Jûng Wàahnhái Jûng Wàahnhái Jûng Wàahnhái Jûng Wàahn  fâan gûng  fâan gûng  fâan gûng  fâan gûng    
I           at        Central      back  work 
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2) I bought a dress in Jordan  

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  hái Jóhái Jóhái Jóhái Jó----DêunDêunDêunDêun  máaih jó  yât  máaih jó  yât  máaih jó  yât  máaih jó  yât----tìuh kwàhntìuh kwàhntìuh kwàhntìuh kwàhn    
  I       in    Jordan       buy   ed     a  MW   dress 

 

3) My younger brother studies in Hong Kong University 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  saingóh  saingóh  saingóh  sai----lóu lóu lóu lóu hái Hêunghái Hêunghái Hêunghái Hêung----Góng DaaihGóng DaaihGóng DaaihGóng Daaih----HohkHohkHohkHohk duhk duhk duhk duhk----syûsyûsyûsyû    
  my  younger brother at    Hong Kong      University        study 

 

4) He has lived in Hong Kong for 10 years 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hái Hêunghái Hêunghái Hêunghái Hêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng jyuh jyuh jyuh jyuh----jó sahpjó sahpjó sahpjó sahp----nìhnnìhnnìhnnìhn    
  he      at   Hong    Kong    live  ed   10   year 

 

5) My friends lived in Hong Kong for a long time 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh pàhngngóh pàhngngóh pàhngngóh pàhng----yáuh yáuh yáuh yáuh hái Hêunghái Hêunghái Hêunghái Hêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng jyuh jyuh jyuh jyuh----jó hóu noihjó hóu noihjó hóu noihjó hóu noih    
  my       friend       at    Hong Kong     live  ed   very  long 

 

6) I work in Tsim Sha Tsui  

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  hái Jîmhái Jîmhái Jîmhái Jîm----SâSâSâSâ----JéuiJéuiJéuiJéui  fâan gûng  fâan gûng  fâan gûng  fâan gûng    
 I        at      TST           back  work 

 

7) I’ve worked in this company for four years 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh hái nîhái nîhái nîhái nî----gâan gûnggâan gûnggâan gûnggâan gûng----sîsîsîsî  jouh  jouh  jouh  jouh----jó  seijó  seijó  seijó  sei----nìhnnìhnnìhnnìhn    
  I     at  this MW   company     do   ed     4  years 

 

8) I am shopping in Jordan  

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  hái Jóhái Jóhái Jóhái Jó----DêunDêunDêunDêun  máaih gán  yéh  máaih gán  yéh  máaih gán  yéh  máaih gán  yéh    
  I       in       Jordan      buy   ing    stuff 

 
 

� If there are the time noun and prepositional phrase with place word, 

time noun comes first.  
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9) He will come back from Australia next month 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih hah go yuhthah go yuhthah go yuhthah go yuht wúih  wúih  wúih  wúih hái Ouhái Ouhái Ouhái Ou----JâuJâuJâuJâu  fâan  fâan  fâan  fâan----làihlàihlàihlàih    
  he   next  MW  month will   from  Australia    back  come 

 

10) She is cooking in the kitchen now 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâgâgâgâ        hái chyùhhái chyùhhái chyùhhái chyùh----fóngfóngfóngfóng   jyú   jyú   jyú   jyú----gán  faahngán  faahngán  faahngán  faahn    
  she     now     in   kitchen  room     cook  ing    rice 

 

11) I watched a drama in Culture Centre yesterday 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh chàhmchàhmchàhmchàhm----yahtyahtyahtyaht    hái hái hái hái MàhnMàhnMàhnMàhn----Fa JûngFa JûngFa JûngFa Jûng----SâmSâmSâmSâm tái wá tái wá tái wá tái wá----kehk kehk kehk kehk     
  I       yesterday      at      Culture    Centre    watch  drama 

 
 

� Exceptions: if “live in …” is used without a complement which comes 

after the verb, the adverb of place “in …” can be put after the verb. 

12) I live in Wan Chai 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  jyuh  ngóh  jyuh  ngóh  jyuh  ngóh  jyuh  hái Wâan Jáihái Wâan Jáihái Wâan Jáihái Wâan Jái    
  I       live      in    Wan Chai 

� Of course it can also be put before the verb as all other adverbials: 

(I in Wan Chai live) 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  hái Wâan Jáihái Wâan Jáihái Wâan Jáihái Wâan Jái  jyuh   jyuh   jyuh   jyuh     
  I      in   Wan   Cha      live 

 
 
 

6. Open Questions 
 

� In English, the question word must be put at the beginning, while in 

Cantonese, the order of question is the same as that in declarative 

sentences. 
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Therefore before you know how to make a question, you must have to 

know how to make the statement/ answer first. Then just replace the 

answer with the question word, and adding the question particle at the 

end, you can got the questions. 
 
 

(1) What?  mâtWhat?  mâtWhat?  mâtWhat?  mât----yéh?yéh?yéh?yéh?    

1) What is your name? 

(A: I   call  Peter    ) 

(Q: You call what name?) 

A: ____________________________________________ 
Q: ____________________________________________ 

A: ngóh giu A: ngóh giu A: ngóh giu A: ngóh giu PeterPeterPeterPeter    

Q: néih giu Q: néih giu Q: néih giu Q: néih giu mâtmâtmâtmât----yéhyéhyéhyéh méng a? méng a? méng a? méng a?    
 

2) What did you tell her? 

(A: I tell her I don’t like her) 

(Q: You tell her what ?) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: ngóh tùhng kéuih góng  A: ngóh tùhng kéuih góng  A: ngóh tùhng kéuih góng  A: ngóh tùhng kéuih góng  ngóh ¬h jûngngóh ¬h jûngngóh ¬h jûngngóh ¬h jûng----yi kéuihyi kéuihyi kéuihyi kéuih    

Q: néih tùhng kéuih góng    Q: néih tùhng kéuih góng    Q: néih tùhng kéuih góng    Q: néih tùhng kéuih góng    mâtmâtmâtmât----yéhyéhyéhyéh           a?           a?           a?           a?    
 

3) What did you bought? 

____________________________________________ 

néih máaihnéih máaihnéih máaihnéih máaih----jó  jó  jó  jó  mât yéhmât yéhmât yéhmât yéh  a?  a?  a?  a?    
 you   buy   ed       what     PRT? 

 

4) What are you eating? 

____________________________________________ 

néih  sihk gán  néih  sihk gán  néih  sihk gán  néih  sihk gán  mât yéhmât yéhmât yéhmât yéh  a?  a?  a?  a?    
 you     eat   ing     what      PRT? 
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(2) Where?  bînWhere?  bînWhere?  bînWhere?  bîn----douh?douh?douh?douh?    

1) Where do you work? 

(A:  I    at  Central   back to work  ) 

(Q:  you  at   where   back to work? ) 

A: ____________________________________________ 
Q: ____________________________________________ 

A:  ngóh  A:  ngóh  A:  ngóh  A:  ngóh  hái   Jûng Wàahnhái   Jûng Wàahnhái   Jûng Wàahnhái   Jûng Wàahn    fâan  gûng    fâan  gûng    fâan  gûng    fâan  gûng    
        I       at         Central            back   work 

Q:  néih  Q:  néih  Q:  néih  Q:  néih  hái    bîn douhhái    bîn douhhái    bîn douhhái    bîn douh      fâan  gûng  a ?      fâan  gûng  a ?      fâan  gûng  a ?      fâan  gûng  a ?    
      You      at         where            back    work   PRT? 

 

2) Where do you go? 

(A:  I  go  Happy Valley   ) 

(Q: You go      where   ?  ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: ngóh heui A: ngóh heui A: ngóh heui A: ngóh heui PáauPáauPáauPáau----MáhMáhMáhMáh----DéiDéiDéiDéi    

Q: néih heui Q: néih heui Q: néih heui Q: néih heui bîn (douh)bîn (douh)bîn (douh)bîn (douh)2222 a ?  a ?  a ?  a ?     
 

3) Where is the toilet? 

(A:  The toilet is  on  the 3/F  ) 

(Q:  The toilet    in   where ? ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: sáiA: sáiA: sáiA: sái----sáusáusáusáu----gâan hái  gâan hái  gâan hái  gâan hái  sâamsâamsâamsâam----láuláuláuláu    

Q: sáiQ: sáiQ: sáiQ: sái----sáusáusáusáu----gâan hái  gâan hái  gâan hái  gâan hái  bînbînbînbîn----douhdouhdouhdouh  a?  a?  a?  a?    
 

4) Where does she go? 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  heui  kéuih  heui  kéuih  heui  kéuih  heui  bînbînbînbîn----(douh)(douh)(douh)(douh)  a?  a?  a?  a?    
  she       go     where        PRT? 

 

                                                 
2 “b∞n-douh” is the full form of where, “b∞n” is the short form) 
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5) Where is the kitchen? 

____________________________________________ 

chyùhchyùhchyùhchyùh----fóng  hái  fóng  hái  fóng  hái  fóng  hái  bînbînbînbîn----(douh)(douh)(douh)(douh)  a?  a?  a?  a?    
   kitchen         at     where        PRT? 

 

6) Where is the MTR station? 

____________________________________________ 

deihdeihdeihdeih----tit jaahm  hái  tit jaahm  hái  tit jaahm  hái  tit jaahm  hái  bînbînbînbîn----(douh)(douh)(douh)(douh)  a?  a?  a?  a?    
    MTR  station     at       where       PRT? 

 
 

(3) When?  géiWhen?  géiWhen?  géiWhen?  géi----sìh?sìh?sìh?sìh?    

1) When will she go to Central? 

(A: She  3:00  go to Central  ) 

(Q: She  when  go to Central ?) 

A: ____________________________________________ 
Q: ____________________________________________ 

A: kéuih  A: kéuih  A: kéuih  A: kéuih  tîng yahttîng yahttîng yahttîng yaht  heui  Jûng Wàahn  heui  Jûng Wàahn  heui  Jûng Wàahn  heui  Jûng Wàahn    
     she        tomorrow    go         Central        

Q: kéuih   Q: kéuih   Q: kéuih   Q: kéuih   géi sìhgéi sìhgéi sìhgéi sìh    heui  Jûng Wàahn  a ?    heui  Jûng Wàahn  a ?    heui  Jûng Wàahn  a ?    heui  Jûng Wàahn  a ?    
     she         when        go          Central      PRT ?   

 

2) What time will you go? 

(A: I    will      5:15    go   ) 

(Q: You  will   what time  go ?  ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: ngóh wúih  A: ngóh wúih  A: ngóh wúih  A: ngóh wúih  çghçghçghçgh----dím sâamdím sâamdím sâamdím sâam  heui  heui  heui  heui    

Q: néih wúih   Q: néih wúih   Q: néih wúih   Q: néih wúih   géigéigéigéi----dímdímdímdím       heui a?        heui a?        heui a?        heui a?     

   (when: géi   (when: géi   (when: géi   (when: géi----sìh can also be used)sìh can also be used)sìh can also be used)sìh can also be used)    
 

3) When did you come to Hong Kong 

(A:  I   in 1986  came  Hong Kong   ) 

(Q: You  when   came  Hong Kong  ?  ) 
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____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: ngóh (haih) A: ngóh (haih) A: ngóh (haih) A: ngóh (haih) hái yâthái yâthái yâthái yât----gáugáugáugáu----baatbaatbaatbaat----luhk nìhnluhk nìhnluhk nìhnluhk nìhn làih Hêung làih Hêung làih Hêung làih Hêung----Góng geGóng geGóng geGóng ge    

Q: néih (haih) Q: néih (haih) Q: néih (haih) Q: néih (haih) géigéigéigéi----sìhsìhsìhsìh làih Hêu làih Hêu làih Hêu làih Hêungngngng----Góng ga?Góng ga?Góng ga?Góng ga?    
 

4) When will you go to Park’n shop 

____________________________________________ 

néih  néih  néih  néih  géigéigéigéi----sìhsìhsìhsìh  heui  Baak  heui  Baak  heui  Baak  heui  Baak----Gâai   a?Gâai   a?Gâai   a?Gâai   a?    
 you     when      go         Park’n       PRT? 

 

5) When will you come? 

____________________________________________ 

néih  néih  néih  néih  géigéigéigéi----sìhsìhsìhsìh  l  l  l  làih  a?àih  a?àih  a?àih  a?    
you     when     come   PRT 

 

6) When will they get married? 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih  deih  deih  deih  géigéigéigéi----sìhsìhsìhsìh  git  git  git  git----fân  a?fân  a?fân  a?fân  a?    
     they        when       marry    PRT? 

 
 

(4) Who?  bînWho?  bînWho?  bînWho?  bîn----go?go?go?go?    

1) Who is he? 

(A: He is  my former husband ) 

(Q: He is      who  ?       ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: kéuih haih  A: kéuih haih  A: kéuih haih  A: kéuih haih  ngóh chìhn fûngóh chìhn fûngóh chìhn fûngóh chìhn fû    

Q: kéuih haih     Q: kéuih haih     Q: kéuih haih     Q: kéuih haih     bîn gobîn gobîn gobîn go     a?     a?     a?     a?    

    
2) Who are you? 

(A: I    am    Peter’s friend ) 

(Q: You  are      who?    ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
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A: ngóh haih A: ngóh haih A: ngóh haih A: ngóh haih Peter ge pàhngPeter ge pàhngPeter ge pàhngPeter ge pàhng----yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh (more formal, use “ge”) (more formal, use “ge”) (more formal, use “ge”) (more formal, use “ge”)    

Q: néih haih Q: néih haih Q: néih haih Q: néih haih bîn wáibîn wáibîn wáibîn wái a? (polite form of the MW for people “wái”) a? (polite form of the MW for people “wái”) a? (polite form of the MW for people “wái”) a? (polite form of the MW for people “wái”)    

    
3) Who is coming? 

(A: Peter  is      coming ) 

(Q: who   is      coming? ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: A: A: A: PeterPeterPeterPeter   làih  gán    làih  gán    làih  gán    làih  gán     

Q: Q: Q: Q: bînbînbînbîn----gogogogo  làih  gán  a?   làih  gán  a?   làih  gán  a?   làih  gán  a?     

    
4) Who is her boy friend? 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  nàahmkéuih  nàahmkéuih  nàahmkéuih  nàahm----pàhngpàhngpàhngpàhng----yáuh  haih  yáuh  haih  yáuh  haih  yáuh  haih  bîn bîn bîn bîn    go   go   go   go       a?       a?       a?       a?    
  her       male     friend             is    which  MW for people   PRT? 

    
5) Who stole my car? 

____________________________________________ 

bîn  gobîn  gobîn  gobîn  go  tâu  ngóh  ga  chê   a?  tâu  ngóh  ga  chê   a?  tâu  ngóh  ga  chê   a?  tâu  ngóh  ga  chê   a?    
which  MW   steal    my     MW   car   PRT? 

    
6) Who is fatter? 

____________________________________________ 

bîn    gobîn    gobîn    gobîn    go        fèih dî   a?        fèih dî   a?        fèih dî   a?        fèih dî   a?    
which   MW of people     fat  er     PRT 

 
 

(5) Which?  bînWhich?  bînWhich?  bînWhich?  bîn----MW?MW?MW?MW?    

1) Which pen is better ? 

(A: This   pen  is  better    ) 

(Q: Which  pen  is  better ?  ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
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A: A: A: A: nînînînî----jîjîjîjî  bât hóu  bât hóu  bât hóu  bât hóu----dîdîdîdî    

Q: Q: Q: Q: bînbînbînbîn----jîjîjîjî bât hóu bât hóu bât hóu bât hóu----dî a?dî a?dî a?dî a?    
“pen: bât” can be skipped if it is understood 

    
2) Which kitty more cute? 

(A: That    kitty  is  cuter) 

(Q: Which   kitty  is  cuter? ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: A: A: A: gógógógó----jekjekjekjek mâau mâau mâau mâau----jái dâkjái dâkjái dâkjái dâk----yi dîyi dîyi dîyi dî    

Q: Q: Q: Q: bînbînbînbîn----jekjekjekjek mâau mâau mâau mâau----jái dâkjái dâkjái dâkjái dâk----yi dî a?yi dî a?yi dî a?yi dî a?    

    
3) Which pen is longer 

____________________________________________ 

bîn  jî  (bât)bîn  jî  (bât)bîn  jî  (bât)bîn  jî  (bât)  chèuhng dî  a?  chèuhng dî  a?  chèuhng dî  a?  chèuhng dî  a?    
which  MW   pen       long    er   PRT? 

    
4) Which pen is yours? 

____________________________________________ 

bîn  jî  (bât)bîn  jî  (bât)bîn  jî  (bât)bîn  jî  (bât)  haih  néih  ga?  haih  néih  ga?  haih  néih  ga?  haih  néih  ga?    
which  MW   pen     be      your   PRT? 
(possessive case, the question particle should be “ga” instead of “a”) 

 
 

(6) How many?  géiHow many?  géiHow many?  géiHow many?  géi----dô?dô?dô?dô?    

1) How many people are there in your company? 

(A:  My company has   260   people  ) 

(Q: Your company has how many people? ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
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A: ngóh gûngA: ngóh gûngA: ngóh gûngA: ngóh gûng----sî yáuh  sî yáuh  sî yáuh  sî yáuh  yihyihyihyih----baak luhkbaak luhkbaak luhkbaak luhk----sahp yàhnsahp yàhnsahp yàhnsahp yàhn    

Q: néih gûngQ: néih gûngQ: néih gûngQ: néih gûng----sî yáuh   sî yáuh   sî yáuh   sî yáuh   géigéigéigéi----dô yàhndô yàhndô yàhndô yàhn            a?            a?            a?            a?    

    
2) What is your telephone number? 

(A: My telephone   is  22345678 ) 

(Q: Your telephone  is   how many number?  ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: ngóh dihnA: ngóh dihnA: ngóh dihnA: ngóh dihn----wá wá wá wá haih yih yih sâamhaih yih yih sâamhaih yih yih sâamhaih yih yih sâam sei çg luhk chât baat sei çg luhk chât baat sei çg luhk chât baat sei çg luhk chât baat    

Q: néih dihnQ: néih dihnQ: néih dihnQ: néih dihn----wá wá wá wá géi dô houhgéi dô houhgéi dô houhgéi dô houh a? a? a? a?    

    
3) How many people? 

____________________________________________ 

géi  dô  yàhngéi  dô  yàhngéi  dô  yàhngéi  dô  yàhn   a?   a?   a?   a?    
how   many   people    PRT? 

    
4) How much (money) do you have? 

____________________________________________ 

néih  yáuh  néih  yáuh  néih  yáuh  néih  yáuh  géi géi géi géi  dô  chín dô  chín dô  chín dô  chín    a?    a?    a?    a?    
you      have    how   many  money    PRT? 

 
 

(7) How long?  géiHow long?  géiHow long?  géiHow long?  géi----noih?noih?noih?noih?    

1) How long will you stay in Hong Kong? 

(A:  I  will stay in Hong Kong  for half an year  ) 

(Q: You will stay in Hong Kong    how long    ? ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
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A: ngóh wúih  làuh hái HêungA: ngóh wúih  làuh hái HêungA: ngóh wúih  làuh hái HêungA: ngóh wúih  làuh hái Hêung----Gông  Gông  Gông  Gông  bun nìhnbun nìhnbun nìhnbun nìhn    

Q: néih wúih  làuh hái HêungQ: néih wúih  làuh hái HêungQ: néih wúih  làuh hái HêungQ: néih wúih  làuh hái Hêung----Gông   Gông   Gông   Gông   géigéigéigéi----noihnoihnoihnoih   a?   a?   a?   a?    

    
2) How long have you been married? 

(A:  I  have been married  for more than 10 years  ) 

(Q: You have been married     how long         ? ) 

____________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 

A: ngóh gitA: ngóh gitA: ngóh gitA: ngóh git----jójójójó----fân  fân  fân  fân  sahpsahpsahpsahp----géigéigéigéi----nìhnnìhnnìhnnìhn    

Q: néih gitQ: néih gitQ: néih gitQ: néih git----jójójójó----fân     fân     fân     fân     géigéigéigéi----noihnoihnoihnoih      a?      a?      a?      a?    

    
3) How long has he gone? 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  heuikéuih  heuikéuih  heuikéuih  heui----jó   jó   jó   jó   géi noihgéi noihgéi noihgéi noih  a?  a?  a?  a?    
  he       go  ed     how  long   PRT? 

 
 

7. Yes/No question 
A-not-A format 

 

1) Will you go ? (Do you go?) 

____________________________________________ 

néih   néih   néih   néih   heui ¬h  heuiheui ¬h  heuiheui ¬h  heuiheui ¬h  heui  a?         or  a?         or  a?         or  a?         or    
 you       go   not     go   PRT 

néih  néih  néih  néih      wúih ¬h wúih  heuiwúih ¬h wúih  heuiwúih ¬h wúih  heuiwúih ¬h wúih  heui  a?  a?  a?  a?    
 you       will   not  will       go    PRT 

 

2) Will you come? (Do you come?) 

____________________________________________ 

néih   néih   néih   néih   làih ¬h  làihlàih ¬h  làihlàih ¬h  làihlàih ¬h  làih  a?         or  a?         or  a?         or  a?         or    
 you      come  not   come   PRT 

néih   néih   néih   néih   wúih ¬h wúih  làihwúih ¬h wúih  làihwúih ¬h wúih  làihwúih ¬h wúih  làih  a?  a?  a?  a?    
 you       will   not  will    come    PRT 

 

3) Do you like it? 

____________________________________________ 
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néih  néih  néih  néih  jûng  ¬h  jûng yijûng  ¬h  jûng yijûng  ¬h  jûng yijûng  ¬h  jûng yi   a?   a?   a?   a?    
 you     like     not      like       PRT      

� “like” is “jûng-yi”, to avoid sounds repeat so much, the second syllable 

of the first “jûng-yi” is skipped. 
 

4) Do you deliver? 

____________________________________________ 

sung  ¬h  sung   fosung  ¬h  sung   fosung  ¬h  sung   fosung  ¬h  sung   fo    ga ?    ga ?    ga ?    ga ?    
deliver   not    deliver   goods    PRT? 

 

5) Is it OK? 

____________________________________________ 

ôu  ¬h  ôu  kêiôu  ¬h  ôu  kêiôu  ¬h  ôu  kêiôu  ¬h  ôu  kêi   a ?  (the English “OK” is local   a ?  (the English “OK” is local   a ?  (the English “OK” is local   a ?  (the English “OK” is localized) ized) ized) ized)     

O     not    O    K     PRT 

 

6) Will you come?  

____________________________________________ 

néih  néih  néih  néih  làih ¬h làihlàih ¬h làihlàih ¬h làihlàih ¬h làih    a?    a?    a?    a?    
  you   come  not  come    PRT? 

 

7) Does it look good? 
(looks good is “hóu tái”) 

____________________________________________ 

hóu  ¬h   hhóu  ¬h   hhóu  ¬h   hhóu  ¬h   hóu  táióu  táióu  táióu  tái     a ?     a ?     a ?     a ?    
good    not     good    look     PRT 
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Unit 6 Word order with all Sentence Elements 

Usually, the order is: 

“Attributive + subject + adverbial + predicate + complement + object” 
 

1) My friend has already finished this book  
(finished is translated as: read finished) 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  pàhngngóh  pàhngngóh  pàhngngóh  pàhng----yáuh yíhyáuh yíhyáuh yíhyáuh yíh----gîng   tái   yùhn   nî bún  syûgîng   tái   yùhn   nî bún  syûgîng   tái   yùhn   nî bún  syûgîng   tái   yùhn   nî bún  syû    
 my         friend        already      read     finish       this     book 
attributive   subject       adverbial   predicate  complement  attributive object 
pronoun     noun         adverb        verb    verb      pronoun + MW noun 

 
 

2) The fat guy arrived at Peter’s home at 4:00 
(arrived is translated as: go arrived) 

____________________________________________ 

go fèih  lóu  seigo fèih  lóu  seigo fèih  lóu  seigo fèih  lóu  sei----dím jûng  heui   dodím jûng  heui   dodím jûng  heui   dodím jûng  heui   dou     Peter  ûku     Peter  ûku     Peter  ûku     Peter  ûk----kéikéikéikéi    
MW  fat    guy       4:00            go     arrived       Peter      home 
attributive  subject    adverbial       predicate  complement   attributive  object 
MW + adj  noun     noun(time word)   verb     verb        pronoun      noun 

 
 

3) The child finished the homework this morning 
(finished is translated as: do finished) 

____________________________________________ 

 go sai go sai go sai go sai----mânmânmânmân----jái gâm jîu   jouh   yùhn   gûngjái gâm jîu   jouh   yùhn   gûngjái gâm jîu   jouh   yùhn   gûngjái gâm jîu   jouh   yùhn   gûng----fofofofo    
 MW     child     this morning     do       finish      homework 
attributive subject     adverbial     predicate  complement   object 
  MW    noun    noun (time word)  verb       verb        noun 

 

4) My mother always beats him severely 
(“severely” here: gán yiu) 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh mângóh mângóh mângóh mâ----mìh sìhngmìh sìhngmìh sìhngmìh sìhng----yaht  dá kyaht  dá kyaht  dá kyaht  dá kéuih dá  dâk  hóu gánéuih dá  dâk  hóu gánéuih dá  dâk  hóu gánéuih dá  dâk  hóu gán----yiuyiuyiuyiu    
 my       mum    always        beat  him   beat   LP    very  severely    
attributive  subject  adverbial      pred. object  pred   LP     complement 
 pronoun   noun    adverb        verb pronoun verb   LP    adverb adjective 

 

5) His friend has finished that book last week 

____________________________________________ 
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kéuih pàhngkéuih pàhngkéuih pàhngkéuih pàhng----yáuh seuhngyáuh seuhngyáuh seuhngyáuh seuhng----go láihgo láihgo láihgo láih----baai tái yùhn góbaai tái yùhn góbaai tái yùhn góbaai tái yùhn gó----bún syûbún syûbún syûbún syû    
   his       friend        last   MW    week   read  finish that MW  book 

 

6) The girl has already finished the meal 

____________________________________________ 

go     néuihgo     néuihgo     néuihgo     néuih----jái  yíhjái  yíhjái  yíhjái  yíh----gîng  sihk  yùhn  faahngîng  sihk  yùhn  faahngîng  sihk  yùhn  faahngîng  sihk  yùhn  faahn    
MW(the)      girl         already      eat     finish     rice 

 

7) They have arrived at my home at 11:00 
(arrived is translated as: come arrived) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih  sahpdeih  sahpdeih  sahpdeih  sahp----yât dím  làih dou  ngóh ûkyât dím  làih dou  ngóh ûkyât dím  làih dou  ngóh ûkyât dím  làih dou  ngóh ûk----kéikéikéikéi    
    they             11   o’clock   come arrived   my     home 
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Unit 7 Prepositional Phrases 
 

� Many prepositional phrase works as adverbials and is placed before the 

action 

Prepositional phrase = Preposition + noun 

 

1. I work in Sheung Wan 
in … / at … 

1) I work in Sheung Wan 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  hái  Seuhnghái  Seuhnghái  Seuhnghái  Seuhng----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn  fâan  fâan  fâan  fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng    
  I        at      Sheung Wan          back  work 

 

2) I work in a school 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  haih  ngóh  haih  ngóh  haih  ngóh  haih  hái  hohkhái  hohkhái  hohkhái  hohk----haauhhaauhhaauhhaauh  jouh  jouh  jouh  jouh----yéh  geyéh  geyéh  geyéh  ge    
  I        be      at       school          do   thing   PRT 

 

3) The children are playing at the balcony 

____________________________________________ 

dî saidî saidî saidî sai----mânmânmânmân----jái  jái  jái  jái  hái  louh tòhhái  louh tòhhái  louh tòhhái  louh tòh   wáan   wáan   wáan   wáan----gángángángán    
MW    children      at     balcony        play    ing 

 
 

2. I have been waiting from 3:00 
from … 

1) I have been waiting from 3:00 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  yàuh  sâam dím (jûng)yàuh  sâam dím (jûng)yàuh  sâam dím (jûng)yàuh  sâam dím (jûng)  dáng douh  yìh  dáng douh  yìh  dáng douh  yìh  dáng douh  yìh----gâ/yîgâ/yîgâ/yîgâ/yî----gâgâgâgâ    
  I       from         3:00               wait   to       now   

 

2) I walked from Wan Chai to here 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  yàuh  Wâan Jáiyàuh  Wâan Jáiyàuh  Wâan Jáiyàuh  Wâan Jái   hàahng làih  nî   hàahng làih  nî   hàahng làih  nî   hàahng làih  nî----douhdouhdouhdouh    
  I       from      Wan Chai        walk   come     here 
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3) He walked from Sha Tin to Tai Po 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  yàuh  Sâyàuh  Sâyàuh  Sâyàuh  Sâ----TìhnTìhnTìhnTìhn  hàahng heui  Daaih  hàahng heui  Daaih  hàahng heui  Daaih  hàahng heui  Daaih----BouBouBouBou    
  I       from     Shatin        walk      to        Tai   Po 

 
 

3. He put the books on the sofa 
“jêung” sentences 

1) He put the books on the sofa 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih     jêung  dî syûjêung  dî syûjêung  dî syûjêung  dî syû   fong hái   sô   fong hái   sô   fong hái   sô   fong hái   sô----fá   douhfá   douhfá   douhfá   douh    
  he      make     the books     put   on      sofa ‘s     place 

 

2) He sent the robber to the police station 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  jêung  go cháakjêung  go cháakjêung  go cháakjêung  go cháak  sung heui  châai  sung heui  châai  sung heui  châai  sung heui  châai----gúngúngúngún    
  he      make     the  robber     send    to     police station 

 

3) They broke the things completely 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih  deih  deih  deih  jêung  dîjêung  dîjêung  dîjêung  dî----yéhyéhyéhyéh   jíng  laahn  saai   jíng  laahn  saai   jíng  laahn  saai   jíng  laahn  saai    
   they          make     the stuff      make   broken     all 

 

4) Please translate this passage into English 

____________________________________________ 

¬h gôi  ¬h gôi  ¬h gôi  ¬h gôi  jêung  nîjêung  nîjêung  nîjêung  nî----pîn  mánpîn  mánpîn  mánpîn  mán   yihk  jouh Yîng   yihk  jouh Yîng   yihk  jouh Yîng   yihk  jouh Yîng----Mán  âMán  âMán  âMán  â    
  please    make     this MW   passage  translate  to be     English     PRT 

 
 

4. I am beaten by my mum 
by … 

1) I am beat by my mum 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  béi   mâbéi   mâbéi   mâbéi   mâ----mìhmìhmìhmìh   dá   dá   dá   dá    
  I       by      mother       beat 

 

2) My money was being stolen  

____________________________________________ 
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ngóh  dî  chín   ngóh  dî  chín   ngóh  dî  chín   ngóh  dî  chín   béi  yàhnbéi  yàhnbéi  yàhnbéi  yàhn  tâu  tâu  tâu  tâu----jójójójó    
  my    MW   money    by     people    steal ed 

 

3) He was being played tricks 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  béi  yàhnbéi  yàhnbéi  yàhnbéi  yàhn  jíng gú  jíng gú  jíng gú  jíng gú    
 he       by    people   \play tricks \ 

 

4) The dog is stolen by him 

____________________________________________ 

jek    gáu  jek    gáu  jek    gáu  jek    gáu  béi  kéuihbéi  kéuihbéi  kéuihbéi  kéuih  tâu  tâu  tâu  tâu----jójójójó    
MW (the)  dog     by     him     steal ed 

 
 

5. He is much smarter than you 
compare to … 

1) He is much smarter than you 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   béi   néihbéi   néihbéi   néihbéi   néih   lêk  hóu   lêk  hóu   lêk  hóu   lêk  hóu----dôdôdôdô    
  he     compare to  you     smart    much 

 

2) The things in this shop is much cheaper than those in that one 

____________________________________________ 

nînînînî----gâan  pougâan  pougâan  pougâan  pou----táu  táu  táu  táu  béi   góbéi   góbéi   góbéi   gó----gâangâangâangâan  pèhng  hóu  pèhng  hóu  pèhng  hóu  pèhng  hóu----dôdôdôdô    
this  MW      shop   compare to   that MW     cheap      much 

 

3) He is 10 marks higher than me (in exam) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  béi   ngóhbéi   ngóhbéi   ngóhbéi   ngóh   dô   sahp  fân   dô   sahp  fân   dô   sahp  fân   dô   sahp  fân    
  he    compare to  me       more     10     marks 

 

4) He is 3 pounds heavier than you 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   béi   néihbéi   néihbéi   néihbéi   néih   chúhng  sâam bohng   chúhng  sâam bohng   chúhng  sâam bohng   chúhng  sâam bohng    
  he     compare to   you     heavy        3     pounds 

 
 
 

6. He told me 
with … 
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1) He told me 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  tùhng  ngóhtùhng  ngóhtùhng  ngóhtùhng  ngóh  góng  góng  góng  góng    
  he       with      me      speak 

 

2) My friend told me she is unhappy 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh pàhngngóh pàhngngóh pàhngngóh pàhng----yáuh yáuh yáuh yáuh tùhng ngóhtùhng ngóhtùhng ngóhtùhng ngóh gón gón gón góng kéuih hóu ¬h hôig kéuih hóu ¬h hôig kéuih hóu ¬h hôig kéuih hóu ¬h hôi----sâmsâmsâmsâm    
  my     friend         with    me    speak   she   very  not  happy 

 

3) She told me that she lose lots of money in horse racing 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih kéuih kéuih kéuih tùhng ngóhtùhng ngóhtùhng ngóhtùhng ngóh góng kéuih dóu góng kéuih dóu góng kéuih dóu góng kéuih dóu----máh syûmáh syûmáh syûmáh syû----jó hóujó hóujó hóujó hóu----dô chíndô chíndô chíndô chín    
  she    with    me    speak   she   gamble horse   lose ed   much  money 

 

4) I told them 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  tùhng  kéuihtùhng  kéuihtùhng  kéuihtùhng  kéuih----deihdeihdeihdeih  góng  góng  góng  góng    
  I       with         them         speak 
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Unit 8 A verb takes 2 objects 
 

� When a verb can takes 2 objects, there will be problem about the 

sequence of the two objects. 

In English, usually the indirect object come first and then the direct 

object, however in Cantonese, sometimes the direct object come first. 
 

1. He gives money to me 
…give something to somebody 

� When talk about “give” the direct object “money” must have to come 

first. The indirect object “me” must have to come after. 

1) He gives money to me 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  béi  kéuih  béi  kéuih  béi  kéuih  béi  chínchínchínchín        ngóhngóhngóhngóh    
   he     give   money    me 

 
2) Please give me a glass of water 

____________________________________________ 

¬h gôi  béi  ¬h gôi  béi  ¬h gôi  béi  ¬h gôi  béi  bûi  séuibûi  séuibûi  séuibûi  séui        ngóhngóhngóhngóh  â   â   â   â     
  please    give   glass   water   me    PRT 

 
3) He gave me the letter 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  béi   kéuih  béi   kéuih  béi   kéuih  béi   fûng  seunfûng  seunfûng  seunfûng  seun            ngóhngóhngóhngóh    
  he     gave    MW(the)   letter      me 

 

 

2. My friend teaches me Cantonese 
…teach somebody something 

� Here, the indirect object “me” must come first and the direct object 

“Cantonese” comes after. 

1) My friend teaches me Cantonese 

____________________________________________ 

ngngngngóh pàhngóh pàhngóh pàhngóh pàhng----yáuh  gaau  yáuh  gaau  yáuh  gaau  yáuh  gaau  ngóhngóhngóhngóh        Gwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng Wá    
  my      friend          teach    me        Cantonese 
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2) I teach her Spanish 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  gaau  ngóh  gaau  ngóh  gaau  ngóh  gaau  kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih        SâiSâiSâiSâi----BâanBâanBâanBâan----Ngàh  mánNgàh  mánNgàh  mánNgàh  mán    
  I       teach     her          Spain           language 

 

3) I teach her English 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  gaau  ngóh  gaau  ngóh  gaau  ngóh  gaau  kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih        YîngYîngYîngYîng----MánMánMánMán    
  I       teach     her        English 
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Unit 9 A Verb takes a comp. and an object 
 

� A verb can take both complement and object at the same time. Because 

both the complement and object comes after the verb, the position of 

the complement and object may be confusing to learners 

 

1. Verb + Comp + Object 

(1) For Complement of resultFor Complement of resultFor Complement of resultFor Complement of result    

I saw Peter 

� A complement of result tells the result of an action 
 

1) I saw Peter 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  gin  dóugin  dóugin  dóugin  dóu   Peter   Peter   Peter   Peter    
 I       saw  successfully  Peter 

 

2) I can’t saw Peter. 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  gin  ¬h  dóugin  ¬h  dóugin  ¬h  dóugin  ¬h  dóu   Peter   Peter   Peter   Peter    
 I       saw    not successfully  Peter 

 

3) He saw Peter this morning 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih   gâm jîu    kéuih   gâm jîu    kéuih   gâm jîu    kéuih   gâm jîu    gin dóugin dóugin dóugin dóu  Peter  Peter  Peter  Peter    
  he       this morning     see COMP     Peter 

 

4) They heard some sound 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  kéuih deih  têng   dóutêng   dóutêng   dóutêng   dóu     dî  sêng     dî  sêng     dî  sêng     dî  sêng    
      they       hear  successfully    some  sound 

 

5) Sorry, I can’t hear what you said 

____________________________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu yihóu yihóu yihóu yi----si, ngóh  si, ngóh  si, ngóh  si, ngóh  têng   ¬h  dóutêng   ¬h  dóutêng   ¬h  dóutêng   ¬h  dóu    néih góng mât    néih góng mât    néih góng mât    néih góng mât----yéhyéhyéhyéh    
      they    ,     I      hear     not  successfully     you  say     what 
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6) He is standing at the bus-stop 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéih  háikéih  háikéih  háikéih  hái3333       bâ       bâ       bâ       bâ----sí jaahm  douhsí jaahm  douhsí jaahm  douhsí jaahm  douh    
  he     stand   being at there       bus    stop’s    place 

 

7) They are not standing over there 

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih  deih  deih  deih  ¬h haih  kéih  hái¬h haih  kéih  hái¬h haih  kéih  hái¬h haih  kéih  hái    gó    gó    gó    gó----douhdouhdouhdouh    
    they            not       stand    at         there 

 

8) He learnt driving 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  hohk  sîkhohk  sîkhohk  sîkhohk  sîk     jâ   chê     jâ   chê     jâ   chê     jâ   chê    
  he     learn      know     drive    car 

 

9) I’ve learnt Cantonese for 1 year, however I still can’t speak Cantonese 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  hohkngóh  hohkngóh  hohkngóh  hohk----jó  Gwóngjó  Gwóngjó  Gwóngjó  Gwóng----DûngDûngDûngDûng----Wá  yâtWá  yâtWá  yâtWá  yât----nìhn ,nìhn ,nìhn ,nìhn ,    
   I      learn  ed       Cantonese          1   year     , 

 daahn daahn daahn daahn----haih dôu  haih dôu  haih dôu  haih dôu  hohk ¬h sîkhohk ¬h sîkhohk ¬h sîkhohk ¬h sîk    
   however       still   learnt  not  know 

 

10) Please open the door 

____________________________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----gôi       gôi       gôi       gôi       dá      hôidá      hôidá      hôidá      hôi       douh  mùhn  â       douh  mùhn  â       douh  mùhn  â       douh  mùhn  â    
  please      action of open  the state of open    MW (the)  door    PRT 

 

11) The door didn’t open 

____________________________________________ 

douh  mùhn  douh  mùhn  douh  mùhn  douh  mùhn  móuh    dmóuh    dmóuh    dmóuh    dá      hôiá      hôiá      hôiá      hôi    
MW(the)   door      not     action of open  the state of open e 

 

12) The door is too tight, I can’t open it. 

____________________________________________ 

douh  mùhn  taai saht,  ngóh   douh  mùhn  taai saht,  ngóh   douh  mùhn  taai saht,  ngóh   douh  mùhn  taai saht,  ngóh   dá  ¬h   hôidá  ¬h   hôidá  ¬h   hôidá  ¬h   hôi    
MW(the)   door     too   tight,     I        open  not  the state of open 

 

                                                 
3 h↑i: being at there due to the action of standing 
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13) He watched this movie the day before yesterday 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih   chìhnkéuih   chìhnkéuih   chìhnkéuih   chìhn----yaht       yaht       yaht       yaht       tái   yùhntái   yùhntái   yùhntái   yùhn     nî     nî     nî     nî----tou heitou heitou heitou hei    
  he     the day before yesterday     read    finished       this MW movie 

 

14) He finished the book yesterday 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  chàhmkéuih  chàhmkéuih  chàhmkéuih  chàhm----yaht  yaht  yaht  yaht  tái   yùhntái   yùhntái   yùhntái   yùhn      gó      gó      gó      gó----búnbúnbúnbún----syûsyûsyûsyû    
  he         yesterday      read   finished         that  MW book 

 

15) I’m sorry, I didn’t finish the book today, is there any problem if I 
return it to you tomorrow? 

____________________________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu yihóu yihóu yihóu yi----si,  ngóh gâmsi,  ngóh gâmsi,  ngóh gâmsi,  ngóh gâm----yaht yaht yaht yaht meih tái yùhnmeih tái yùhnmeih tái yùhnmeih tái yùhn  bún  bún  bún  bún----syûsyûsyûsyû    
      sorry,          I        today    not yet read finished   the  book 

tîngtîngtîngtîng----yaht sîn wàahnyaht sîn wàahnyaht sîn wàahnyaht sîn wàahn----fâan béi néih yáuhfâan béi néih yáuhfâan béi néih yáuhfâan béi néih yáuh----móuh mahnmóuh mahnmóuh mahnmóuh mahn----tàih a?tàih a?tàih a?tàih a?    
  tomorrow  then   return back    to  you    have not have     problem  PRT? 

 

16) I think I can’t finish this book this week! 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh nám ngóh nîngóh nám ngóh nîngóh nám ngóh nîngóh nám ngóh nî----go láihgo láihgo láihgo láih----baai baai baai baai     
  I     think   I      this      week  

dôudôudôudôu----haih haih haih haih tái ¬h yùhntái ¬h yùhntái ¬h yùhntái ¬h yùhn nî nî nî nî----bún syûbún syûbún syûbún syû    
    still    read  not  finish  this MW book 

 
 

(2) For Directional complementFor Directional complementFor Directional complementFor Directional complement    

She came back home 

� A directional complement tells the direction of an action 
 

1) She came back home 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  fâan   làihfâan   làihfâan   làihfâan   làih   ûk   ûk   ûk   ûk----kéi kéi kéi kéi     
  she      back     come       home 

 

2) You go out (no object are in this example) 

____________________________________________ 
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néih   néih   néih   néih   chêut   heuichêut   heuichêut   heuichêut   heui    
 you       out        go 

 

3) He just came back (no object are in this example) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  jihng wah  kéuih  jihng wah  kéuih  jihng wah  kéuih  jihng wah  fâan  làihfâan  làihfâan  làihfâan  làih    
  he        just          back    come 

 

4) She will go out at 2:00 (no object are in this example) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  léuhngkéuih  léuhngkéuih  léuhngkéuih  léuhng----dím  dím  dím  dím  chêut  heuichêut  heuichêut  heuichêut  heui    
  she          2:00          out      go 

 

5) Please come in 

____________________________________________ 

yahp làihyahp làihyahp làihyahp làih   â   â   â   â    
  in   come    PRT 

 

6) She will go back to the State (She will fly to the State) 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih wúih  kéuih wúih  kéuih wúih  kéuih wúih  fêi heuifêi heuifêi heuifêi heui  Méih Gwok  Méih Gwok  Méih Gwok  Méih Gwok    
  he     will     fly   to       the USA 

 

7) My father wants to come back to Hong Kong 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh bàhngóh bàhngóh bàhngóh bàh----bâ séung  bâ séung  bâ séung  bâ séung  fâan làihfâan làihfâan làihfâan làih  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng    
 I       father    want    back  come    Hong  Kong 

 
 

(3) For potential complementFor potential complementFor potential complementFor potential complement    

He can learn driving 

� A potential complement tells the possibility of an action taking place. It 

is formed with the linking particle “dâk” insert between a verb and a 

resultive or directional complement. 
 

1) You are so smart, you can learn driving planes definitely. 

____________________________________________ 
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néih gam lêk, yâtnéih gam lêk, yâtnéih gam lêk, yâtnéih gam lêk, yât----dihng dihng dihng dihng hohk  dâk sîkhohk  dâk sîkhohk  dâk sîkhohk  dâk sîk  jâ fêi  jâ fêi  jâ fêi  jâ fêi----gêi  gegêi  gegêi  gegêi  ge    
  you  so  smart,   definite     learn    can know   drive  planes  PRT 
(he has the capability of learning how to drive, maybe he still hasn’t learnt it yet) 

 

2) He’s so stupid, definitely he can’t learn driving 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih gam chéun, yâtkéuih gam chéun, yâtkéuih gam chéun, yâtkéuih gam chéun, yât----dihng dihng dihng dihng hohk ¬h sîkhohk ¬h sîkhohk ¬h sîkhohk ¬h sîk  jâ chê  jâ chê  jâ chê  jâ chê    
   he     so    stupid,   definite     learn  not  know  drive car 

 

3) I can understand your Cantonese 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ttttêng  dâk mìhngêng  dâk mìhngêng  dâk mìhngêng  dâk mìhng  néih ge  Gwóng  néih ge  Gwóng  néih ge  Gwóng  néih ge  Gwóng----DûngDûngDûngDûng----WáWáWáWá    
  I       listen   can  understand    your            Cantonese 

 

4) I’m sorry, you speak too fast. I can’t understand. 

____________________________________________ 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu yihóu yihóu yihóu yi----si, néih góngsi, néih góngsi, néih góngsi, néih góng----dâk taai faai, ngóh dâk taai faai, ngóh dâk taai faai, ngóh dâk taai faai, ngóh têng ¬h mìhntêng ¬h mìhntêng ¬h mìhntêng ¬h mìhngggg        
      sorry,      you   speak   LP   too fast,     I    hear  not understand 

 

5) I can see the blackboard clearly 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  tái  dâk  chîngtái  dâk  chîngtái  dâk  chîngtái  dâk  chîng   go   hâak   go   hâak   go   hâak   go   hâak----báanbáanbáanbáan    
  I      see    can    clear   MW(the)   blackboard 
(I’ve worn the glasses and I have the capability to see it clearly) 

 

6) I haven’t worn glasses, I can’t see the subtitles clearly 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh móuh daai ngáahnngóh móuh daai ngáahnngóh móuh daai ngáahnngóh móuh daai ngáahn----géng, géng, géng, géng, tái ¬h chîng chótái ¬h chîng chótái ¬h chîng chótái ¬h chîng chó dî jih dî jih dî jih dî jih----mohkmohkmohkmohk    
  I      not   wear       spectacles ,    see not      clear    the   subtitle 
(I’ve worn the glasses and I have the capability to see it clearly) 

 

7) I can finished that book tomorrow 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  tîngngóh  tîngngóh  tîngngóh  tîng----yaht  yaht  yaht  yaht  tái  dâk  yùhntái  dâk  yùhntái  dâk  yùhntái  dâk  yùhn     gó     gó     gó     gó----búnbúnbúnbún----syûsyûsyûsyû    
  I          tomorrow  read  LP(can) finished        that     book 

 

8) She can came back to Hong Kong 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  fâan  dâk   làihfâan  dâk   làihfâan  dâk   làihfâan  dâk   làih  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung----Góng  Góng  Góng  Góng      
  she      back  LP (can)   come      Hong Kong 
or: 
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kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  hóhóhóhó----yíh  fâan  làihyíh  fâan  làihyíh  fâan  làihyíh  fâan  làih  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng            
  she      can       back    come      Hong Kong 
(“hó-yíh” is an auxiliary verb but not a complement) 

 

9) The loan sharks are looking for her, so she can’t come back to Hong 
Kong. 

____________________________________________ 

dî daaihdî daaihdî daaihdî daaih----yíhyíhyíhyíh----lûng       wánlûng       wánlûng       wánlûng       wán----gángángángán kéuih, kéuih, kéuih, kéuih,    
the  big  ear  hole (loan shark)    look  ing   her,  

sósósósó----yíh  kéuih  yíh  kéuih  yíh  kéuih  yíh  kéuih  ¬h fâan  dâk   làih¬h fâan  dâk   làih¬h fâan  dâk   làih¬h fâan  dâk   làih  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung----Góng  Góng  Góng  Góng      
  therefore    she    not  back     can     come     Hong Kong 
or: 

sósósósó----yíh  kéuih  yíh  kéuih  yíh  kéuih  yíh  kéuih  ¬h hó¬h hó¬h hó¬h hó----yíh  fâan làihyíh  fâan làihyíh  fâan làihyíh  fâan làih  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung  Hêung----Góng  Góng  Góng  Góng      
  she      can       not   can      back  come      Hong Kong 

 

10) You can go out there 

____________________________________________ 

néih    néih    néih    néih    chêut  dâk   heuichêut  dâk   heuichêut  dâk   heuichêut  dâk   heui  gó  gó  gó  gó----douhdouhdouhdouh    
 you         out     LP(can)   go        there 
or: 

néih  néih  néih  néih  hóhóhóhó----yíh   chêut   heuiyíh   chêut   heuiyíh   chêut   heuiyíh   chêut   heui  gó  gó  gó  gó----douh douh douh douh     
you       can         out        go        there 

 

11) Mummy said you can’t go out there. 

____________________________________________ 

mâmâmâmâ----mìh wah  néih   mìh wah  néih   mìh wah  néih   mìh wah  néih   ¬h chêut dâk heui¬h chêut dâk heui¬h chêut dâk heui¬h chêut dâk heui  gó  gó  gó  gó----douhdouhdouhdouh    
  mummy   say    you       not   out    can   go      there 
or 

mâmâmâmâ----mìh wah  néih   mìh wah  néih   mìh wah  néih   mìh wah  néih   ¬h hó¬h hó¬h hó¬h hó----yíh  chêut heuiyíh  chêut heuiyíh  chêut heuiyíh  chêut heui  gó  gó  gó  gó----doudoudoudouhhhh    
 mummy   said      you      can’t  can       out    go       there 

 
 
 

2. Verb + Object + Verb + Comp 

(1) For complement of degreeFor complement of degreeFor complement of degreeFor complement of degree    

She types very slowly 

� It indicate the degree or extent of an action or a thing 
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1) She types very slow 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  dádádádá  jih     jih     jih     jih   dá  dâkdá  dâkdá  dâkdá  dâk  hóu  maahn  hóu  maahn  hóu  maahn  hóu  maahn    
  she    type character   type   LP    very      slow 
As a habit, one can also says: 

kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   dá jihdá jihdá jihdá jih    hóu maahn    hóu maahn    hóu maahn    hóu maahn    
  she     type character   very   slow 

 

2) He drives very fast 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  jâjâjâjâ  chê     chê     chê     chê   jâ   dâkjâ   dâkjâ   dâkjâ   dâk   hóu  faai   hóu  faai   hóu  faai   hóu  faai    
  he      drive  car    drive    LP       very    fast 

3) He does his homework very poor 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  jouhjouhjouhjouh  gûng fo    gûng fo    gûng fo    gûng fo  jouh dâkjouh dâkjouh dâkjouh dâk  hóu châ  hóu châ  hóu châ  hóu châ    
  he       do      homework    do   LP      very poor 

 

4) She is very good at playing piano 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  tàahntàahntàahntàahn gong gong gong gong----kàhm  kàhm  kàhm  kàhm  tàahn  dâktàahn  dâktàahn  dâktàahn  dâk  hóu lêk  hóu lêk  hóu lêk  hóu lêk    
  she      play    piano            play      LP    very  well 

 
 
 

3. Verb + Object + Comp 

(1) Frequency complementFrequency complementFrequency complementFrequency complement    

� It shows the frequency of an action 

I’ve been to Hong Kong twice 
1) I’ve come to Hong Kong twice 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  làihngóh  làihngóh  làihngóh  làih----gwo  Hêunggwo  Hêunggwo  Hêunggwo  Hêung----Góng  Góng  Góng  Góng  léuhngléuhngléuhngléuhng----chichichichi                
  I      come  EXP      Hong   Kong      2      time 
(one may says “ngóh làih-gwo yât-chî Hêung-Góng”, however it’s not very common) 

 

2) They only saw their daddy once.  

____________________________________________ 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih jihngdeih jihngdeih jihngdeih jihng----haih ginhaih ginhaih ginhaih gin----gwo kéuihgwo kéuihgwo kéuihgwo kéuih----deih ge dêdeih ge dêdeih ge dêdeih ge dê----dìh dìh dìh dìh yâtyâtyâtyât----chichichichi    
 they             only      see  EXP       their         daddy   one time 
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3) I’ve been to the Golden Coast many times 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  heui  gwo  Wòhngngóh  heui  gwo  Wòhngngóh  heui  gwo  Wòhngngóh  heui  gwo  Wòhng----Gâm HóiGâm HóiGâm HóiGâm Hói----Ngohn  Ngohn  Ngohn  Ngohn  hóuhóuhóuhóu----dô chidô chidô chidô chi            
  I       go      EXP         gold             coast        many   time    

 
 

(2) Duration ComplementDuration ComplementDuration ComplementDuration Complement    

I’ve come to Hong Kong for 3 years 

� It tells how long an action or state lasts 
 

1) She didn’t eat any food for 2 days 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih   móuh  sihkkéuih   móuh  sihkkéuih   móuh  sihkkéuih   móuh  sihk----yéh   yéh   yéh   yéh   léuhng yahtléuhng yahtléuhng yahtléuhng yaht            
  she     didn’t have   eat  stuff        2     days 
In negative, the duration can be put before the verb and form with the móuh to form an 
adverbial. 

kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   kéuih   léuhng yaht  móuhléuhng yaht  móuhléuhng yaht  móuhléuhng yaht  móuh  sihk  sihk  sihk  sihk----yéh  yéh  yéh  yéh      
  she          2    days    didn’t have  eat  stuff       

 

2) I’ve come to Hong Kong for 3 years 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  làihngóh  làihngóh  làihngóh  làih----jó  Hêungjó  Hêungjó  Hêungjó  Hêung----Góng  Góng  Góng  Góng  sâam nìhnsâam nìhnsâam nìhnsâam nìhn    
  I      come ed       Hong Kong        3    years 

 
 

(3) Quantity ComplementQuantity ComplementQuantity ComplementQuantity Complement    

I’m 3 inches taller than him 
1) I’m 3 inches taller than him 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh gôu gwo kéuih ngóh gôu gwo kéuih ngóh gôu gwo kéuih ngóh gôu gwo kéuih sâam chyunsâam chyunsâam chyunsâam chyun            
  I     tall  than    him     3    inches 
another sentence pattern: 

ngóh  béi  kéuih gôu ngóh  béi  kéuih gôu ngóh  béi  kéuih gôu ngóh  béi  kéuih gôu sâam chyun sâam chyun sâam chyun sâam chyun     
  I    compare   him    tall    3    inches  

 

2) I’m 5 cm taller than him 

____________________________________________ 
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ngóh gôu gwo kéuih ngóh gôu gwo kéuih ngóh gôu gwo kéuih ngóh gôu gwo kéuih çgh cmçgh cmçgh cmçgh cm (English for “cm”)  (English for “cm”)  (English for “cm”)  (English for “cm”)     
  I     tall   than  him    5    cm 
another sentence pattern: 

ngóh  béi  kéuih gôu ngóh  béi  kéuih gôu ngóh  béi  kéuih gôu ngóh  béi  kéuih gôu çgh cmçgh cmçgh cmçgh cm        
  I     compare  him    tall   5    cm 

 

3) Peter is much fatter than David 

____________________________________________ 

Peter fèih gwo David  Peter fèih gwo David  Peter fèih gwo David  Peter fèih gwo David  hóu dôhóu dôhóu dôhóu dô    
 Peter  fat   than   David      much 
another sentence pattern: 

Peter  béi  David  fèih  Peter  béi  David  fèih  Peter  béi  David  fèih  Peter  béi  David  fèih  hóu dôhóu dôhóu dôhóu dô    
 Peter  compare  David      fat     much 

 

4) Mary is a bit prettier than Kelly 

____________________________________________ 

Mary leng gwo Kelly  Mary leng gwo Kelly  Mary leng gwo Kelly  Mary leng gwo Kelly  síu síusíu síusíu síusíu síu    
Mary   pretty  than   Kelly     a bit 
another sentence pattern: 

Mary  béi  Kelly leng  Mary  béi  Kelly leng  Mary  béi  Kelly leng  Mary  béi  Kelly leng  síu síusíu síusíu síusíu síu    
Mary   compare  Kelley  pretty     a bit 

 
 

4. Verb + Object 1 + Comp + Object 2 
He gives flowers to Mary 

1) He gives flowers to Mary 

____________________________________________ 

kéuih  sung   kéuih  sung   kéuih  sung   kéuih  sung   fâfâfâfâ            bbbbéi  Maryéi  Maryéi  Maryéi  Mary    
  he       give    flower    to      Mary 

 

2) My friend lend money to me 

____________________________________________ 

ngóh  pàhngngóh  pàhngngóh  pàhngngóh  pàhng----yáuh  je  yáuh  je  yáuh  je  yáuh  je  chínchínchínchín    béi ngóhbéi ngóhbéi ngóhbéi ngóh    
  My        friend       lend   money  to    me 
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Unit 10 Daily Useful Expressions 
 

� What a beginning learner learns may be some daily useful expressions. 

However quite often, the way that people say just a kind of habit you 

can’t tell why people say in this way, using these words and in this 

word order. 
 

Then it’s better for you to just remember them instead of trying to 

know the logic in it. 
 
 

1. The way that people say 

� For example, an English learner may not understand “How about I give 

you a lift?” means “How about I drive you?”. The learner may thinks 

“a lift” is so heavy and how can people give it to somebody!  
 
 

1) May I have your honourable surname? 

____________________________________________ 

  gwai  sing    a?  gwai  sing    a?  gwai  sing    a?  gwai  sing    a?    
honourable   surname  PRT? 

 
 

2) I wish you good (usage = Nice to meet you) 

____________________________________________ 

néih  hóunéih  hóunéih  hóunéih  hóu    
 you    good 

 
 

2. The words that people use 

� It’s not common to say “Merry new year” and “Happy Christmas”. As 

a habit, people say “Merry Christmas” and “Happy New Year”.  
 

1) Good morning 

____________________________________________ 
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jóu  sàhnjóu  sàhnjóu  sàhnjóu  sàhn    
early  morning   
(“jîu” also means “morning” or “dawn”, however people never use “jîu” here) 

 
 

3. The word order 

� Due to the way that what people say maybe different from your own 

language, the word order maybe out of your expectation 
 

1) Happy birthday  

____________________________________________ 

sâansâansâansâangggg----yaht  faai lohk  (set expressions)yaht  faai lohk  (set expressions)yaht  faai lohk  (set expressions)yaht  faai lohk  (set expressions)    
    birthday        happy 
What we learnt in the previous chapters is the modifier “happy: faai-lohk” should comes 
before what it modifies “birthday: sâang-yaht”, however it’s reverse here. It’s because 
Cantonese say “I hope your birthday will be happy instead of saying “happy birthday” 
here 
 
 

2) Today, I have a very happy birthday ( a made statement) 

____________________________________________ 

gâmgâmgâmgâm----yaht, ngóh yáuh yâtyaht, ngóh yáuh yâtyaht, ngóh yáuh yâtyaht, ngóh yáuh yât----go  hóu hôigo  hóu hôigo  hóu hôigo  hóu hôi----sâm ge sâangsâm ge sâangsâm ge sâangsâm ge sâang----yahtyahtyahtyaht    
   today ,      I     have    1  MW   very   happy   LP    birthday 
This sentence matches with what we’ve learnt as “happy: hôi-sâm” comes before “birthday: 
sâang-yaht”) 

 

� Generally, “happy” should be “hôi sâm”, “faai lohk” is very formal and 

mainly used in some set expression such as “sâang-yaht faai- lohk”. 
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Unit 11 Glossaries: English to Cantonese 

 
 
a (yât) + MW(yât) + MW(yât) + MW(yât) + MW    

about daaih koidaaih koidaaih koidaaih koi    

add gâgâgâgâ    

afraid ggggêêêêngngngng    

after hauh, jhauh, jhauh, jhauh, jîîîî hauh hauh hauh hauh    

all só yáuh, chyùhn bouhsó yáuh, chyùhn bouhsó yáuh, chyùhn bouhsó yáuh, chyùhn bouh    

already yyyyííííh gh gh gh gîîîîngngngng    

also ddddôôôôuuuu    

always ssssììììhng yahthng yahthng yahthng yaht    

am haihhaihhaihhaih    

American ����Méih Gwok Méih Gwok Méih Gwok Méih Gwok 

����American stAmerican stAmerican stAmerican style: méih yle: méih yle: méih yle: méih 

sîksîksîksîk    

and ttttùùùùhng, thng, thng, thng, tùùùùhng mhng mhng mhng mààààaihaihaihaih    

another lihng ngoih yât MWlihng ngoih yât MWlihng ngoih yât MWlihng ngoih yât MW    

answer ����verb: daap, verb: daap, verb: daap, verb: daap, ����noun: noun: noun: noun: 

daap ondaap ondaap ondaap on    

apple ppppììììhng gwhng gwhng gwhng gwóóóó    

arrive doudoudoudou    

arrogant jih daaihjih daaihjih daaihjih daaih    

as similar: hóu chíhsimilar: hóu chíhsimilar: hóu chíhsimilar: hóu chíh    

at hhhhááááiiii    

Australia Ou JâuOu JâuOu JâuOu Jâu    

away  to leave: lèih hôi to leave: lèih hôi to leave: lèih hôi to leave: lèih hôi    

baby bìh bîbìh bîbìh bîbìh bî    

back ����come back: come back: come back: come back: fâan, fâan, fâan, fâan, 

����the back of a body: the back of a body: the back of a body: the back of a body: 

bui, bui, bui, bui, ����behind: hauh bihnbehind: hauh bihnbehind: hauh bihnbehind: hauh bihn    

balcony louh tòihlouh tòihlouh tòihlouh tòih    

be haihhaihhaihhaih    

beat dádádádá    

because yân waihyân waihyân waihyân waih    

before chìhn, jî chìhnchìhn, jî chìhnchìhn, jî chìhnchìhn, jî chìhn    

belong suhk yûsuhk yûsuhk yûsuhk yû    

big daaihdaaihdaaihdaaih    

birthday sâang yahtsâang yahtsâang yahtsâang yaht    

bit síu síusíu síusíu síusíu síu    

blackboard hâak báanhâak báanhâak báanhâak báan    

body sân táisân táisân táisân tái    

book text books/books with text books/books with text books/books with text books/books with 

ccccontent printed: syû, ontent printed: syû, ontent printed: syû, ontent printed: syû, 

blank books for writing: blank books for writing: blank books for writing: blank books for writing: 

bóu, verb: dehng, book bóu, verb: dehng, book bóu, verb: dehng, book bóu, verb: dehng, book 

keeping: bouh geikeeping: bouh geikeeping: bouh geikeeping: bouh gei    

both léuhng jéléuhng jéléuhng jéléuhng jé    

boy ����nàahm jái, nàahm jái, nàahm jái, nàahm jái, ����boy boy boy boy 

friend: nàahm pàhng friend: nàahm pàhng friend: nàahm pàhng friend: nàahm pàhng 

yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh    

brave yúhng gámyúhng gámyúhng gámyúhng gám    

break ����to break: jíng waaih, to break: jíng waaih, to break: jíng waaih, to break: jíng waaih, 
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jíng laahn, jíng laahn, jíng laahn, jíng laahn, ����broken broken broken broken 

����functional: waaih, functional: waaih, functional: waaih, functional: waaih, 

����physical damage: physical damage: physical damage: physical damage: 

llllaahn; aahn; aahn; aahn; ����break up break up break up break up 

����disassemble: chaakdisassemble: chaakdisassemble: chaakdisassemble: chaak    

bring daaidaaidaaidaai    

brother ����hîng daih, hîng daih, hîng daih, hîng daih, ����elder elder elder elder 

brother: gòh gô, brother: gòh gô, brother: gòh gô, brother: gòh gô, 

����younger brother: sai younger brother: sai younger brother: sai younger brother: sai 

lóulóulóulóu    

bus bâ síbâ síbâ síbâ sí    

but daahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haih    

buy máaihmáaihmáaihmáaih    

by sign of passive: béisign of passive: béisign of passive: béisign of passive: béi    

can ����capable of doing sth: capable of doing sth: capable of doing sth: capable of doing sth: 

sîk, sîk, sîk, sîk, ����permitted to: hó permitted to: hó permitted to: hó permitted to: hó 

yíhyíhyíhyíh    

Canada Gâ Nàh DaaiGâ Nàh DaaiGâ Nàh DaaiGâ Nàh Daaihhhh    

Cantonese Gwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng Wá    

car chêchêchêchê    

careful síu sâmsíu sâmsíu sâmsíu sâm    

Central Jûng WàahnJûng WàahnJûng WàahnJûng Wàahn    

certain yât dihngyât dihngyât dihngyât dihng    

change góigóigóigói    

character jihjihjihjih    

cheap pèhngpèhngpèhngpèhng    

cheat âakâakâakâak    

child sai mân jáisai mân jáisai mân jáisai mân jái    

China Jûng GwokJûng GwokJûng GwokJûng Gwok    

Chinese ����style: jûng sîk, style: jûng sîk, style: jûng sîk, style: jûng sîk, 

Christmas Sing Daan JitSing Daan JitSing Daan JitSing Daan Jit    

city sìhng síhsìhng síhsìhng síhsìhng síh    

clean ����gôn jehng, gôn jehng, gôn jehng, gôn jehng, ����to clean: to clean: to clean: to clean: 

chîng git, chîng git, chîng git, chîng git, ����to wipe: to wipe: to wipe: to wipe: 

maatmaatmaatmaat    

clear chîng chóchîng chóchîng chóchîng chó    

clever chûng mìhngchûng mìhngchûng mìhngchûng mìhng    

cloth boubouboubou    

clothes clothing in general for clothing in general for clothing in general for clothing in general for 

the top: sâamthe top: sâamthe top: sâamthe top: sâam    

clumsy leuhn jeuhnleuhn jeuhnleuhn jeuhnleuhn jeuhn    

coast ngohn, hói ngohnngohn, hói ngohnngohn, hói ngohnngohn, hói ngohn    

colleague tùhng sihtùhng sihtùhng sihtùhng sih    

come làihlàihlàihlàih    

comics maahn wámaahn wámaahn wámaahn wá    

common póu tûngpóu tûngpóu tûngpóu tûng    

COMP abbr.: Complementabbr.: Complementabbr.: Complementabbr.: Complement    

company gûng sîgûng sîgûng sîgûng sî    

compare béi / béi gaaubéi / béi gaaubéi / béi gaaubéi / béi gaau    

complete yùhn chyùhnyùhn chyùhnyùhn chyùhnyùhn chyùhn    

concurrent 
job 

gîmgîmgîmgîm----jîkjîkjîkjîk    

cook ����jyú, jyún faahn, jyú, jyún faahn, jyú, jyún faahn, jyú, jyún faahn, ����a a a a 

cook: chyùh sîcook: chyùh sîcook: chyùh sîcook: chyùh sî    

correctly âamâamâamâam    

course fo chìhng (M: go)fo chìhng (M: go)fo chìhng (M: go)fo chìhng (M: go)    

cross gwogwogwogwo    
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cry ����withwithwithwith tears: haam,  tears: haam,  tears: haam,  tears: haam, 

����shout: giushout: giushout: giushout: giu    

Culture 
Centre 

MàhnMàhnMàhnMàhn----Fa JûngFa JûngFa JûngFa Jûng----SâmSâmSâmSâm    

cup bûibûibûibûi    

cute dâk yidâk yidâk yidâk yi    

daddy dê dìhdê dìhdê dìhdê dìh    

daughter néuinéuinéuinéui    

day yahtyahtyahtyaht    

deliver sung fosung fosung fosung fo    

die séiséiséiséi    

diligent kàhn lihkkàhn lihkkàhn lihkkàhn lihk    

dirty wû jôuwû jôuwû jôuwû jôu    

do jouhjouhjouhjouh    

dog gáugáugáugáu    

doll gûng jáigûng jáigûng jáigûng jái    

dollar mânmânmânmân    

dolphin hói tyùhnhói tyùhnhói tyùhnhói tyùhn    

don’t ¬h¬h¬h¬h    

door mùhnmùhnmùhnmùhn    

drama wá kehkwá kehkwá kehkwá kehk    

draw ����waahk, waahk, waahk, waahk, ����draw draw draw draw 

money: tàih chínmoney: tàih chínmoney: tàih chínmoney: tàih chín    

dress ����a dress: kwàhn, a dress: kwàhn, a dress: kwàhn, a dress: kwàhn, ����put put put put 

on clothing: jeukon clothing: jeukon clothing: jeukon clothing: jeuk    

drive jâ chêjâ chêjâ chêjâ chê    

ear yíhyíhyíhyíh    

early jóujóujóujóu    

earn jaahnjaahnjaahnjaahn    

eat sihksihksihksihk    

English ����people: Yîng Gwok people: Yîng Gwok people: Yîng Gwok people: Yîng Gwok 

yàhn, yàhn, yàhn, yàhn, ����language: Yîng language: Yîng language: Yîng language: Yîng 

MánMánMánMán    

even juhng, even more: juhng, juhng, even more: juhng, juhng, even more: juhng, juhng, even more: juhng, 

gang gâgang gâgang gâgang gâ    

example laih jí, laih yùhlaih jí, laih yùhlaih jí, laih yùhlaih jí, laih yùh    

EXP abbr.: Experiential abbr.: Experiential abbr.: Experiential abbr.: Experiential 

Aspect MarkerAspect MarkerAspect MarkerAspect Marker    

expensive gwaigwaigwaigwai    

fall ditditditdit    

family ����casual: ûk kéi, casual: ûk kéi, casual: ûk kéi, casual: ûk kéi, 

����formal: gâ tìhngformal: gâ tìhngformal: gâ tìhngformal: gâ tìhng    

fast faaifaaifaaifaai    

fat fèihfèihfèihfèih    

father bàh bâ, dê dìhbàh bâ, dê dìhbàh bâ, dê dìhbàh bâ, dê dìh    

festival jit, jit yahtjit, jit yahtjit, jit yahtjit, jit yaht    

fine hóuhóuhóuhóu    

finish yùhnyùhnyùhnyùhn    

finished jouh yùhnjouh yùhnjouh yùhnjouh yùhn    

flower ffffââââ    

fly ����verb: fêi, verb: fêi, verb: fêi, verb: fêi, ����the insect: the insect: the insect: the insect: 

wû yîngwû yîngwû yîngwû yîng    

food yéh sihkyéh sihkyéh sihkyéh sihk    

foolish chéunchéunchéunchéun    

foreigner ngoih gwok yàhnngoih gwok yàhnngoih gwok yàhnngoih gwok yàhn    

forever wíhng yúhnwíhng yúhnwíhng yúhnwíhng yúhn    
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forget ¬h gei dâk¬h gei dâk¬h gei dâk¬h gei dâk    

four seiseiseisei    

frank táan baahk, lóuh sahttáan baahk, lóuh sahttáan baahk, lóuh sahttáan baahk, lóuh saht    

friend pàhng yáuhpàhng yáuhpàhng yáuhpàhng yáuh    

from yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh    

front chìhn bihnchìhn bihnchìhn bihnchìhn bihn    

gamble dóu chíndóu chíndóu chíndóu chín    

German ����people:people:people:people: Dâk Gwok  Dâk Gwok  Dâk Gwok  Dâk Gwok 

yàhn, yàhn, yàhn, yàhn, ����language: Dâk language: Dâk language: Dâk language: Dâk 

MánMánMánMán    

get ����ló, ló, ló, ló, llllîng, îng, îng, îng, ����get off: get off: get off: get off: 

lohklohklohklohk    

girl ����néuih jái, néuih jái, néuih jái, néuih jái, ����girl girl girl girl 

friend: néuih pàhng yáuhfriend: néuih pàhng yáuhfriend: néuih pàhng yáuhfriend: néuih pàhng yáuh    

give ����béi, béi, béi, béi, ����give back the give back the give back the give back the 

change: jáauchange: jáauchange: jáauchange: jáau    

glass ����cup: bûi, cup: bûi, cup: bûi, cup: bûi, ����glass glass glass glass 

material: bô lêimaterial: bô lêimaterial: bô lêimaterial: bô lêi    

go heui, go out: chêut heuiheui, go out: chêut heuiheui, go out: chêut heuiheui, go out: chêut heui    

gold gâmgâmgâmgâm    

Golden 
Coast 

Wòhng Wòhng Wòhng Wòhng Gâm Hói NgohnGâm Hói NgohnGâm Hói NgohnGâm Hói Ngohn    

good ����hóu, hóu, hóu, hóu, ����good value: dáigood value: dáigood value: dáigood value: dái    

goods fo (maht)fo (maht)fo (maht)fo (maht)    

guy lóulóulóulóu    

half bunbunbunbun    

hand sáusáusáusáu    

happy hôi sâmhôi sâmhôi sâmhôi sâm    

have ����yáuh, have to: yiu, yáuh, have to: yiu, yáuh, have to: yiu, yáuh, have to: yiu, 

����have a meal: sihk have a meal: sihk have a meal: sihk have a meal: sihk 

faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    

he kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

health ����gihn hông, gihn hông, gihn hông, gihn hông, ����usually usually usually usually 

people say people say people say people say     

hear têngtêngtêngtêng    

heavy chúhngchúhngchúhngchúhng    

her kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

here nî douhnî douhnî douhnî douh    

him kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

his kéuih gekéuih gekéuih gekéuih ge    

hole lûnglûnglûnglûng    

home ûk kéiûk kéiûk kéiûk kéi    

homework gûng fogûng fogûng fogûng fo    

Hong Kong Hêung GóngHêung GóngHêung GóngHêung Góng    

hope hêi mohnghêi mohnghêi mohnghêi mohng    

horse ����máh, máh, máh, máh, ����horse racing: horse racing: horse racing: horse racing: 

páau máhpáau máhpáau máhpáau máh    

hospital yî yûnyî yûnyî yûnyî yûn    

hot yihtyihtyihtyiht    

hour jûng (tàuh)jûng (tàuh)jûng (tàuh)jûng (tàuh)    

house ûkûkûkûk    

how? ����qty: géi, qty: géi, qty: géi, qty: géi, ����the way: the way: the way: the way: 

dím (yéung), dím (yéung), dím (yéung), dím (yéung), ����how how how how 

about …?… hóuabout …?… hóuabout …?… hóuabout …?… hóu ¬h  ¬h  ¬h  ¬h 

hóu, hóu, hóu, hóu, ����how long?: géi how long?: géi how long?: géi how long?: géi 

noih, noih, noih, noih, ����how many?: géi how many?: géi how many?: géi how many?: géi 

dôdôdôdô    

however daahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haih    

hundred baakbaakbaakbaak    
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husband ����sîn sâang(polite), sîn sâang(polite), sîn sâang(polite), sîn sâang(polite), 

����lóuh gûng(casual)lóuh gûng(casual)lóuh gûng(casual)lóuh gûng(casual)    

I ngóhngóhngóhngóh    

ice bîngbîngbîngbîng    

ice-cream syut gôusyut gôusyut gôusyut gôu    

if yùh gwóyùh gwóyùh gwóyùh gwó    

in at: hái, enter: yahpat: hái, enter: yahpat: hái, enter: yahpat: hái, enter: yahp    

inches chyunchyunchyunchyun    

ing gángángángán    

interesting dâk yi, hóu wdâk yi, hóu wdâk yi, hóu wdâk yi, hóu wáanáanáanáan    

interview gin gûng, mihn sigin gûng, mihn sigin gûng, mihn sigin gûng, mihn si    

into yahp heuiyahp heuiyahp heuiyahp heui    

it kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

Japan Yaht BúnYaht BúnYaht BúnYaht Bún    

Japanese ����people: yaht bún yàhn, people: yaht bún yàhn, people: yaht bún yàhn, people: yaht bún yàhn, 

����language: yaht mánlanguage: yaht mánlanguage: yaht mánlanguage: yaht mán    

job gûng (M: fahn), gûng gûng (M: fahn), gûng gûng (M: fahn), gûng gûng (M: fahn), gûng 

jokjokjokjok    

Jordan Jó DêunJó DêunJó DêunJó Dêun    

jump tiutiutiutiu    

June luhk yuhtluhk yuhtluhk yuhtluhk yuht    

just ����just before: âam âjust before: âam âjust before: âam âjust before: âam âaaaam / m / m / m / 

jing wah, jing wah, jing wah, jing wah, ����just only: just only: just only: just only: 

jihjihjihjihng haihng haihng haihng haih    

kill animals: tônganimals: tônganimals: tônganimals: tông    

kitchen chyùh fóngchyùh fóngchyùh fóngchyùh fóng    

kitty baby cat: mâau jáibaby cat: mâau jáibaby cat: mâau jáibaby cat: mâau jái    

know jî doujî doujî doujî dou    

lady ����girl: néuih jái, girl: néuih jái, girl: néuih jái, girl: néuih jái, 

����address a lady: síu jéaddress a lady: síu jéaddress a lady: síu jéaddress a lady: síu jé    

language yú yìhnyú yìhnyú yìhnyú yìhn    

last ����previous: seuhng, previous: seuhng, previous: seuhng, previous: seuhng, 

����the end: jeui méihthe end: jeui méihthe end: jeui méihthe end: jeui méih    

late chìhchìhchìhchìh    

laugh siusiusiusiu    

lazy láahnláahnláahnláahn    

learn hohkhohkhohkhohk    

leave jáu, jáu, jáu, jáu, lèih hôilèih hôilèih hôilèih hôi    

left ����left side: jó bihn, left side: jó bihn, left side: jó bihn, left side: jó bihn, 

����verb: jáu, lèih hôiverb: jáu, lèih hôiverb: jáu, lèih hôiverb: jáu, lèih hôi    

lend jejejeje    

less síu dîsíu dîsíu dîsíu dî    

letter seun (M: fûng)seun (M: fûng)seun (M: fûng)seun (M: fûng)    

like jûng yijûng yijûng yijûng yi    

listen têngtêngtêngtêng    

little ����hhhhóóóóu su su su sííííu, u, u, u, ����a little bit: a little bit: a little bit: a little bit: 

ssssííííu su su su sííííuuuu    

live jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    

loan borrow money: je chínborrow money: je chínborrow money: je chínborrow money: je chín    

long ����chèuhng chèuhng chèuhng chèuhng ����long long long long 

winded: chèuhng heiwinded: chèuhng heiwinded: chèuhng heiwinded: chèuhng hei    

look ����mohng, mohng, mohng, mohng, ����look for: look for: look for: look for: 

wánwánwánwán    

lose ¬h gin¬h gin¬h gin¬h gin    

lots dôdôdôdô    

love ����formal: oi, formal: oi, formal: oi, formal: oi, ����casual casual casual casual 
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(more common): jûng yi(more common): jûng yi(more common): jûng yi(more common): jûng yi    

LP abbr.: Linking Particleabbr.: Linking Particleabbr.: Linking Particleabbr.: Linking Particle    

mainland daaih luhkdaaih luhkdaaih luhkdaaih luhk    

make ����jouh, jouh, jouh, jouh, ����make by hand: make by hand: make by hand: make by hand: 

jíng, jíng, jíng, jíng, ����in a slang way: in a slang way: in a slang way: in a slang way: 

gáaugáaugáaugáau    

male nàahmnàahmnàahmnàahm    

man nàahm yánnàahm yánnàahm yánnàahm yán    

many dôdôdôdô    

marry git fângit fângit fângit fân    

may permitted to do sth: hó permitted to do sth: hó permitted to do sth: hó permitted to do sth: hó 

yíhyíhyíhyíh    

May ±h yuht±h yuht±h yuht±h yuht    

me ngóhngóhngóhngóh    

meal châanchâanchâanchâan    

mean ����equal to: jîk haih, equal to: jîk haih, equal to: jîk haih, equal to: jîk haih, 

����meaning: yi sîmeaning: yi sîmeaning: yi sîmeaning: yi sî    

milk náaihnáaihnáaihnáaih    

milk tea náaih chàhnáaih chàhnáaih chàhnáaih chàh    

mine ngóh gengóh gengóh gengóh ge    

money chínchínchínchín    

month ����yuht, yuht, yuht, yuht, ����this month: nî this month: nî this month: nî this month: nî 

go yuht, go yuht, go yuht, go yuht, ����last month: last month: last month: last month: 

seuhng go yuht, seuhng go yuht, seuhng go yuht, seuhng go yuht, ����next next next next 

month: hah go yuhtmonth: hah go yuhtmonth: hah go yuhtmonth: hah go yuht    

more dô dîdô dîdô dîdô dî    

morning jîu jóujîu jóujîu jóujîu jóu    

most ����jeui jeui jeui jeui ����most probably: most probably: most probably: most probably: 

dô soudô soudô soudô sou    

mother mâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìh    

Mother’s 
day 

Móuh Chân JitMóuh Chân JitMóuh Chân JitMóuh Chân Jit    

movie ����hei (MW: tou, chêut), hei (MW: tou, chêut), hei (MW: tou, chêut), hei (MW: tou, chêut), 

����movie star: mìhng movie star: mìhng movie star: mìhng movie star: mìhng 

sîngsîngsîngsîng    

MTR deih titdeih titdeih titdeih tit    

much hóu dôhóu dôhóu dôhóu dô    

mum mâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìh    

MW abbr.: Measure Wordabbr.: Measure Wordabbr.: Measure Wordabbr.: Measure Word    

my ngóh gengóh gengóh gengóh ge    

name méngméngméngméng    

naughty yáihyáihyáihyáih    

never chùhng lòih ¬hchùhng lòih ¬hchùhng lòih ¬hchùhng lòih ¬h    

New 
Zealand 

Náu Sâi LàahnNáu Sâi LàahnNáu Sâi LàahnNáu Sâi Làahn    

newspaper bou jíbou jíbou jíbou jí    

next gaak lèihgaak lèihgaak lèihgaak lèih    

nice ����personality: hóu, hóu personality: hóu, hóu personality: hóu, hóu personality: hóu, hóu 

yàhn, yàhn, yàhn, yàhn, ����look nice: lenglook nice: lenglook nice: lenglook nice: leng    

not ����don’t: ¬h, don’t: ¬h, don’t: ¬h, don’t: ¬h, ����be not: be not: be not: be not: 

¬h, ¬h, ¬h, ¬h, ����not yet: meih, not yet: meih, not yet: meih, not yet: meih, 

����don’t have: móuhdon’t have: móuhdon’t have: móuhdon’t have: móuh    

now yìh gâyìh gâyìh gâyìh gâ    

number ����houh máh, houh máh, houh máh, houh máh, 

����transliteration: nâtransliteration: nâtransliteration: nâtransliteration: nâm bám bám bám bá    

o’clock dímdímdímdím    

offend dâk jeuihdâk jeuihdâk jeuihdâk jeuih    

office ����baahn gûng sât, sé jih baahn gûng sât, sé jih baahn gûng sât, sé jih baahn gûng sât, sé jih 

làuh, làuh, làuh, làuh, ����usually people usually people usually people usually people 

say say say say     
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often sìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yaht    

once yât chiyât chiyât chiyât chi    

one yâtyâtyâtyât    

only jihngjihngjihngjihng----haihhaihhaihhaih    

open ����hôi, hôi, hôi, hôi, ����opening hours: opening hours: opening hours: opening hours: 

hôi fong sìh gaanhôi fong sìh gaanhôi fong sìh gaanhôi fong sìh gaan    

or dihng, waahk jédihng, waahk jédihng, waahk jédihng, waahk jé    

order ����command: mihng command: mihng command: mihng command: mihng 

lihng, lihng, lihng, lihng, ����order order order order food in a food in a food in a food in a 

restaurant: giurestaurant: giurestaurant: giurestaurant: giu    

our ngóh deih gengóh deih gengóh deih gengóh deih ge    

out ����chêut, chêut, chêut, chêut, ����out of order, out of order, out of order, out of order, 

waaihwaaihwaaihwaaih    

overtime gâ bâangâ bâangâ bâangâ bâan    

parent fuh móuhfuh móuhfuh móuhfuh móuh    

Paris Bâ LàihBâ LàihBâ LàihBâ Làih    

Park’n 
shop 

Baak GâaiBaak GâaiBaak GâaiBaak Gâai    

part ����a part: bouh fahn, a part: bouh fahn, a part: bouh fahn, a part: bouh fahn, ����to to to to 

part a place: gaanpart a place: gaanpart a place: gaanpart a place: gaan    

passage mán (MW: pîn)mán (MW: pîn)mán (MW: pîn)mán (MW: pîn)    

pen ����bât, bât, bât, bât, ����pencil case: bât pencil case: bât pencil case: bât pencil case: bât 

hápháphápháp    

person yàhn, yányàhn, yányàhn, yányàhn, yán    

piano gong kàhmgong kàhmgong kàhmgong kàhm    

pick jâpjâpjâpjâp    

place(verb) jâijâijâijâi    

play ����wáan, wáan, wáan, wáan, ����playing playing playing playing 

tricks: jíng gútricks: jíng gútricks: jíng gútricks: jíng gú    

please ¬h gôi¬h gôi¬h gôi¬h gôi    

police ����gíng chaat, gíng chaat, gíng chaat, gíng chaat, ����police police police police 

station: châai gúnstation: châai gúnstation: châai gúnstation: châai gún    

poor ����inferior: châ, inferior: châ, inferior: châ, inferior: châ, ����no no no no 

money: kùhngmoney: kùhngmoney: kùhngmoney: kùhng    

pound bohngbohngbohngbohng    

practice lihn jaahplihn jaahplihn jaahplihn jaahp    

pretty lenglenglengleng    

problem mahn tàihmahn tàihmahn tàihmahn tàih    

PRT abbr.: Modal Particlesabbr.: Modal Particlesabbr.: Modal Particlesabbr.: Modal Particles    

puppy gáu jáigáu jáigáu jáigáu jái    

put ����take: take: take: take: llllîng, ló, îng, ló, îng, ló, îng, ló, ����place: place: place: place: 

fongfongfongfong    

question mahn tàihmahn tàihmahn tàihmahn tàih    

quite géigéigéigéi    

rain ����verb, raining: lohk verb, raining: lohk verb, raining: lohk verb, raining: lohk 

yúh, yúh, yúh, yúh, ����noun, the rain: noun, the rain: noun, the rain: noun, the rain: 

yúhyúhyúhyúh    

read táitáitáitái    

real jân haihjân haihjân haihjân haih    

really jân haihjân haihjân haihjân haih    

research yìhn gauyìhn gauyìhn gauyìhn gau    

resign chìh jîkchìh jîkchìh jîkchìh jîk    

responsible fuh jaakfuh jaakfuh jaakfuh jaak    

return sth 
back 

wàahnwàahnwàahnwàahn    

rice ����cooked rice: faahn, cooked rice: faahn, cooked rice: faahn, cooked rice: faahn, 

����uncooked rice: máihuncooked rice: máihuncooked rice: máihuncooked rice: máih    

road louh, máh louhlouh, máh louhlouh, máh louhlouh, máh louh    
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robber cháakcháakcháakcháak    

room fóngfóngfóngfóng    

salary yàhn gûngyàhn gûngyàhn gûngyàhn gûng    

say wah, góngwah, góngwah, góngwah, góng    

school ����hohk haauh, hohk haauh, hohk haauh, hohk haauh, ����school school school school 

bag: syû bâau, bag: syû bâau, bag: syû bâau, bag: syû bâau, 

����primary school: síu primary school: síu primary school: síu primary school: síu 

hohk, hohk, hohk, hohk, ����secondary secondary secondary secondary 

schoolschoolschoolschool: jûng hohk, : jûng hohk, : jûng hohk, : jûng hohk, 

����university: daaih hohkuniversity: daaih hohkuniversity: daaih hohkuniversity: daaih hohk    

scold laauhlaauhlaauhlaauh    

see gingingingin    

seem ����tái làih, tái làih, tái làih, tái làih, ����seems like: seems like: seems like: seems like: 

hóu chíhhóu chíhhóu chíhhóu chíh    

seldom hóu síuhóu síuhóu síuhóu síu    

send sungsungsungsung    

severe yìhm laih, yìhm juhngyìhm laih, yìhm juhngyìhm laih, yìhm juhngyìhm laih, yìhm juhng    

Sha Tin Sâ TìhnSâ TìhnSâ TìhnSâ Tìhn    

Shatin Sâ TìhnSâ TìhnSâ TìhnSâ Tìhn    

she kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

Sheung 
Wan 

Seuhng WàahnSeuhng WàahnSeuhng WàahnSeuhng Wàahn    

shop pou táupou táupou táupou táu    

shopping máaih yémáaih yémáaih yémáaih yéhhhh    

short ����in height: áin height: áin height: áin height: áiiii, , , , ����in in in in 

length: dyúnlength: dyúnlength: dyúnlength: dyún    

should yîng gôiyîng gôiyîng gôiyîng gôi    

sit chóhchóhchóhchóh    

skip tiutiutiutiu    

sleep fan gaaufan gaaufan gaaufan gaau    

slow maahnmaahnmaahnmaahn    

small ����sai, sai, sai, sai, ����small change: small change: small change: small change: 

sáan jísáan jísáan jísáan jí    

smart lêklêklêklêk    

so gamgamgamgam    

sofa sô fásô fásô fásô fá    

some yât dîyât dîyât dîyât dî    

sometimes yáuh sìhyáuh sìhyáuh sìhyáuh sìh    

son jáijáijáijái    

sorry ¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu yihóu yihóu yihóu yi----sisisisi    

sound sêngsêngsêngsêng    

Spain SSSSâi Bâan Ngàhâi Bâan Ngàhâi Bâan Ngàhâi Bâan Ngàh    

Spanish ����people: Sâi Bâan Ngàh people: Sâi Bâan Ngàh people: Sâi Bâan Ngàh people: Sâi Bâan Ngàh 

yàhn, yàhn, yàhn, yàhn, ����language: Sâi language: Sâi language: Sâi language: Sâi 

Bâan Ngàh MánBâan Ngàh MánBâan Ngàh MánBâan Ngàh Mán    

speak gónggónggónggóng    

speaker góng jégóng jégóng jégóng jé    

spend ����spend money: sái, spend money: sái, spend money: sái, spend money: sái, 

����use: yuhnguse: yuhnguse: yuhnguse: yuhng    

stand kéihkéihkéihkéih    

state ����country: gwok gâ, country: gwok gâ, country: gwok gâ, country: gwok gâ, 

����the USA: Méih Gwokthe USA: Méih Gwokthe USA: Méih Gwokthe USA: Méih Gwok    

station jaahmjaahmjaahmjaahm    

stay lauhlauhlauhlauh    

steal tâutâutâutâu    

still juhngjuhngjuhngjuhng    

stop tìhngtìhngtìhngtìhng    

stubborn gu jâpgu jâpgu jâpgu jâp    

student hohk sâanghohk sâanghohk sâanghohk sâang    

 
 

Word Order                                                                   Page 72 

studies duhk syûduhk syûduhk syûduhk syû    

study wân syûwân syûwân syûwân syû    

stuff yéhyéhyéhyéh    

stupid chéunchéunchéunchéun    

subject fô, fô muhkfô, fô muhkfô, fô muhkfô, fô muhk    

subtitle jih mohkjih mohkjih mohkjih mohk    

successfully complement: dóucomplement: dóucomplement: dóucomplement: dóu    

summer ����hah tîn, hah tîn, hah tîn, hah tîn, ����summer summer summer summer 

holiday: syú gaholiday: syú gaholiday: syú gaholiday: syú ga    

surname singsingsingsing    

swim yàuh séuiyàuh séuiyàuh séuiyàuh séui    

table ttttóióióiói    

Tai Po Daaih BouDaaih BouDaaih BouDaaih Bou    

take ����carry: ló, carry: ló, carry: ló, carry: ló, 

����transportation: daaptransportation: daaptransportation: daaptransportation: daap    

talk gónggónggónggóng    

tall gôugôugôugôu    

teach gaaugaaugaaugaau    

telephone dihn wádihn wádihn wádihn wá    

tell gónggónggónggóng    

ten ����sahp, sahp, sahp, sahp, ����ten thousand: ten thousand: ten thousand: ten thousand: 

maahnmaahnmaahnmaahn    

than over: gwoover: gwoover: gwoover: gwo    

that gó + MWgó + MWgó + MWgó + MW    

the MWMWMWMW    

them kéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deih    

then gân jyuhgân jyuhgân jyuhgân jyuh    

there gó douhgó douhgó douhgó douh    

therefore só só só só yíhyíhyíhyíh    

they kéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deih    

thing yéhyéhyéhyéh    

think námnámnámnám    

this nî + MWnî + MWnî + MWnî + MW    

those gó dîgó dîgó dîgó dî    

thousand chînchînchînchîn    

three sâamsâamsâamsâam    

ticket fêifêifêifêi    

time ����sìh gaan, sìh gaan, sìh gaan, sìh gaan, ����freq.: chifreq.: chifreq.: chifreq.: chi    

tired guihguihguihguih    

to heuiheuiheuiheui    

today gâm yahtgâm yahtgâm yahtgâm yaht    

together yât chàihyât chàihyât chàihyât chàih    

toilet ����wash room: sái sáu wash room: sái sáu wash room: sái sáu wash room: sái sáu 

gâan (elegant, used with gâan (elegant, used with gâan (elegant, used with gâan (elegant, used with 

strangerstrangerstrangerstrangers), s), s), s), ����toilet: chi toilet: chi toilet: chi toilet: chi 

só (casual, used at só (casual, used at só (casual, used at só (casual, used at 

home)home)home)home)    

tomorrow tîng yahttîng yahttîng yahttîng yaht    

tonight gâm máahngâm máahngâm máahngâm máahn    

too taaitaaitaaitaai    

toy wuhn geuihwuhn geuihwuhn geuihwuhn geuih    

translate yihk, fâan yihkyihk, fâan yihkyihk, fâan yihkyihk, fâan yihk    

travel léuih hàhngléuih hàhngléuih hàhngléuih hàhng    

Tsim Sha 
Tsui 

Jîm Sâ JéuiJîm Sâ JéuiJîm Sâ JéuiJîm Sâ Jéui    

Tuesday láih baai yihláih baai yihláih baai yihláih baai yih    
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TV dihn sihdihn sihdihn sihdihn sih    

twice léuhng chiléuhng chiléuhng chiléuhng chi    

two yihyihyihyih    

type ����to tto tto tto type: dá jih, ype: dá jih, ype: dá jih, ype: dá jih, ����kind: kind: kind: kind: 

júng (leuih)júng (leuih)júng (leuih)júng (leuih)    

typing dá jihdá jihdá jihdá jih    

understand mìhngmìhngmìhngmìhng    

unhappy ¬h hôi sâm¬h hôi sâm¬h hôi sâm¬h hôi sâm    

up héihéihéihéi    

USA Méih GwokMéih GwokMéih GwokMéih Gwok    

use yuhngyuhngyuhngyuhng    

usually tûng sèuhngtûng sèuhngtûng sèuhngtûng sèuhng    

Vancouver Wân Gô WàhWân Gô WàhWân Gô WàhWân Gô Wàh    

very hóuhóuhóuhóu    

visit ����friends: taam, friends: taam, friends: taam, friends: taam, 

����museums: châam gûn, museums: châam gûn, museums: châam gûn, museums: châam gûn, 

����a president visit a president visit a president visit a president visit 

another country, a another country, a another country, a another country, a 

rrrreporter interview a eporter interview a eporter interview a eporter interview a 

famous person: fóng famous person: fóng famous person: fóng famous person: fóng 

mahnmahnmahnmahn    

wait dángdángdángdáng    

walk hàahnghàahnghàahnghàahng    

wallet ngàhn bâaungàhn bâaungàhn bâaungàhn bâau    

Wanchai Wâan JáiWâan JáiWâan JáiWâan Jái    

want séungséungséungséung    

watch ����to watch: tái, wrist to watch: tái, wrist to watch: tái, wrist to watch: tái, wrist 

watch: sáu bîu (M: jek)watch: sáu bîu (M: jek)watch: sáu bîu (M: jek)watch: sáu bîu (M: jek)    

water séuiséuiséuiséui    

we ngóh deihngóh deihngóh deihngóh deih    

wear jeukjeukjeukjeuk    

weather tîn heitîn heitîn heitîn hei    

week ����láih baai, láih baai, láih baai, láih baai, ����this week: this week: this week: this week: 

nnnnî go láih baai, î go láih baai, î go láih baai, î go láih baai, ����last last last last 

week: seuhng go láih week: seuhng go láih week: seuhng go láih week: seuhng go láih 

baai, baai, baai, baai, ����next week: hah next week: hah next week: hah next week: hah 

go láih baaigo láih baaigo láih baaigo láih baai    

well ����a well: jéng, a well: jéng, a well: jéng, a well: jéng, ����good: good: good: good: 

hóu, hóu, hóu, hóu, ����interjection: gáminterjection: gáminterjection: gáminterjection: gám    

what ����mât yéh, mât yéh, mât yéh, mât yéh, ����what time: what time: what time: what time: 

géi dímgéi dímgéi dímgéi dím    

when ����in a statement: dông, in a statement: dông, in a statement: dông, in a statement: dông, 

����in a question: géi sìhin a question: géi sìhin a question: géi sìhin a question: géi sìh    

where bîn douhbîn douhbîn douhbîn douh    

which bîn MWbîn MWbîn MWbîn MW    

who bîbîbîbîn go?n go?n go?n go?    

will wúihwúihwúihwúih    

window chêungchêungchêungchêung    

wipe maatmaatmaatmaat    

wish hêi mohng, jûkhêi mohng, jûkhêi mohng, jûkhêi mohng, jûk    

with tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng    

work ����back to work: fâan back to work: fâan back to work: fâan back to work: fâan 

gûng, gûng, gûng, gûng, ����do: jouhdo: jouhdo: jouhdo: jouh    

yawn dá haam louhdá haam louhdá haam louhdá haam louh    

year ����nìhn, nìhn, nìhn, nìhn, ����this year: gâm this year: gâm this year: gâm this year: gâm 

nín, nín, nín, nín, ����last year: gauh last year: gauh last year: gauh last year: gauh 

nín, seuhng nín, nín, seuhng nín, nín, seuhng nín, nín, seuhng nín, ����next next next next 

year: chêut nín, years year: chêut nín, years year: chêut nín, years year: chêut nín, years 

old: seuiold: seuiold: seuiold: seui    

 
 

Word Order                                                                   Page 74 

yesterday kkkkàhm yahtàhm yahtàhm yahtàhm yaht    

yet (juhng) meih(juhng) meih(juhng) meih(juhng) meih    

you ����singular: néih, singular: néih, singular: néih, singular: néih, ����plural: plural: plural: plural: 

néih deihnéih deihnéih deihnéih deih    

your ����singular: néih ge, singular: néih ge, singular: néih ge, singular: néih ge, 

����plural: néih deih geplural: néih deih geplural: néih deih geplural: néih deih ge    

yours singular: néih ge, plural: singular: néih ge, plural: singular: néih ge, plural: singular: néih ge, plural: 

néih deih genéih deih genéih deih genéih deih ge    
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