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Part I   Different Predicates 
 

Unit 1 A verb as the predicate  

1. I go….. 

subject + verbsubject + verbsubject + verbsubject + verb    

1. I go  

ngóh ngóh ngóh ngóh heuiheuiheuiheui    
 I       go  

 

2. I’m sorry , I forgot  

¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu yihóu yihóu yihóu yi----si,  ngóh  ¬hsi,  ngóh  ¬hsi,  ngóh  ¬hsi,  ngóh  ¬h----geigeigeigei----dâk  jódâk  jódâk  jódâk  jó    
     sorry,           I       not remember     ed 

 

3. He cough s /kât/ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih kâtkéuih kâtkéuih kâtkéuih kât    
 

4. I am not going   

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh ¬h heuingóh ¬h heuingóh ¬h heuingóh ¬h heui    
 

5. He is not coming   /làih/ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬h làihkéuih ¬h làihkéuih ¬h làihkéuih ¬h làih    
 

6. They go out   

chêut heui __________________________________chêut heui __________________________________chêut heui __________________________________chêut heui __________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih chêutdeih chêutdeih chêutdeih chêut----heuiheuiheuiheui    
 

7. He graduate s 

bât yihp___________________________________bât yihp___________________________________bât yihp___________________________________bât yihp___________________________________    
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kéuih bâtkéuih bâtkéuih bâtkéuih bât----yihpyihpyihpyihp    
 

8. She don’t like 

jûng yi __________jûng yi __________jûng yi __________jûng yi ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬h jûngkéuih ¬h jûngkéuih ¬h jûngkéuih ¬h jûng----yiyiyiyi    
 

 

 

2. I watch TV 

subject + verb + objectsubject + verb + objectsubject + verb + objectsubject + verb + object    

1. I watch  TV  

ngóh   tái     ngóh   tái     ngóh   tái     ngóh   tái     dihn sihdihn sihdihn sihdihn sih    
 I        watch        TV  

 

2. I am not going to Central  

ngóh  heui   Jûng Wàahnngóh  heui   Jûng Wàahnngóh  heui   Jûng Wàahnngóh  heui   Jûng Wàahn    
 I         go         Central  

 

3. I eat  apples   

sihk / pìsihk / pìsihk / pìsihk / pìhng gwó _________________________________hng gwó _________________________________hng gwó _________________________________hng gwó _________________________________    

kéuih sihk pìhngkéuih sihk pìhngkéuih sihk pìhngkéuih sihk pìhng----gwógwógwógwó    
 

4. We will not buy those books 

máaih / gó dî syû_____________________________máaih / gó dî syû_____________________________máaih / gó dî syû_____________________________máaih / gó dî syû_____________________________    

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih ¬h máaih gó dî syûdeih ¬h máaih gó dî syûdeih ¬h máaih gó dî syûdeih ¬h máaih gó dî syû    
 

5. He drinks coke  

yám / Hó Lohk ___________________________________yám / Hó Lohk ___________________________________yám / Hó Lohk ___________________________________yám / Hó Lohk ___________________________________    

kéuih yám Hókéuih yám Hókéuih yám Hókéuih yám Hó----LohkLohkLohkLohk    

    

6. She doesn’t drink wine 

yám / jáu _____________________________________yám / jáu _____________________________________yám / jáu _____________________________________yám / jáu _____________________________________    
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kéuih ¬h yám jáu gekéuih ¬h yám jáu gekéuih ¬h yám jáu gekéuih ¬h yám jáu ge    
 

 

 

3. I’m going to Central at 4:00 

subject + time + verbsubject + time + verbsubject + time + verbsubject + time + verb    

In Cantonese, the modifier always comes before the one it 

modifies. Therefore, adverbials must come before the verb that it 

modifies. 

If you want to change it into negative form, put the modifier 

“¬h-haih” just before what you want to negate. 
 
 

1. I am going to Central at 4:00 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  sei dímsei dímsei dímsei dím   heui   Jûng Wàahn   heui   Jûng Wàahn   heui   Jûng Wàahn   heui   Jûng Wàahn    
 I         4:00         go         Central  

 

2. I am going to Central not at 4:00 (I go to Central at another time) 

ngóh  ¬h haih  sei dím   heui   Jûng Wàahnngóh  ¬h haih  sei dím   heui   Jûng Wàahnngóh  ¬h haih  sei dím   heui   Jûng Wàahnngóh  ¬h haih  sei dím   heui   Jûng Wàahn    
 I        not  be       4:00         go         Central  

 

3. I’m not going to Central at 4:00. (I am going to another place at 

4:00) 

ngóh  sei dím   ¬h haih  heui ngóh  sei dím   ¬h haih  heui ngóh  sei dím   ¬h haih  heui ngóh  sei dím   ¬h haih  heui   Jûng Wàahn  Jûng Wàahn  Jûng Wàahn  Jûng Wàahn    
 I         4:00         not  be     go         Central  

In Cantonese, “not go: ¬h heui”, means that one does not want to 

go.  

In Cantonese “not be go: ¬h haih heui”, it’s only a fact he 

doesn’t go. 

You can compare this with “I am not going: ngóh ¬h heui” 

 

4. I arrived  at 10:30 

ngóh  sahp dím   bun   doungóh  sahp dím   bun   doungóh  sahp dím   bun   doungóh  sahp dím   bun   dou    
 I           10:00       half      arrive 
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5. I did not arrive at 12:15 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh ¬h haih sahpngóh ¬h haih sahpngóh ¬h haih sahpngóh ¬h haih sahp----yih dím sâam douyih dím sâam douyih dím sâam douyih dím sâam dou    
 

6. I am  going go to the USA  next month  

hah go hah go hah go hah go  yuht _______________________________ yuht _______________________________ yuht _______________________________ yuht _______________________________    
next  MW  month 

ngóh hahngóh hahngóh hahngóh hah----gogogogo----yuht heui Méihyuht heui Méihyuht heui Méihyuht heui Méih----GwokGwokGwokGwok    
 

7. I am not going to the USA next month  (I’m going some other 

time) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬h----haih hahhaih hahhaih hahhaih hah----gogogogo----yuht heui Méihyuht heui Méihyuht heui Méihyuht heui Méih----GwokGwokGwokGwok    
 

8. I am not going to the USA next month (I’m going to somewhere 

else) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh hahngóh hahngóh hahngóh hah----gogogogo----yuht ¬hyuht ¬hyuht ¬hyuht ¬h----haih heui Méihhaih heui Méihhaih heui Méihhaih heui Méih----GwokGwokGwokGwok    
 

9. I have to leave  at 2:00 

(I have to 2:00 leave  /  I 2:00 have to leave) 

yiu  /  jáu _______________________________yiu  /  jáu _______________________________yiu  /  jáu _______________________________yiu  /  jáu _______________________________    
have to   leave 

ngóh yiu léuhngngóh yiu léuhngngóh yiu léuhngngóh yiu léuhng----dím jáu / ngóh léuhngdím jáu / ngóh léuhngdím jáu / ngóh léuhngdím jáu / ngóh léuhng----dím yiu jáudím yiu jáudím yiu jáudím yiu jáu    
 

10. I go to travel  this summer holiday  

léuih hàhng / syú galéuih hàhng / syú galéuih hàhng / syú galéuih hàhng / syú ga    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh nîngóh nîngóh nîngóh nî----go syúgo syúgo syúgo syú----ga heui léuih hàhngga heui léuih hàhngga heui léuih hàhngga heui léuih hàhng    
 

11. I go to travel not in this summer holiday 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
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ngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬h----haih nîhaih nîhaih nîhaih nî----go syúgo syúgo syúgo syú----ga heui léuih hàhngga heui léuih hàhngga heui léuih hàhngga heui léuih hàhng    
 

12. I am not going to travel this summer holiday 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh nîngóh nîngóh nîngóh nî----go syúgo syúgo syúgo syú----ga ¬hga ¬hga ¬hga ¬h----haih heui léuih hàhnghaih heui léuih hàhnghaih heui léuih hàhnghaih heui léuih hàhng    
 

 

 

4. I work in Central 

subject + place + verbsubject + place + verbsubject + place + verbsubject + place + verb    

1. I work  in  Central 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  hái  Jûng Wàahnhái  Jûng Wàahnhái  Jûng Wàahnhái  Jûng Wàahn  fâan gûng  fâan gûng  fâan gûng  fâan gûng    
  I       in       Central         back to work 

 

Adverb of place “in Central” is also an adverbial and has to come 

before the verb which modifiers. 

The “Central” in “I am going to Central” is the object of the verb 

“go” but not the adverbial. An object has to put after the verb. 

therefore people say “I go to Central: ngóh heui Jûng Wàahn” 

where “Jûng Wàahn” is put at the end. 
 

2. They fight  in the classroom  

kéuih deih  hái   bâan fóng   dá gâaukéuih deih  hái   bâan fóng   dá gâaukéuih deih  hái   bâan fóng   dá gâaukéuih deih  hái   bâan fóng   dá gâau    
     they        in      class   room       fight 

 

3. I eat apples in the kitchen (no need to translate “the”) 

chyùhchyùhchyùhchyùh----fóng ___________________________________fóng ___________________________________fóng ___________________________________fóng ___________________________________    

ngóh hái chyùhngóh hái chyùhngóh hái chyùhngóh hái chyùh----fóng sihk pìhngfóng sihk pìhngfóng sihk pìhngfóng sihk pìhng----gwógwógwógwó    
 

4. He does  business in the mainland  

daaih luhk      /  business daaih luhk      /  business daaih luhk      /  business daaih luhk      /  business     
 big  land/continent         sâang yi 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
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kéuih hái daaihkéuih hái daaihkéuih hái daaihkéuih hái daaih----luhk jouh sâangluhk jouh sâangluhk jouh sâangluhk jouh sâang----yiyiyiyi    
 

5. I will watch a movie  in Central 

tái hei_________________________________________tái hei_________________________________________tái hei_________________________________________tái hei_________________________________________    

ngóh hái Jûngngóh hái Jûngngóh hái Jûngngóh hái Jûng----Wàahn táiWàahn táiWàahn táiWàahn tái----heiheiheihei    
 

6. My son  play s in the playground  

wáan / gûwáan / gûwáan / gûwáan / gûng yún _______________________________ng yún _______________________________ng yún _______________________________ng yún _______________________________    

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----gogogogo----jái hái gûngjái hái gûngjái hái gûngjái hái gûng----yún wáanyún wáanyún wáanyún wáan    
 

7. He works in Mongkok  

Wohng Gok _________________________________Wohng Gok _________________________________Wohng Gok _________________________________Wohng Gok _________________________________    

kéuih hái Wohngkéuih hái Wohngkéuih hái Wohngkéuih hái Wohng----Gok fâanGok fâanGok fâanGok fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng    
 

8. She studies at Hong Kong University  

Hêung Góng Daaih Hohk __________________________Hêung Góng Daaih Hohk __________________________Hêung Góng Daaih Hohk __________________________Hêung Góng Daaih Hohk __________________________    

kéuikéuikéuikéuih hái Hêungh hái Hêungh hái Hêungh hái Hêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng----DaaihDaaihDaaihDaaih----Hohk duhkHohk duhkHohk duhkHohk duhk----syûsyûsyûsyû    
 

 

 

5. I’m going to Central to buy this book 

sub + v1 + obj1 + v2 + obj2sub + v1 + obj1 + v2 + obj2sub + v1 + obj1 + v2 + obj2sub + v1 + obj1 + v2 + obj2    

 

1. I am going to Central to buy  this book  

ngóh  heui  Jûngngóh  heui  Jûngngóh  heui  Jûngngóh  heui  Jûng----Wàahn  Wàahn  Wàahn  Wàahn  máaih  nî bún  syûmáaih  nî bún  syûmáaih  nî bún  syûmáaih  nî bún  syû    
  I       go         Central       buy      this MW   book 

 

2. I am going to Admiralty /Gâm Jûng/ to have dinner  /sihk faahn/ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh heui Gâmngóh heui Gâmngóh heui Gâmngóh heui Gâm----Jûng sihkJûng sihkJûng sihkJûng sihk----faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    
 

3. I am going to McDonald ’s to eat French fries  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
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ngóh heui Mahkngóh heui Mahkngóh heui Mahkngóh heui Mahk----DôngDôngDôngDông----Lòuh Lòuh Lòuh Lòuh sihk syùhsihk syùhsihk syùhsihk syùh----tíutíutíutíu    

    

4. I am going to your home to visit  you 

taam__________________________________________taam__________________________________________taam__________________________________________taam__________________________________________    

ngóh heui néih ûkngóh heui néih ûkngóh heui néih ûkngóh heui néih ûk----kéi taam néihkéi taam néihkéi taam néihkéi taam néih    
 

 

 

6. I always go to Central 

subject + adverbial + objectsubject + adverbial + objectsubject + adverbial + objectsubject + adverbial + object    

Again, always is an adverb and it comes before the verb. 

1. I always  go to Central 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  sìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yaht  heui   Jûng Wàahn  heui   Jûng Wàahn  heui   Jûng Wàahn  heui   Jûng Wàahn    
 I          always         go         Central  

 

2. I seldom  go to Central 

hóu síu ______________________________________hóu síu ______________________________________hóu síu ______________________________________hóu síu ______________________________________    

ngóh hóungóh hóungóh hóungóh hóu----síu heui Jûngsíu heui Jûngsíu heui Jûngsíu heui Jûng----WàahnWàahnWàahnWàahn    
 

3. Sometimes , I go swimming  

(sometimes, I go swim  /  I sometimes go swim) 

yáuh sìh / yàuh séui  yáuh sìh / yàuh séui  yáuh sìh / yàuh séui  yáuh sìh / yàuh séui  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

yáuh sìh, ngóh heui yàuhyáuh sìh, ngóh heui yàuhyáuh sìh, ngóh heui yàuhyáuh sìh, ngóh heui yàuh----séui / ngóh yáuhséui / ngóh yáuhséui / ngóh yáuhséui / ngóh yáuh----sìh heui sìh heui sìh heui sìh heui 

yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh----séui.séui.séui.séui.    
 

4. I always eat ice-cream  

syut gôu_____________________________________syut gôu_____________________________________syut gôu_____________________________________syut gôu_____________________________________    

ngóh sìhngngóh sìhngngóh sìhngngóh sìhng----yaht sihk syutyaht sihk syutyaht sihk syutyaht sihk syut----gôugôugôugôu    
 

5. I never  watch TV 

chùhng lòih  ¬h _______________________________chùhng lòih  ¬h _______________________________chùhng lòih  ¬h _______________________________chùhng lòih  ¬h _______________________________    
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  forever         not  (never) 

ngóh chùhngngóh chùhngngóh chùhngngóh chùhng----lòihlòihlòihlòih----¬h tái dihn¬h tái dihn¬h tái dihn¬h tái dihn----sihsihsihsih    

    

6. I usually  take bus to go to work 
(I usually take bus back work  /  Usually I take bus back work ) 

dô sou /     daap     / bâ sí dô sou /     daap     / bâ sí dô sou /     daap     / bâ sí dô sou /     daap     / bâ sí     
 usually       take a transport     bus   

 ______________________________________ ______________________________________ ______________________________________ ______________________________________    

ngóh dôngóh dôngóh dôngóh dô----sou (dôu haih) daap bâsou (dôu haih) daap bâsou (dôu haih) daap bâsou (dôu haih) daap bâ----sí fâansí fâansí fâansí fâan----gûnggûnggûnggûng    

    

7. He always tell lies 

daaih wah _______________________________daaih wah _______________________________daaih wah _______________________________daaih wah _______________________________    
 big   sayings 

kéuih sìhngkéuih sìhngkéuih sìhngkéuih sìhng----yaht góng daaihyaht góng daaihyaht góng daaihyaht góng daaih----wahwahwahwah    
 

 

 

7. He gives me ten dollars 

subject + verb + d.o. + i. o.subject + verb + d.o. + i. o.subject + verb + d.o. + i. o.subject + verb + d.o. + i. o.    

d.o.: direct object 

i.o.: indirect object 
 

1. He gives me ten dollar s 

kéuih  béi  kéuih  béi  kéuih  béi  kéuih  béi  sahp mânsahp mânsahp mânsahp mân        ngóhngóhngóhngóh    
   he     give    10    dollar   me 

 

2. Please  give  me a bag  

dói__________________________________________dói__________________________________________dói__________________________________________dói__________________________________________    

¬h¬h¬h¬h----gôi béi gogôi béi gogôi béi gogôi béi go----dói ngóh dói ngóh dói ngóh dói ngóh ââââ    
 

3. He gives me the pen  

bât ___________________________________________bât ___________________________________________bât ___________________________________________bât ___________________________________________    

kéuih béi jîkéuih béi jîkéuih béi jîkéuih béi jî----bât ngóhbât ngóhbât ngóhbât ngóh    
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4. She teaches me Cantonese  

kéuih  gaau  ngóh  Gwóng Dûng Wákéuih  gaau  ngóh  Gwóng Dûng Wákéuih  gaau  ngóh  Gwóng Dûng Wákéuih  gaau  ngóh  Gwóng Dûng Wá    
  she      teach    me        Cantonese 

Here, the indirect object “me” comes first and the direct object 

“Cantonese” comes after. 
 

5. I teach  him English  

Yîng Mán ______________________________________Yîng Mán ______________________________________Yîng Mán ______________________________________Yîng Mán ______________________________________    

ngóh gaau kéuih Yîngngóh gaau kéuih Yîngngóh gaau kéuih Yîngngóh gaau kéuih Yîng----MánMánMánMán    
 

6. He won’t give me ten dollars (he doesn’t want to) 

kéuih  ¬h   béi  sahp mân  ngóhkéuih  ¬h   béi  sahp mân  ngóhkéuih  ¬h   béi  sahp mân  ngóhkéuih  ¬h   béi  sahp mân  ngóh    
  he     doesn't   give    10   dollar   me 

 

7. He hasn’t given me ten dollars (just he hasn’t gave me) 

kéuih  móuh   béi  sahp mân  ngóhkéuih  móuh   béi  sahp mân  ngóhkéuih  móuh   béi  sahp mân  ngóhkéuih  móuh   béi  sahp mân  ngóh    
   he     not have    give    10    dollar    me 

 

8. She doesn’t teach me French  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬h gaau ngóh Faatkéuih ¬h gaau ngóh Faatkéuih ¬h gaau ngóh Faatkéuih ¬h gaau ngóh Faat----MánMánMánMán    
 

9. He gives some money  to the beggar  

hât yî ________________________________________hât yî ________________________________________hât yî ________________________________________hât yî ________________________________________    

kéuih béi dîkéuih béi dîkéuih béi dîkéuih béi dî----chín go hâtchín go hâtchín go hâtchín go hât----yîyîyîyî    

    

10. She doesn’t teach me Cantonese 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih móuh gaau ngóh Gwóngkéuih móuh gaau ngóh Gwóngkéuih móuh gaau ngóh Gwóngkéuih móuh gaau ngóh Gwóng----DûngDûngDûngDûng----WáWáWáWá    
 

 

 

Unit 2 An adjective as the predicate  
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8. She is very pretty 

subject + very + adjectivesubject + very + adjectivesubject + very + adjectivesubject + very + adjective    

The adverb “very: hóu” often precedes the adjective in the 

positive form 

There is no need to put “is: haih” before the adjectives. 
 

1. She is very pretty  

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  hóuhóuhóuhóu  leng  leng  leng  leng    
she      very   beautiful 

 

2. They are very stupid  

chéun _chéun _chéun _chéun _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih hóu chéundeih hóu chéundeih hóu chéundeih hóu chéun    
 

3. We are very late 

chìh _____________________________________chìh _____________________________________chìh _____________________________________chìh _____________________________________    

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih hóu chìhdeih hóu chìhdeih hóu chìhdeih hóu chìh    
 

 

 

9. This clothing is quite expensive 

subject + modifier + adjectivesubject + modifier + adjectivesubject + modifier + adjectivesubject + modifier + adjective    

If there is another modifier before the adjective, there is no need 

to use the modifier “very: hóu”. 
 

1. This clothing  is quite  expensive  

nî gihn sâam  nî gihn sâam  nî gihn sâam  nî gihn sâam  géigéigéigéi   gwai   gwai   gwai   gwai    
this MW  clothing   quite   expensive 

 

Where “sâam” is a general term for “top clothing”. eg. T-shirt, 

shirts, overcoat etc. 
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2. This clothing is too  expensive 

taai ________________________________________taai ________________________________________taai ________________________________________taai ________________________________________    

nînînînî----gihngihngihngihn----sâam taai gwaisâam taai gwaisâam taai gwaisâam taai gwai    
 

3. This clothing is so  expensive 

gam ________________________________________gam ________________________________________gam ________________________________________gam ________________________________________    

nînînînî----gihngihngihngihn----sâam gam gwaisâam gam gwaisâam gam gwaisâam gam gwai    
 

4. This clothing is really  expensive 

jân haih  ____________________________jân haih  ____________________________jân haih  ____________________________jân haih  ________________________________________________________________    

nînînînî----gihngihngihngihn----sâam jânsâam jânsâam jânsâam jân----haih gwaihaih gwaihaih gwaihaih gwai    
 

5. This clothing is the most  expensive 

jêui _____________________________________jêui _____________________________________jêui _____________________________________jêui _____________________________________    

nînînînî----gihngihngihngihn----sâam jeui gwaisâam jeui gwaisâam jeui gwaisâam jeui gwai    
 

6. This clothing is extremely  expensive 

fêi sèuhng jî____________________________________fêi sèuhng jî____________________________________fêi sèuhng jî____________________________________fêi sèuhng jî____________________________________    

nînînînî----gihngihngihngihn----sâam fêisâam fêisâam fêisâam fêi----sèuhngsèuhngsèuhngsèuhng----jîjîjîjî gwai gwai gwai gwai    
 

7. This clothing is quite nice 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

nînînînî----gihngihngihngihn----sâam géi hóusâam géi hóusâam géi hóusâam géi hóu    
 

8. This pencil case  is too expensive 

bât háp (M: go)________________________________bât háp (M: go)________________________________bât háp (M: go)________________________________bât háp (M: go)________________________________    

nînînînî----go bâtgo bâtgo bâtgo bât----háp taai gwaiháp taai gwaiháp taai gwaiháp taai gwai    
 

9. This red wine  is so expensive 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

dî hùhngdî hùhngdî hùhngdî hùhng----jáu gam gwaijáu gam gwaijáu gam gwaijáu gam gwai    
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10. Diamonds  are really expensive 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

jyunjyunjyunjyun----sehk jânsehk jânsehk jânsehk jân----haih gwaihaih gwaihaih gwaihaih gwai    
 

 

 

10. She is not pretty 

subject + is not + adjectivesubject + is not + adjectivesubject + is not + adjectivesubject + is not + adjective    

When there is an adverb “not: ¬h¬h¬h¬h”, there is no need to add “very: 

hóuhóuhóuhóu” before the adjective 
 

1. She is not pretty 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  ¬h¬h¬h¬h  leng  leng  leng  leng    
  she     not   beautiful 

 

2. They are not tall  

gôu ________________________________________gôu ________________________________________gôu ________________________________________gôu ________________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih ¬hdeih ¬hdeih ¬hdeih ¬h----haih hóuhaih hóuhaih hóuhaih hóu----gôugôugôugôu    
 

3. I am not happy  

hôi sâm _____________________________________hôi sâm _____________________________________hôi sâm _____________________________________hôi sâm _____________________________________    

nnnngóh ¬h hôigóh ¬h hôigóh ¬h hôigóh ¬h hôi----sâmsâmsâmsâm    
 

 

 

11. She is not very pretty 

subject + is not + modifier + adjective subject + is not + modifier + adjective subject + is not + modifier + adjective subject + is not + modifier + adjective     

When “very” or another modifier is used in a negative form, 

“haihhaihhaihhaih” has to be used as well. 
 

1. She is not very pretty 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  ¬h  haih  hóu¬h  haih  hóu¬h  haih  hóu¬h  haih  hóu   leng   leng   leng   leng    
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  she     not     be       very   beautiful 

 

2. They are not really greedy  

tâam sâm _____________________________________tâam sâm _____________________________________tâam sâm _____________________________________tâam sâm _____________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih ¬hdeih ¬hdeih ¬hdeih ¬h----haih jânhaih jânhaih jânhaih jân----haih tâamhaih tâamhaih tâamhaih tâam----sâm sâm sâm sâm     
 

3. He is very stern , I’m not so stern 

ok_________________________________________ok_________________________________________ok_________________________________________ok_________________________________________    
stern 

kéuih hóu ok, ngóh ¬hkéuih hóu ok, ngóh ¬hkéuih hóu ok, ngóh ¬hkéuih hóu ok, ngóh ¬h----haih gam okhaih gam okhaih gam okhaih gam ok    

    

4. He doesn’t understand  very much 

mìhng________________________________________mìhng________________________________________mìhng________________________________________mìhng________________________________________    

kéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬h----haih hóu mìhnghaih hóu mìhnghaih hóu mìhnghaih hóu mìhng    

    

5. This watch  is not too expensive 

sáu bîu_______________________________________sáu bîu_______________________________________sáu bîu_______________________________________sáu bîu_______________________________________    

nînînînî----jek sáujek sáujek sáujek sáu----bîu ¬hbîu ¬hbîu ¬hbîu ¬h----haih taai gwaihaih taai gwaihaih taai gwaihaih taai gwai    
 

 

 

12. He is tall, I am short 

subject + adjective subject + adjective subject + adjective subject + adjective (contrast)(contrast)(contrast)(contrast)    

It implies a contrast if “very” is absent. However, it’s also okay 

to keep to say “very: hóu” here. 
 

1. He is tall, I am short  

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  gôugôugôugôu,  ngóh  ,  ngóh  ,  ngóh  ,  ngóh  áiáiáiái    
   he      tall,      I     short 

 

2. They are rich , we are poor  

yáuh chín / kùhng yáuh chín / kùhng yáuh chín / kùhng yáuh chín / kùhng 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
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kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih yáuhdeih yáuhdeih yáuhdeih yáuh----chín, ngóhchín, ngóhchín, ngóhchín, ngóh----deih kùhngdeih kùhngdeih kùhngdeih kùhng    
 

3. He is hardworking , you are lazy  

kàhn lihk / láahn kàhn lihk / láahn kàhn lihk / láahn kàhn lihk / láahn 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih kàhnkéuih kàhnkéuih kàhnkéuih kàhn----lihk, néih láahnlihk, néih láahnlihk, néih láahnlihk, néih láahn    
 

4. This pen is long , that is short 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

nînînînî----jîjîjîjî----bât chèuhng, góbât chèuhng, góbât chèuhng, góbât chèuhng, gó----jîjîjîjî----bât dyúnbât dyúnbât dyúnbât dyún    

    

5. I’m fat, you are thin  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh fèih, néih saungóh fèih, néih saungóh fèih, néih saungóh fèih, néih sau    
 

 

 

Unit 3 An adjective + the aspect particle “jó” 

13. I am getting fatter 

subject + adjective + jósubject + adjective + jósubject + adjective + jósubject + adjective + jó    

In Cantonese, the function of a verb and an adjective is very 

similar, adjective is called “stative verb” in Chinese grammar, 

and it can take the aspect particle (verbal particle) jójójójó. 
 

1. I am getting fatter  

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  fèih  jófèih  jófèih  jófèih  jó    
  I       fat     ed 

 

2. You are getting prettier  

leng ____________leng ____________leng ____________leng ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
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néih lengnéih lengnéih lengnéih leng----jójójójó    
 

3. I am not getting fatter 

ngóh  ¬h haih  fèih  jóngóh  ¬h haih  fèih  jóngóh  ¬h haih  fèih  jóngóh  ¬h haih  fèih  jó    
  I       not   be     fat     ed 

 

4. You are not getting thinner  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

néih ¬hnéih ¬hnéih ¬hnéih ¬h----haih sauhaih sauhaih sauhaih sau----jójójójó    
 

5. Your son is getting taller 

néih go jái______néih go jái______néih go jái______néih go jái______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

néihnéihnéihnéih----gogogogo----jái gôujái gôujái gôujái gôu----jó jó jó jó     

    

6. She is not getting prettier, she has to put on make up  

kéuih_____________________, haih  fakéuih_____________________, haih  fakéuih_____________________, haih  fakéuih_____________________, haih  fa----jó   jôngjó   jôngjó   jôngjó   jông    
 she                                 , be     make ed   make up 

kéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬h----haih lenghaih lenghaih lenghaih leng----jó, haih fajó, haih fajó, haih fajó, haih fa----jó jôngjó jôngjó jôngjó jông    
 

 

 

14. I am getting a lot heavier 

subject + adjective + jó + …subject + adjective + jó + …subject + adjective + jó + …subject + adjective + jó + …    

1. I am getting a lot heavier  

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  chúhng  jóchúhng  jóchúhng  jóchúhng  jó        hóu dôhóu dôhóu dôhóu dô        
  I        heavy     ed      a lot 

 

 

2. My baby is getting a little bit heavier 

síu síu ___________________________________síu síu ___________________________________síu síu ___________________________________síu síu ___________________________________    

ngóh bìhngóh bìhngóh bìhngóh bìh----bî chúhngbî chúhngbî chúhngbî chúhng----jó jó jó jó síusíusíusíu----síusíusíusíu    
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3. She is getting heavier by 3 pound s  

sâam bohng_________________________________sâam bohng_________________________________sâam bohng_________________________________sâam bohng_________________________________    

ngóh bìhngóh bìhngóh bìhngóh bìh----bî chúhngbî chúhngbî chúhngbî chúhng----jó sâamjó sâamjó sâamjó sâam----bohngbohngbohngbohng    
 

4. He is not 2 inches taller, he is 1 inch taller 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬h----haih gôuhaih gôuhaih gôuhaih gôu----jó léuhngjó léuhngjó léuhngjó léuhng----chyun, haih gchyun, haih gchyun, haih gchyun, haih gôuôuôuôu----jó yâtjó yâtjó yâtjó yât---- chyun chyun chyun chyun    
 

5. My daughter  is 5 inches taller 

chyun______________________________________chyun______________________________________chyun______________________________________chyun______________________________________    

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----gogogogo----néui gôunéui gôunéui gôunéui gôu----jó çghjó çghjó çghjó çgh----chyunchyunchyunchyun    

    

6. You are much more pretty  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

néih lengnéih lengnéih lengnéih leng----jó hóujó hóujó hóujó hóu----dôdôdôdô    

    

7. You are a little bit thinner 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh saungóh saungóh saungóh sau----jó síujó síujó síujó síu----síusíusíusíu    
 

Unit 4 A noun as the predicate  

15. I am 25  

subject + nounsubject + nounsubject + nounsubject + noun    

It is mainly used in casual sayings, because in more formal 

speech, people add “be: haihhaihhaihhaih” before the noun. If “be: haih” is 

used, the predicate will then the verb: haih. 
 

1. I am 25 (years old )  

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  yah çgh  seuiyah çgh  seuiyah çgh  seuiyah çgh  seui    
  I         25      years old 
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“yah” is the short form of “yih-sahp” 
 

2. Now  it’s 4:00 

yìh gâ  sei dímyìh gâ  sei dímyìh gâ  sei dímyìh gâ  sei dím    
  now      4 o’clock 

One can also say “yìh gâ haih sei dím” 
 

3. Today  is Friday  

gâm yaht __________gâm yaht __________gâm yaht __________gâm yaht ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

gâmgâmgâmgâm----yaht (haih) láihyaht (haih) láihyaht (haih) láihyaht (haih) láih----baaibaaibaaibaai----±h / sîng±h / sîng±h / sîng±h / sîng----kèihkèihkèihkèih----±h±h±h±h    
 

4. Now it’s winter  

dûng tîn_______________________________________dûng tîn_______________________________________dûng tîn_______________________________________dûng tîn_______________________________________    

yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâ (haih) dûnggâ (haih) dûnggâ (haih) dûnggâ (haih) dûng----tîntîntîntîn    
 

5. I am not 30.  

ngóh  ¬h haih  sâam sahp  seuingóh  ¬h haih  sâam sahp  seuingóh  ¬h haih  sâam sahp  seuingóh  ¬h haih  sâam sahp  seui    
  I        not  be         30        years old 

However in negative, the verb “haih” must be used. 
 

6. Yesterday  was not Monday  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kàhmkàhmkàhmkàhm----yaht ¬hyaht ¬hyaht ¬hyaht ¬h----haih láihhaih láihhaih láihhaih láih----baaibaaibaaibaai----yâtyâtyâtyât    
 

7. Now it’s 10:30 

sahp dím bun ________________________________sahp dím bun ________________________________sahp dím bun ________________________________sahp dím bun ________________________________    

yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâ (haih) sahpgâ (haih) sahpgâ (haih) sahpgâ (haih) sahp----dímdímdímdím----bunbunbunbun    

    

8. My younger brother  is 12 

sai lóu _____________________________________sai lóu _____________________________________sai lóu _____________________________________sai lóu _____________________________________    

ngóh saingóh saingóh saingóh sai----lóu sahplóu sahplóu sahplóu sahp----yih seuiyih seuiyih seuiyih seui    
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9. Now it’s not 4:00, it’s 4:10 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

yìhyìhyìhyìh----gâ ¬hgâ ¬hgâ ¬hgâ ¬h----haih seihaih seihaih seihaih sei----dím, haih seidím, haih seidím, haih seidím, haih sei----dímdímdímdím----yihyihyihyih    
 

 

 

16. I am 25 this year 

subject + time + noun subject + time + noun subject + time + noun subject + time + noun     

1. I am 25 this year  

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  gâm níngâm níngâm níngâm nín    yah çgh  seui    yah çgh  seui    yah çgh  seui    yah çgh  seui    
  I        this year         25      years old 

gâm nín ,  ngóh      yah çgh  seuigâm nín ,  ngóh      yah çgh  seuigâm nín ,  ngóh      yah çgh  seuigâm nín ,  ngóh      yah çgh  seui    
 this  year,       I             25       years old 

“this year” can be put before the noun or before the subject. 
 

2. I was 24 last year  

ggggauh nín (seuhng nín) ___________________________auh nín (seuhng nín) ___________________________auh nín (seuhng nín) ___________________________auh nín (seuhng nín) ___________________________    

ngóh gauhngóh gauhngóh gauhngóh gauh----nín yahnín yahnín yahnín yah----sei seuisei seuisei seuisei seui    
 

3. I will be 26 next year  

chêut nín (hah nín) ______________________________chêut nín (hah nín) ______________________________chêut nín (hah nín) ______________________________chêut nín (hah nín) ______________________________    

ngóh chêutngóh chêutngóh chêutngóh chêut----nín yahnín yahnín yahnín yah----luhk seuiluhk seuiluhk seuiluhk seui    
 

 

Unit 5 A S-P phrase as the predicate  

17. My health is very poor 

subject of the Ssubject of the Ssubject of the Ssubject of the S----P P P P phrase is a nounphrase is a nounphrase is a nounphrase is a noun    

S-P means “subject-predicate” 
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1. My health  is very poor 

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  sân tái  hóu châsân tái  hóu châsân tái  hóu châsân tái  hóu châ    
  I        body     very   poor 

 

-“ngóhngóhngóhngóh” is the main subject here. 

-“sân“sân“sân“sân----tái hóu châ”tái hóu châ”tái hóu châ”tái hóu châ” is the predicate here. 

-“sân-tái” is the subject of the s-p phrase here 

-One can also say “ngóh ge sân tái hóu châ”.“ngóh ge sân tái hóu châ”.“ngóh ge sân tái hóu châ”.“ngóh ge sân tái hóu châ”. It become using an 

adjective as the predicate and the main subject is “ngóh ge sân “ngóh ge sân “ngóh ge sân “ngóh ge sân 

tái”tái”tái”tái”. 
 

2. That movie star  is very pretty 

mìhng sîng / leng mìhng sîng / leng mìhng sîng / leng mìhng sîng / leng     
 bright   star 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

gógógógó----go mìhnggo mìhnggo mìhnggo mìhng----sîng hóusîng hóusîng hóusîng hóu----lenglenglengleng    
 

3. My mother is very  nice  

hóu hóu yàhn______________________________hóu hóu yàhn______________________________hóu hóu yàhn______________________________hóu hóu yàhn______________________________    
very  good  person (here is not very very nice person) 

ngóh mângóh mângóh mângóh mâ----mìh hóu hóu yàhnmìh hóu hóu yàhnmìh hóu hóu yàhnmìh hóu hóu yàhn    
 

4. This color , I like  very much 

nî jek sîk  ngóh  hóu  jûng yinî jek sîk  ngóh  hóu  jûng yinî jek sîk  ngóh  hóu  jûng yinî jek sîk  ngóh  hóu  jûng yi    
this MW colour   I       very     like 

 

Here is just an illustration of the structure of the S-P phrase. 

People seldom say it in this way. 

Instead, people say in the following way: 

 

I like this colour very much 

ngóh  hóu jûng yi  nî jek sîkngóh  hóu jûng yi  nî jek sîkngóh  hóu jûng yi  nî jek sîkngóh  hóu jûng yi  nî jek sîk    
  I      very    like      this MW color 

The predicate here is the verb “like: jûng yi” instead. 
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5. Pink , she likes very much 

fán hùhng sîk _________________________________fán hùhng sîk _________________________________fán hùhng sîk _________________________________fán hùhng sîk _________________________________    

fánfánfánfán----hùhnghùhnghùhnghùhng----sîk ngóh hóu jûngsîk ngóh hóu jûngsîk ngóh hóu jûngsîk ngóh hóu jûng----yiyiyiyi    
 

6. His health is not poor 

kéuih  sân tái  ¬h  châkéuih  sân tái  ¬h  châkéuih  sân tái  ¬h  châkéuih  sân tái  ¬h  châ    
  I        body     not    poor 

 

7. That person  is not bad 

yán     / sêui __________________________________yán     / sêui __________________________________yán     / sêui __________________________________yán     / sêui __________________________________    
person        bad 

The original tone of person is “yàhn” 

gógógógó----go yán ¬hgo yán ¬hgo yán ¬hgo yán ¬h----sêuisêuisêuisêui    
 

8. Blue  shirts, I have two 

làahm sîk (ge) sêut sâam (M: gihn)làahm sîk (ge) sêut sâam (M: gihn)làahm sîk (ge) sêut sâam (M: gihn)làahm sîk (ge) sêut sâam (M: gihn)    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

làahmlàahmlàahmlàahm----sîk (ge) ssîk (ge) ssîk (ge) ssîk (ge) sêutêutêutêut----sâam, ngóh yáuh léuhngsâam, ngóh yáuh léuhngsâam, ngóh yáuh léuhngsâam, ngóh yáuh léuhng----gihngihngihngihn    

 

Again, the common way to say this is: 

I have two blue T-shirts 

ngóh yáuh  léuhng gihn  làahm sîk (ge) sêutngóh yáuh  léuhng gihn  làahm sîk (ge) sêutngóh yáuh  léuhng gihn  làahm sîk (ge) sêutngóh yáuh  léuhng gihn  làahm sîk (ge) sêut----sâamsâamsâamsâam    
  I     have       2      MW      blue  color LP     shirt 

The predicate here is the verb “have: yáuh” instead. 
 

9. This dictionary, he doesn’t have 

jih dín (M: bún)________________________________jih dín (M: bún)________________________________jih dín (M: bún)________________________________jih dín (M: bún)________________________________    

nînînînî----bún jihbún jihbún jihbún jih----dín kéuih móuhdín kéuih móuhdín kéuih móuhdín kéuih móuh    
 

10. This character , your write wrongly  

jih (M: go) / cho______________________________jih (M: go) / cho______________________________jih (M: go) / cho______________________________jih (M: go) / cho______________________________    
character       wrong 

nînînînî----gogogogo----jih néih séjih néih séjih néih séjih néih sé----cho (jó) lacho (jó) lacho (jó) lacho (jó) la    
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18. My studying is very poor 

subject of the Ssubject of the Ssubject of the Ssubject of the S----P phrase is a verbP phrase is a verbP phrase is a verbP phrase is a verb    

1. My studying is very poor  

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  duhk syû   hóu châduhk syû   hóu châduhk syû   hóu châduhk syû   hóu châ    
  I        study book     very   poor 

 

2. She studies  very hard 

duhk syû  /  kàhn lihkduhk syû  /  kàhn lihkduhk syû  /  kàhn lihkduhk syû  /  kàhn lihk    
    study          hardworking 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih duhkkéuih duhkkéuih duhkkéuih duhk----syû hóu kàhnsyû hóu kàhnsyû hóu kàhnsyû hóu kàhn----lihklihklihklihk    
 

3. He can drive  very fast  (He drives very fast) 

kéuih  jâ chê  (jâ dâk)  hóu faaikéuih  jâ chê  (jâ dâk)  hóu faaikéuih  jâ chê  (jâ dâk)  hóu faaikéuih  jâ chê  (jâ dâk)  hóu faai    
  he      drive car    drive LP     very fast 

When there is a description of the degree of the result of the 

action, one can put in the “linking particle LP: dâk”. 
 

4. The child can only eat very slowly  

go    sai mân jái / maahngo    sai mân jái / maahngo    sai mân jái / maahngo    sai mân jái / maahn    
MW(the)     child         slow 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

go sâigo sâigo sâigo sâi----mânmânmânmân----jái sihkjái sihkjái sihkjái sihk----yéh hóu maahnyéh hóu maahnyéh hóu maahnyéh hóu maahn    
 

5. She speak s very fast 

kéuih  góng yéh  (góng dâk)  hkéuih  góng yéh  (góng dâk)  hkéuih  góng yéh  (góng dâk)  hkéuih  góng yéh  (góng dâk)  hóu faaióu faaióu faaióu faai    
  she      speak stuff      speak  LP     very  fast 

 

6. They are very good at playing tennis  

dá móhng kàuh  /  hóu lêkdá móhng kàuh  /  hóu lêkdá móhng kàuh  /  hóu lêkdá móhng kàuh  /  hóu lêk    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
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kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih dá módeih dá módeih dá módeih dá móhhhhngngngng----kàuh hóu lêkkàuh hóu lêkkàuh hóu lêkkàuh hóu lêk    
 

7. I am very poor at calculation  

gai sou / hóu châgai sou / hóu châgai sou / hóu châgai sou / hóu châ    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh gaingóh gaingóh gaingóh gai----sou hóu châsou hóu châsou hóu châsou hóu châ    
 

8. She doesn’t speak very fast 

kéuih  góng yéh  ¬h haih  hóu faaikéuih  góng yéh  ¬h haih  hóu faaikéuih  góng yéh  ¬h haih  hóu faaikéuih  góng yéh  ¬h haih  hóu faai    
  she      speak stuff      not be      very  fast 

 

9. My teacher  is not very good at playing badminton  

sîn sâang / yúh mòuh kàuhsîn sâang / yúh mòuh kàuhsîn sâang / yúh mòuh kàuhsîn sâang / yúh mòuh kàuh    
 teacher        feather      ball 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh sînngóh sînngóh sînngóh sîn----sâang dá yúhsâang dá yúhsâang dá yúhsâang dá yúh----mòuhmòuhmòuhmòuh----kàuh ¬hkàuh ¬hkàuh ¬hkàuh ¬h----haih hóu lêkhaih hóu lêkhaih hóu lêkhaih hóu lêk    

 “sîn sâang” in Cantonese can mean “husband”, “teacher” or “Sir, 

Mr.”. 

Therefore, when someone says the above sentence in Cantonese, 

people may misunderstand that the speaker talks about her 

husband not being very good at playing badminton. 
 

10. She is very good at drawing    

waahk wá__________________________________waahk wá__________________________________waahk wá__________________________________waahk wá__________________________________    

kéuih waahkkéuih waahkkéuih waahkkéuih waahk----wá hóuwá hóuwá hóuwá hóu----leng/hóuleng/hóuleng/hóuleng/hóu----lêklêklêklêk    

    

11. The student is not very good at cooking   

hohk sâang / jyú faahnhohk sâang / jyú faahnhohk sâang / jyú faahnhohk sâang / jyú faahn    
  student       cook   rice 

go hohkgo hohkgo hohkgo hohk----sâang jyúsâang jyúsâang jyúsâang jyú----faahn ¬hfaahn ¬hfaahn ¬hfaahn ¬h----haih hóu lêkhaih hóu lêkhaih hóu lêkhaih hóu lêk    
 

 

Unit 6 Subjectless  
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The doer of the action is unclear or unnecessary to tell 
 

19. It’s raining 

Indicating weather conditionsIndicating weather conditionsIndicating weather conditionsIndicating weather conditions    

1. It’s raining  

lohk yúh  la / alohk yúh  la / alohk yúh  la / alohk yúh  la / a    
 fall   ring     PRT 

If particle “la”  “la”  “la”  “la” is used: changed of the current situation 

If particle “a”“a”“a”“a” is used: sign of exclamation of the speaker 
 

2. It’s a storm   

dá fûng_______________________________________dá fûng_______________________________________dá fûng_______________________________________dá fûng_______________________________________    
beat wind 

dádádádá----fûng la / afûng la / afûng la / afûng la / a    
 

3. It’s dark , we have to  leave 

tîn hâak______tîn hâak______tîn hâak______tîn hâak__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
sky  dark 

tîn hâak la, ngóhtîn hâak la, ngóhtîn hâak la, ngóhtîn hâak la, ngóh----deih yiu jáu ladeih yiu jáu ladeih yiu jáu ladeih yiu jáu la    
 

4. It’s not raining 

¬h haih  lohk yúh¬h haih  lohk yúh¬h haih  lohk yúh¬h haih  lohk yúh    
not   be     fall    rain 

 

5. It’s not a storm 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

¬h¬h¬h¬h----haih dáhaih dáhaih dáhaih dá----fûngfûngfûngfûng    
 

 

 

20. finished the homework 

Make a geMake a geMake a geMake a general statementneral statementneral statementneral statement    
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1. finished  the homework  

jouh yùhn   gûng fojouh yùhn   gûng fojouh yùhn   gûng fojouh yùhn   gûng fo    
 do    finish    homework 

 

2. haven’t finish the homework 

meih   jouh yùhn   gûng fomeih   jouh yùhn   gûng fomeih   jouh yùhn   gûng fomeih   jouh yùhn   gûng fo    
not yet      do    finish    homework 

 

3. eaten  

sihk jó faahnsihk jó faahnsihk jó faahnsihk jó faahn    
 

4. not yet  eaten 

meih sihk faahnmeih sihk faahnmeih sihk faahnmeih sihk faahn    
 

5. bought  

máaih _______máaih _______máaih _______máaih ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

máaih jómáaih jómáaih jómáaih jó    
 

6. not yet bought 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

meih máaihmeih máaihmeih máaihmeih máaih    
 

7. driving  

jâ gán chêjâ gán chêjâ gán chêjâ gán chê    
 

8. not driving 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

¬h¬h¬h¬h----haih jâhaih jâhaih jâhaih jâ----gán chêgán chêgán chêgán chê    
 

9. going to Tsim Sha Tsui  

Jîm Sâ Jéui_______Jîm Sâ Jéui_______Jîm Sâ Jéui_______Jîm Sâ Jéui_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

heuiheuiheuiheui----gán Jîmgán Jîmgán Jîmgán Jîm----SâSâSâSâ----JéuiJéuiJéuiJéui    
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10. not going back  home  

fâan ûk kéi_____________________________________fâan ûk kéi_____________________________________fâan ûk kéi_____________________________________fâan ûk kéi_____________________________________    

¬h¬h¬h¬h----haih fâanhaih fâanhaih fâanhaih fâan----gán ûkgán ûkgán ûkgán ûk----kéikéikéikéi    
 

 

 

21. should not tell lies 

General referenceGeneral referenceGeneral referenceGeneral reference    

1. should not  tell  lies  

¬h yîng¬h yîng¬h yîng¬h yîng----gôi  góng  daaihgôi  góng  daaihgôi  góng  daaihgôi  góng  daaih----wahwahwahwah    
not    should      tell          lie 

 

2. should be hardworking 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

yîngyîngyîngyîng----gôi kàhn lihkgôi kàhn lihkgôi kàhn lihkgôi kàhn lihk    
 

3. should not be late   

chìh dou ____________________________________chìh dou ____________________________________chìh dou ____________________________________chìh dou ____________________________________    

¬h¬h¬h¬h----yîngyîngyîngyîng----gôi chìhgôi chìhgôi chìhgôi chìh----doudoudoudou    
 

 

 

22. Be careful! 

A command & etcA command & etcA command & etcA command & etc    

1. Be careful ! 

síu  sâm  a!síu  sâm  a!síu  sâm  a!síu  sâm  a!    
small  heart  PRT(sign of warning) 

 

2. Be quick ! 

faaifaaifaaifaai----dî  lâ!dî  lâ!dî  lâ!dî  lâ!    
quick  er   PRT (sign of request or urging) 
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3. Please wait  

¬h¬h¬h¬h----gôi dánggôi dánggôi dánggôi dáng----dángdángdángdáng    
 

 

 

23. lawless and godless 

Idioms, maxims & slogans etcIdioms, maxims & slogans etcIdioms, maxims & slogans etcIdioms, maxims & slogans etc    

1. lawless and godless  

mòuh faat  mòuh tînmòuh faat  mòuh tînmòuh faat  mòuh tînmòuh faat  mòuh tîn    
not have  law   not have heaven 

 

 

 

24. It starts! 

Difficult to tell who or what the subject isDifficult to tell who or what the subject isDifficult to tell who or what the subject isDifficult to tell who or what the subject is    

1. It start s!(now, it starts) 

hôi chí  lahôi chí  lahôi chí  lahôi chí  la    
 start      PRT 

Particle “la” here gives a sign of “change of current situation” 
 

2. The lesson  starts! (now the lesson starts) 

séuhng tòhng  laséuhng tòhng  laséuhng tòhng  laséuhng tòhng  la    
 attend    lessons  PRT 
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Part II Sentences with special verbs 
 

Unit 7 Be…… 

25. I am a foreigner 

be…    be…    be…    be…        

1. I am a foreigner  

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  haihhaihhaihhaih  ngoih gwok yàhn  ngoih gwok yàhn  ngoih gwok yàhn  ngoih gwok yàhn    
  I       am       foreign      person 

 

2. This is Hong Kong  

nî douh  ______________________________________nî douh  ______________________________________nî douh  ______________________________________nî douh  ______________________________________    

nînînînî----douh haih Hêungdouh haih Hêungdouh haih Hêungdouh haih Hêung----GónGónGónGóngggg    
 

3. I am not a dentist /ngàh yî/ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬h----haih ngàhhaih ngàhhaih ngàhhaih ngàh----yîyîyîyî    
 

4. There is the USA 

gó douh  ______________________________________gó douh  ______________________________________gó douh  ______________________________________gó douh  ______________________________________    

gógógógó----douh haih Méihdouh haih Méihdouh haih Méihdouh haih Méih----GwokGwokGwokGwok    

    

5. She is not a lawyer  

leuht sî _____________________________________leuht sî _____________________________________leuht sî _____________________________________leuht sî _________________________________________    

kéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬h----haih leuhthaih leuhthaih leuhthaih leuht----sîsîsîsî    
 

 

 

26. one plus one is two 

equal toequal toequal toequal to    
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1. one plus  one is two 

yât  gâ  yât  yât  gâ  yât  yât  gâ  yât  yât  gâ  yât  haihhaihhaihhaih  yih  yih  yih  yih    
  1   plus   1      be      2 

 

2. two plus three is five 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

yih gâ sâam haih ±hyih gâ sâam haih ±hyih gâ sâam haih ±hyih gâ sâam haih ±h    
 

3. forty minus seventeen is twenty-three 

gáam ________________________________________gáam ________________________________________gáam ________________________________________gáam ________________________________________    
deduct 

seiseiseisei----sahp gáam sahpsahp gáam sahpsahp gáam sahpsahp gáam sahp----chât haih yahchât haih yahchât haih yahchât haih yah----sâamsâamsâamsâam    
 

4. ten plus ten is not fifteen but twenty 
(translate “but” as “be: haih” here) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

sahp gâ sahp ¬hsahp gâ sahp ¬hsahp gâ sahp ¬hsahp gâ sahp ¬h----haih sahphaih sahphaih sahphaih sahp----±h, haih yih sahp±h, haih yih sahp±h, haih yih sahp±h, haih yih sahp    
 

Unit 8 Have 

27. I have a dog 

yáuh yáuh yáuh yáuh ---- have  have  have  have –––– possession possession possession possession    

In negative sentences, “móuh”“móuh”“móuh”“móuh” is used instead of “yáuh”“yáuh”“yáuh”“yáuh”    
 

1. I have  a dog  

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh  yât jek gáu  yât jek gáu  yât jek gáu  yât jek gáu    
  I       have     a  MW  dog 

 

2. I don’t have time  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh móuh sìhngóh móuh sìhngóh móuh sìhngóh móuh sìh----gaangaangaangaan    
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3. He has lots of money, I don’t have 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih yáuh hóukéuih yáuh hóukéuih yáuh hóukéuih yáuh hóu----dô chín, ngóh móuhdô chín, ngóh móuhdô chín, ngóh móuhdô chín, ngóh móuh    

    

4. She has lots  of very beautiful dresses  

kwàhn_____________________________________kwàhn_____________________________________kwàhn_____________________________________kwàhn_____________________________________    

kéuih yáuh hóukéuih yáuh hóukéuih yáuh hóukéuih yáuh hóu----dô hóudô hóudô hóudô hóu----leng ge kwàhnleng ge kwàhnleng ge kwàhnleng ge kwàhn    
 

 

 

28. There is a dog 

yáuh yáuh yáuh yáuh ---- be  be  be  be ---- existence existence existence existence    

1. There is a dog 

gó douh  gó douh  gó douh  gó douh  yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh  yât jek gáu  yât jek gáu  yât jek gáu  yât jek gáu    
  there      has       one MW  dog 

 

2. There are many cockroaches  

gaaht jáat __________________________________gaaht jáat __________________________________gaaht jáat __________________________________gaaht jáat __________________________________    

gógógógó----douh yáuh hóudouh yáuh hóudouh yáuh hóudouh yáuh hóu----dô gaahtdô gaahtdô gaahtdô gaaht----jáatjáatjáatjáat    
 

3. There are lots of people here 

nî douh _______________________nî douh _______________________nî douh _______________________nî douh _______________________________________________________________________________    

nînînînî----douh yáuh hóudouh yáuh hóudouh yáuh hóudouh yáuh hóu----dô yàhndô yàhndô yàhndô yàhn    
 

4. There are many people in Hong Kong 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

HêungHêungHêungHêung----Góng yáuh hóuGóng yáuh hóuGóng yáuh hóuGóng yáuh hóu----dô yàhndô yàhndô yàhndô yàhn    
 

5. There are many student s in the school 

hohk haauh (M: gâan) __________________________hohk haauh (M: gâan) __________________________hohk haauh (M: gâan) __________________________hohk haauh (M: gâan) __________________________    

gâan hohkgâan hohkgâan hohkgâan hohk----haauh yáuh haauh yáuh haauh yáuh haauh yáuh hóuhóuhóuhóu----dô hohkdô hohkdô hohkdô hohk----sâangsâangsâangsâang    
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6. There isn’t any dog 

gó douh  móuh  gáugó douh  móuh  gáugó douh  móuh  gáugó douh  móuh  gáu    
  there      not have    dog 

 

7. There is no water  here 

séui ________________________________________séui ________________________________________séui ________________________________________séui ________________________________________    

nînînînî----douh móuh séuidouh móuh séuidouh móuh séuidouh móuh séui    
 

8. There are many people at the bus stops  waiting  for the bus 

dáng gán / bâdáng gán / bâdáng gán / bâdáng gán / bâ----sísísísí    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

bâbâbâbâ----sísísísí----jaahm yáuh hóujaahm yáuh hóujaahm yáuh hóujaahm yáuh hóu----dô yàhn dángdô yàhn dángdô yàhn dángdô yàhn dáng----gán bâgán bâgán bâgán bâ----sísísísí    

    

9. There are many colleague  in my company  

gûng sî_______________________________________gûng sî_______________________________________gûng sî_______________________________________gûng sî_______________________________________    
company 

ngóh gûngngóh gûngngóh gûngngóh gûng----sî yáuh hóusî yáuh hóusî yáuh hóusî yáuh hóu----dô tùhng sihdô tùhng sihdô tùhng sihdô tùhng sih    

    

10. There is no tea  at my home 

chàh ____chàh ____chàh ____chàh ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh ûkngóh ûkngóh ûkngóh ûk----kéi móuh chàhkéi móuh chàhkéi móuh chàhkéi móuh chàh    
 

 

 

Unit 9 at…… 

29. She is at home 

at/ in/ on at/ in/ on at/ in/ on at/ in/ on ---- hái hái hái hái    

In Cantonese, when “hái: at, in or on” is used alone to show 

where an object is located, it’s a main verb. 

However if the “hái” is in the sentence: 
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“kéuih hái ûk-kéi duhk-syû: She studies at home”, the “hái” is a 

preposition. “duhk syû: study” is the main verb. 
 

1. She is at home 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  háiháiháihái  ûk kéi  ûk kéi  ûk kéi  ûk kéi    
  she     at      home 

 

2. My elder brother  is in Canada  now 

ngóh    áh      gôngóh    áh      gôngóh    áh      gôngóh    áh      gô            / Gâ Nàh Daaih/ Gâ Nàh Daaih/ Gâ Nàh Daaih/ Gâ Nàh Daaih    
 my    PREFIX   elder brother   Canada 

(“my brother” can also be : “ngóh gòh gô”“ngóh gòh gô”“ngóh gòh gô”“ngóh gòh gô” which is more formal 

and not as colloquial as “ngóh áh gô”) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----aaaa----gô yìhgô yìhgô yìhgô yìh----gâ hái Gâgâ hái Gâgâ hái Gâgâ hái Gâ----NàhNàhNàhNàh----DaaihDaaihDaaihDaaih    
 

3. He is not in the office 

It’s more common to say “He in not in the company” 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬h----hái gûnghái gûnghái gûnghái gûng----sîsîsîsî    
 

4. They are in the sitting room  

haak têng_____________________________________haak têng_____________________________________haak têng_____________________________________haak têng_____________________________________    
guest  room 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih hái haakdeih hái haakdeih hái haakdeih hái haak----têngtêngtêngtêng    

    

5. They are not on the 3rd floor  

láu____________________láu____________________láu____________________láu________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    
floor 

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih ¬hdeih ¬hdeih ¬hdeih ¬h----hái sâamhái sâamhái sâamhái sâam----láuláuláuláu    
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Part III  Special sentences 
 

Unit 10 jêung – sentences 

The function of preposition “jêung”“jêung”“jêung”“jêung” helps to bring the object in 

front of the verb.  

 

The “jêung-sentences” indicates that an action is applied to 

somebody or something with the emphasis that the action will 

bring about a result or influence. 

 

Moreover, the verb predicate of the “jêung-sentences” is usually 

followed by some other elements – aspect particles (jó, jyuh) or 

complements (laahn, yùhn, hái etc) to indicate the result or effect 

of the action. These elements are underlined in the following 

examples. 
 

30. He made the toy broken 

Emphasis on the resultEmphasis on the resultEmphasis on the resultEmphasis on the result    

1.  
a) He broke  the toy  

kéuih  jíng  kéuih  jíng  kéuih  jíng  kéuih  jíng  laahn jólaahn jólaahn jólaahn jó    go  wuhn geuih      go  wuhn geuih      go  wuhn geuih      go  wuhn geuih      
  he      make   broken  ed     MW       toy       

In (a) , the sentence is in a normal order “subject + verb + object”, 

the intonation is more neutral. 
 

b) He made the toy broken 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  jêungjêungjêungjêung   go   wuhn geuih  jíng   go   wuhn geuih  jíng   go   wuhn geuih  jíng   go   wuhn geuih  jíng        laahn jólaahn jólaahn jólaahn jó    
  he       ~make     MW        toy          make   broken ed 

In (b) the “jêung-sentences” is used . The object is brought before 

the verb and it can emphasize the result. 
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2.  
a) He finished all the food 

kéuih   sihk   kéuih   sihk   kéuih   sihk   kéuih   sihk   saaisaaisaaisaai   dî   yéh      dî   yéh      dî   yéh      dî   yéh       
  he        eat       all     MW    stuff  

“dî” is the MW for all uncountable nouns. 
 

b) He made all the food finished 

kéuih  jêung  dî   yéh   sihk   kéuih  jêung  dî   yéh   sihk   kéuih  jêung  dî   yéh   sihk   kéuih  jêung  dî   yéh   sihk   saaisaaisaaisaai    
  he     ~make     MW    stuff      eat      all 

 

 

3.  
a) They finished the homework 

kéuih deih   jouh kéuih deih   jouh kéuih deih   jouh kéuih deih   jouh yùhnyùhnyùhnyùhn   (dî)  gûng fo   (dî)  gûng fo   (dî)  gûng fo   (dî)  gûng fo    
    they           do   finish            homework 

 

b) They made the homework finished 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih jêung dî gûngdeih jêung dî gûngdeih jêung dî gûngdeih jêung dî gûng----fo jouhfo jouhfo jouhfo jouh----yùhnyùhnyùhnyùhn    
 

 

4.  
a) My friend  spent  all the money 

ngóh  pàhng yáuh  yuhng ngóh  pàhng yáuh  yuhng ngóh  pàhng yáuh  yuhng ngóh  pàhng yáuh  yuhng saaisaaisaaisaai  dî  chín  dî  chín  dî  chín  dî  chín    
  my          friend        use    all      the   money 

 

b) My friend made all the money spent 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh pàhngngóh pàhngngóh pàhngngóh pàhng----yáuh jêung dîyáuh jêung dîyáuh jêung dîyáuh jêung dî----chín yuhngchín yuhngchín yuhngchín yuhng----saaisaaisaaisaai    
 

 

5. She threw away  all the old  clothes 

dám / gauh sâam_________________________________dám / gauh sâam_________________________________dám / gauh sâam_________________________________dám / gauh sâam_________________________________    

kéuih jêung dî gauhkéuih jêung dî gauhkéuih jêung dî gauhkéuih jêung dî gauh----sâam dámsâam dámsâam dámsâam dám----saaisaaisaaisaai    
 

 

Predicates and Special Sentences                                             Page 36 

 

31. He didn’t make the toy break 

negative negative negative negative ---- móu móu móu móuhhhh    

1. He didn’t make the toy break 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh  jêung  go  wuhn geuih  jíng  jêung  go  wuhn geuih  jíng  jêung  go  wuhn geuih  jíng  jêung  go  wuhn geuih  jíng    laahn laahn laahn laahn     
  he      not have   ~make    MW      toy          make  break  

 

2.  
a) I didn’t tie  the dog 

ngóh  móuh  bóng   ngóh  móuh  bóng   ngóh  móuh  bóng   ngóh  móuh  bóng   jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh      jek    gáu        jek    gáu        jek    gáu        jek    gáu      
  I       have not    tie     CONT(ing)      MW(the)   dog 

 

b) I didn’t make the dog tied 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh móuh jêung jekngóh móuh jêung jekngóh móuh jêung jekngóh móuh jêung jek----gáu bónggáu bónggáu bónggáu bóng----jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    
 

3.  
a) He didn’t place  the money well 

kéuih  móuh   jâi  kéuih  móuh   jâi  kéuih  móuh   jâi  kéuih  móuh   jâi  hóuhóuhóuhóu   dî  chín     dî  chín     dî  chín     dî  chín      
  he      didn’t      place  well     the  money  

 

b) He didn’t make the money placed well 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih móuh jêung dîkéuih móuh jêung dîkéuih móuh jêung dîkéuih móuh jêung dî----chín jâichín jâichín jâichín jâi----hóuhóuhóuhóu    
 

4. He didn’t finish all the food 

sihk saai_____________________________________sihk saai_____________________________________sihk saai_____________________________________sihk saai_____________________________________    

kéuih móuh jêung dîkéuih móuh jêung dîkéuih móuh jêung dîkéuih móuh jêung dî----yéh sihkyéh sihkyéh sihkyéh sihk----saaisaaisaaisaai    

    

5. she didn’t wash  all the clothes 

sái saasái saasái saasái saai_____________________________________i_____________________________________i_____________________________________i_____________________________________    

kéuih móuh jêung dîkéuih móuh jêung dîkéuih móuh jêung dîkéuih móuh jêung dî----sâam sáisâam sáisâam sáisâam sái----saaisaaisaaisaai    
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32. He always puts the money on the table 

Position of the adverbialPosition of the adverbialPosition of the adverbialPosition of the adverbial    

It can take an adverbial before the “jêung” 
 

1. He always puts the money on the table 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  sìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yaht  jêung dî chín   jêung dî chín   jêung dî chín   jêung dî chín  jái  jái  jái  jái háiháiháihái  tói mín  tói mín  tói mín  tói mín    
  he        always        ~put   the money   place on    table top 

 

2. The child  always made the things  broken 

dî   yéh _____________________________________dî   yéh _____________________________________dî   yéh _____________________________________dî   yéh _____________________________________    
MW  things/stuff 

go saigo saigo saigo sai----mânmânmânmân----jái móuh sìhngjái móuh sìhngjái móuh sìhngjái móuh sìhng----yaht jêung dîyaht jêung dîyaht jêung dîyaht jêung dî----yéh jíngyéh jíngyéh jíngyéh jíng----laahnlaahnlaahnlaahn    
 

3. He sometimes places the books on the chair  

yáuh sìh /  dang  seuhng mihn (bihn)yáuh sìh /  dang  seuhng mihn (bihn)yáuh sìh /  dang  seuhng mihn (bihn)yáuh sìh /  dang  seuhng mihn (bihn)    
sometimes   /   chair       top    side 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih yáuhkéuih yáuhkéuih yáuhkéuih yáuh----sìh jêung dîsìh jêung dîsìh jêung dîsìh jêung dî----syû jâisyû jâisyû jâisyû jâi----hái dang seuhnghái dang seuhnghái dang seuhnghái dang seuhng----mihnmihnmihnmihn    
 

4. You always puts the newspaper  everywhere (randomly) 

bou jí / jâu wàih / jâibou jí / jâu wàih / jâibou jí / jâu wàih / jâibou jí / jâu wàih / jâi    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

néih sìhngnéih sìhngnéih sìhngnéih sìhng----yaht jêung dî bouyaht jêung dî bouyaht jêung dî bouyaht jêung dî bou----jí jâují jâují jâují jâu----wàih jâiwàih jâiwàih jâiwàih jâi    

    

5. You never take my words seriously ! 

chùhng lòih ¬h / góng ge yéh  / sâm douhchùhng lòih ¬h / góng ge yéh  / sâm douhchùhng lòih ¬h / góng ge yéh  / sâm douhchùhng lòih ¬h / góng ge yéh  / sâm douh    
        never       saying ’s  stuff    heart ‘s place 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

néih chùhngnéih chùhngnéih chùhngnéih chùhng----lòihlòihlòihlòih----¬h jêung ngóh góng¬h jêung ngóh góng¬h jêung ngóh góng¬h jêung ngóh góng----gegegege----yéh fôngyéh fôngyéh fôngyéh fông----hái sâmhái sâmhái sâmhái sâm    
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33. She put the flower into the vase 

on, in, into on, in, into on, in, into on, in, into ---- “hái” or “yahp” “hái” or “yahp” “hái” or “yahp” “hái” or “yahp”    

“Jêung-sentences” are common in structures using “in: hái”. 

Try to rewrite the following sentences into the “jêung-sentences” 

 

“hái” or “yahp” are interchangeable here. “hái” is more similar to 

“in” while “yaht” is more similar to “into” 

 

1. She put the flower  into the vase  

kéuih   chaap   dî fâ    kéuih   chaap   dî fâ    kéuih   chaap   dî fâ    kéuih   chaap   dî fâ    háiháiháihái  go  fâ jêun  douh  go  fâ jêun  douh  go  fâ jêun  douh  go  fâ jêun  douh    
  she        thrust     MW flower    in   MW  flower bottle   place 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih jêung dîkéuih jêung dîkéuih jêung dîkéuih jêung dî----fâ chaapfâ chaapfâ chaapfâ chaap----hái go fâhái go fâhái go fâhái go fâ----jêung douhjêung douhjêung douhjêung douh    
 

Why’s that “place: douh” is used here ? 

If the noun itself is not a geographical region, people have to add 

“place: douh” after the noun to make it function like a 

geographical region. 

 

In Cantonese: 

� I go to China (it’s a geographical region, like “a place” 

already) 

� I go to China place 

� I buy a vase (it’s a object) 

� I go to the vase (it’s not a place by itself) 

� I go to the vase’s place (it can function like a place now) 

� I put the flower into the vase (it’s not a place by itself) 

� I put the flower into the vase’s place  
 

2. She put the clothes into the wardrobe  

kéuih  fong  dî  sâam  kéuih  fong  dî  sâam  kéuih  fong  dî  sâam  kéuih  fong  dî  sâam  háiháiháihái   go  yî gwaih  douh   go  yî gwaih  douh   go  yî gwaih  douh   go  yî gwaih  douh    
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  she     place    the   clothes    in    the    wardrobe’s      place 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih jêung dîkéuih jêung dîkéuih jêung dîkéuih jêung dî----sâam fongsâam fongsâam fongsâam fong----hái go yîhái go yîhái go yîhái go yî----gwaih douhgwaih douhgwaih douhgwaih douh    
 

3. The student put the books on the floor  

go  hohk sâang  fong  dî syû  go  hohk sâang  fong  dî syû  go  hohk sâang  fong  dî syû  go  hohk sâang  fong  dî syû  háiháiháihái  deih há   (douh)  deih há   (douh)  deih há   (douh)  deih há   (douh)    
the       student       place    the books   on     floor         place 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

go hohkgo hohkgo hohkgo hohk----sâang jêung dîsâang jêung dîsâang jêung dîsâang jêung dî----syû fongsyû fongsyû fongsyû fong----hái deihhái deihhái deihhái deih----háháháhá    
 

When some noun such as “ground” is like “an object” and “a 

place” as well, “douh” is optional. 
 

 

4. The student put the books into the bookcase  

syû gwai ________________________________syû gwai ________________________________syû gwai ________________________________syû gwai ________________________________    

go hohkgo hohkgo hohkgo hohk----sâang jêung dîsâang jêung dîsâang jêung dîsâang jêung dî----syû fongsyû fongsyû fongsyû fong----hái syûhái syûhái syûhái syû----gwaih (douh)gwaih (douh)gwaih (douh)gwaih (douh)    
 

 

34. They send the child to the hospital 

send to send to send to send to ---- “heui” “heui” “heui” “heui”    

“Jêung-sentences” are also common in structures using “send to: 

heui”. Try to rewrite the following sentences into the 

“jêung-sentences” 
 

1. They send  the child to the hospital  

kéuih deih  sung  go  sai mân jái  kéuih deih  sung  go  sai mân jái  kéuih deih  sung  go  sai mân jái  kéuih deih  sung  go  sai mân jái  heuiheuiheuiheui  yî yún  yî yún  yî yún  yî yún    
    they        send     the        child         to     hospital 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deideideideih jêung go saih jêung go saih jêung go saih jêung go sai----mânmânmânmân----jái sungjái sungjái sungjái sung----heui yîheui yîheui yîheui yî----yúnyúnyúnyún    
 

2. I will  send the letter  to your office 

ngóh  wúih  sung  fûng seun  ngóh  wúih  sung  fûng seun  ngóh  wúih  sung  fûng seun  ngóh  wúih  sung  fûng seun  heuiheuiheuiheui  néih gûng sî  néih gûng sî  néih gûng sî  néih gûng sî    
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  I       will      send     the   letter     to      your   company 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh wúih jngóh wúih jngóh wúih jngóh wúih jêung nîêung nîêung nîêung nî----fûngfûngfûngfûng----seun sungseun sungseun sungseun sung----heui néih gûngheui néih gûngheui néih gûngheui néih gûng----sîsîsîsî    
 

3. My father sent me to study in England  

ngóh  dê dìh  sung ngóh  ngóh  dê dìh  sung ngóh  ngóh  dê dìh  sung ngóh  ngóh  dê dìh  sung ngóh  heuiheuiheuiheui Yîng Gwok  duhk syû Yîng Gwok  duhk syû Yîng Gwok  duhk syû Yîng Gwok  duhk syû    
 My       daddy    send    me      to     England           study 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh dêngóh dêngóh dêngóh dê----dìh dìh dìh dìh wúih jêung ngóh sungwúih jêung ngóh sungwúih jêung ngóh sungwúih jêung ngóh sung----heui Yîngheui Yîngheui Yîngheui Yîng----Gwok Gwok Gwok Gwok 

duhkduhkduhkduhk----syûsyûsyûsyû    

Using the “Jêung-sentences” here sounds like the child is in a 

very passive stage. Just because his father arranged to send him 

abroad, he has to follow. 
 

4. They send the suspect  to the police station  

yìh fáan /yìh fáan /yìh fáan /yìh fáan / châai gún__________________________ châai gún__________________________ châai gún__________________________ châai gún__________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih jêung go yìhdeih jêung go yìhdeih jêung go yìhdeih jêung go yìh----fáan sungfáan sungfáan sungfáan sung----heui châaiheui châaiheui châaiheui châai----gún douhgún douhgún douhgún douh    
 

 

 

35. He carries the bag to him 

give to give to give to give to ---- “béi” “béi” “béi” “béi”    

“Jêung-sentences” are also common in structures using “give to: 

béi”. Try to rewrite the following sentences into the 

“jêung-sentences” 
 

1. He carries  the bag to him 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  llllîng  go  dói  îng  go  dói  îng  go  dói  îng  go  dói  béibéibéibéi  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih    
  he      carry    the   bag     to    him 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih jêung gokéuih jêung gokéuih jêung gokéuih jêung go----dói dói dói dói llllîngîngîngîng----béi kéuihbéi kéuihbéi kéuihbéi kéuih    
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2. She gave me the piano  

kéuih  sung   go     gong kàhmkéuih  sung   go     gong kàhmkéuih  sung   go     gong kàhmkéuih  sung   go     gong kàhm        béibéibéibéi  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh    
  she     give     MW(the)        piano       to      me 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih jêung go gongkéuih jêung go gongkéuih jêung go gongkéuih jêung go gong----kàhm sungkàhm sungkàhm sungkàhm sung----béi ngóhbéi ngóhbéi ngóhbéi ngóh    

The MW “go” here may means “the” or the short form of “yât 

go” which means “a”. 

Just by the sentence itself, the listener will not know the speaker 

means “She gave me the piano” or “She gave a piano”. In actual 

life, the listener can usually tell by the context. 

However, if this sentence is rewritten into “Jêung-sentences”, it 

usually refers to a definite object and most probably it means “the 

piano” but not “a piano”. 
 

3. He takes  the school bag  to me 

kéuih  ló  go  syû bâau  kéuih  ló  go  syû bâau  kéuih  ló  go  syû bâau  kéuih  ló  go  syû bâau  béibéibéibéi  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh    
  he     take  the    books bag      to     me 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih jêung go syûkéuih jêung go syûkéuih jêung go syûkéuih jêung go syû----bâau lóbâau lóbâau lóbâau ló----bbbbéi ngóhéi ngóhéi ngóhéi ngóh    
 

4. She give the old things to charity organizations  

chìhchìhchìhchìh----sihn tyùhnsihn tyùhnsihn tyùhnsihn tyùhn----tái_____________________________tái_____________________________tái_____________________________tái_____________________________    
    charity  organization 

kéuih jêung dî gauhkéuih jêung dî gauhkéuih jêung dî gauhkéuih jêung dî gauh----yéh sung béi chìhyéh sung béi chìhyéh sung béi chìhyéh sung béi chìh----sihn tyùhnsihn tyùhnsihn tyùhnsihn tyùhn----táitáitáitái    

    

5. He donates  money which he won gambling,  to community 

chest  

yèhng yèhng yèhng yèhng / gyûn / gûng yîk gâm/ gyûn / gûng yîk gâm/ gyûn / gûng yîk gâm/ gyûn / gûng yîk gâm    
  win    donate   community chest 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih jêung yèhngkéuih jêung yèhngkéuih jêung yèhngkéuih jêung yèhng----jó ge chín gyûn béi gûngjó ge chín gyûn béi gûngjó ge chín gyûn béi gûngjó ge chín gyûn béi gûng----yîkyîkyîkyîk----gâmgâmgâmgâm    
 

 

 

Predicates and Special Sentences                                             Page 42 

36. The magician changes the paper into a 

flower 

changed/ put/ make into changed/ put/ make into changed/ put/ make into changed/ put/ make into ---- “jouh” “jouh” “jouh” “jouh”    

“Jêung-sentences” are also common in structures using “change, 

make or put into: jouh”.  

 

Try to rewrite the following sentences into the “jêung-sentences” 

In previous examples, the normal order is also common. However 

here, the following normal order is not so common as they are in 

the “jêung-sentences”. 

 
 

1. The magician  changes the paper  into a flower 

go  mô seuht sî  bin  dî jí      jouh     fâgo  mô seuht sî  bin  dî jí      jouh     fâgo  mô seuht sî  bin  dî jí      jouh     fâgo  mô seuht sî  bin  dî jí      jouh     fâ    
the      magician     change  the paper      make      flower 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

go môgo môgo môgo mô----seuhtseuhtseuhtseuht----sî jêung sî jêung sî jêung sî jêung dîdîdîdî----jí binjí binjí binjí bin----jouh fâjouh fâjouh fâjouh fâ    
 

2. They put the seats into a circle  

kéuih deih  báai  dî  dang  jouh  yùhn yìhngkéuih deih  báai  dî  dang  jouh  yùhn yìhngkéuih deih  báai  dî  dang  jouh  yùhn yìhngkéuih deih  báai  dî  dang  jouh  yùhn yìhng    
   they          put     the    chair    make     circle 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih jêung dîdeih jêung dîdeih jêung dîdeih jêung dî----dang bâai jouh yùhndang bâai jouh yùhndang bâai jouh yùhndang bâai jouh yùhn----yìhngyìhngyìhngyìhng    
 

3. She translates  the English into the Chinese  

kéuih  yihk  dî  Yîng Mán  jouh  Jûng Mánkéuih  yihk  dî  Yîng Mán  jouh  Jûng Mánkéuih  yihk  dî  Yîng Mán  jouh  Jûng Mánkéuih  yihk  dî  Yîng Mán  jouh  Jûng Mán    
  she    translate  the    English      to become   Chinese 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih jêung dî Yîngkéuih jêung dî Yîngkéuih jêung dî Yîngkéuih jêung dî Yîng----Mán yihk jouh JûngMán yihk jouh JûngMán yihk jouh JûngMán yihk jouh Jûng----MánMánMánMán    
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4. Please help  me to translate these minutes  into the English. 

wuihwuihwuihwuih----yíh geiyíh geiyíh geiyíh gei----luhk_____________________________luhk_____________________________luhk_____________________________luhk_____________________________    
   meeting   record 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----gôi bông ngóh jêung nîgôi bông ngóh jêung nîgôi bông ngóh jêung nîgôi bông ngóh jêung nî----fahn wuihfahn wuihfahn wuihfahn wuih----yíh geiyíh geiyíh geiyíh gei----luhk yihk jouh luhk yihk jouh luhk yihk jouh luhk yihk jouh 

YîngYîngYîngYîng----Mán â.Mán â.Mán â.Mán â.    
 

 

Unit 11 béi - by 

“béi” is used in passive voice and the subject is not willing to accept an 

action from which the subject will suffer. 

The original sound of “béi” is “beih”. People always say the changed 

tone: “béi” 

 

37. He was beaten by the robbers 

The doer is knownThe doer is knownThe doer is knownThe doer is known    

1. He was beaten  by the robbers  

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  béibéibéibéi   dî  cháak  dá   dî  cháak  dá   dî  cháak  dá   dî  cháak  dá    
  he      by     MW   robber    beaten 

 

2. I was scolded  by my mother  (don’t translate “my” here) 

laauh / mâ mìh _________________________________laauh / mâ mìh _________________________________laauh / mâ mìh _________________________________laauh / mâ mìh _________________________________    
 scold    mother 

ngóh béi mângóh béi mângóh béi mângóh béi mâ----mìh laauhmìh laauhmìh laauhmìh laauh    
 

3. The dog was hit  by a car  

gáu (M: jek)  / chê / johng chângáu (M: jek)  / chê / johng chângáu (M: jek)  / chê / johng chângáu (M: jek)  / chê / johng chân    
dog                car     hit    hurt 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

jekjekjekjek----gáu béi (ga) chê johnggáu béi (ga) chê johnggáu béi (ga) chê johnggáu béi (ga) chê johng----chânchânchânchân    
 

4. The cake  was eaten up by my younger sister  

daahn gôu /  sai múidaahn gôu /  sai múidaahn gôu /  sai múidaahn gôu /  sai múi    
   cake        younger sister 
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

go daahngo daahngo daahngo daahn----gôu béi ngóh gôu béi ngóh gôu béi ngóh gôu béi ngóh saisaisaisai----múi sihkmúi sihkmúi sihkmúi sihk----saaisaaisaaisaai    

    

5. The window  was broken by the wind  

chêung / fûng / chêui laahn jóchêung / fûng / chêui laahn jóchêung / fûng / chêui laahn jóchêung / fûng / chêui laahn jó    
window     wind    blow  break   ed 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

gogogogo----chêung béi (dî) fûng chêuichêung béi (dî) fûng chêuichêung béi (dî) fûng chêuichêung béi (dî) fûng chêui----laahnlaahnlaahnlaahn----jójójójó    
 

 

 

38. My wallet was stolen 

The doer is unknownThe doer is unknownThe doer is unknownThe doer is unknown    

1. My wallet  was stolen 

ngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  béi  yàhnbéi  yàhnbéi  yàhnbéi  yàhn  tâu jó  tâu jó  tâu jó  tâu jó    
  my    MW     wallet/purse     by     person   stole ed 

If the doer of the action is not know, people have to use “person: 

yàhnyàhnyàhnyàhn” 
 

2. Her handbag  was stolen  

sáu dói___________________________________sáu dói___________________________________sáu dói___________________________________sáu dói___________________________________________________    
hand  bag 

kéuih go sáukéuih go sáukéuih go sáukéuih go sáu----dói béi yàhn tâudói béi yàhn tâudói béi yàhn tâudói béi yàhn tâu----jójójójó    
 

3. My father  was framed  (by someone) 

bàh bâ /hahm hoih_______________________________bàh bâ /hahm hoih_______________________________bàh bâ /hahm hoih_______________________________bàh bâ /hahm hoih_______________________________    
  papa      frame 

ngóh bàhngóh bàhngóh bàhngóh bàh----bâ béi yàhn hahmbâ béi yàhn hahmbâ béi yàhn hahmbâ béi yàhn hahm----hoihhoihhoihhoih    
 

4. Don’t speak so loud , you will be warned  
(don’t so loud speak, will by warn) 

góng / daaih sêng / wúih/  wahgóng / daaih sêng / wúih/  wahgóng / daaih sêng / wúih/  wahgóng / daaih sêng / wúih/  wah    
speak     big   sound    will    warn/criticize 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    



http://www.clc.com.hk                                                    Page 45 

¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu góng gam daaihhóu góng gam daaihhóu góng gam daaihhóu góng gam daaih----sêng lâ, wúih béi yàhn wah ga. sêng lâ, wúih béi yàhn wah ga. sêng lâ, wúih béi yàhn wah ga. sêng lâ, wúih béi yàhn wah ga.     

    

5. The matter  is already  know n 

sih (M: gihn)  yíh gîng  jîsih (M: gihn)  yíh gîng  jîsih (M: gihn)  yíh gîng  jîsih (M: gihn)  yíh gîng  jî----doudoudoudou    
 matter            already        known 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

gihngihngihngihn----sih yíhsih yíhsih yíhsih yíh----gîng béi yàhn jîgîng béi yàhn jîgîng béi yàhn jîgîng béi yàhn jî----douh la (“jî” is the short form douh la (“jî” is the short form douh la (“jî” is the short form douh la (“jî” is the short form 

of “jîof “jîof “jîof “jî----dou”)dou”)dou”)dou”)    
 

 

 

39. My wallet wasn’t stolen 

negative negative negative negative ---- móuh, ¬h haih móuh, ¬h haih móuh, ¬h haih móuh, ¬h haih    

1. My wallet wasn’t stolen 

ngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ¬hngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ¬hngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ¬hngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ¬h haih béi  yàhn  tâu jó haih béi  yàhn  tâu jó haih béi  yàhn  tâu jó haih béi  yàhn  tâu jó    
  my    MW     wallet/purse     have not   by     person   steal ed 

 

2. My wallet hasn’t been stolen 

ngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  ngóh  go  ngàhn bâau  móuhmóuhmóuhmóuh  béi  yàhn  tâu dou  béi  yàhn  tâu dou  béi  yàhn  tâu dou  béi  yàhn  tâu dou    
  my    MW     wallet/purse     have not   by     person   stole … 

 

3. He hasn’t been fired (dismissed)   

cháau yàuh yúcháau yàuh yúcháau yàuh yúcháau yàuh yú    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih móuh béi yàhn cháaukéuih móuh béi yàhn cháaukéuih móuh béi yàhn cháaukéuih móuh béi yàhn cháau----yàuhyàuhyàuhyàuh----yúyúyúyú    
  he   not have  by  people  stir-fry  squid (fired) 

 

4. My classmate wasn’t bitten by a dog 

tùhng hohk / ngáauhtùhng hohk / ngáauhtùhng hohk / ngáauhtùhng hohk / ngáauh    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh tùhngngóh tùhngngóh tùhngngóh tùhng----hohk ¬hhohk ¬hhohk ¬hhohk ¬h----haih béi gáu ngáauhhaih béi gáu ngáauhhaih béi gáu ngáauhhaih béi gáu ngáauh    
 my        classmate    not  be   by  dog   bite 
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5. My classmate hasn’t been bitten by a dog 

tùhng hohk / ngáauhtùhng hohk / ngáauhtùhng hohk / ngáauhtùhng hohk / ngáauh    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh tùhngngóh tùhngngóh tùhngngóh tùhng----hohk móuh béi gáu ngáauhhohk móuh béi gáu ngáauhhohk móuh béi gáu ngáauhhohk móuh béi gáu ngáauh    
 

Unit 12 Serial verbs 

More than two verbs are used as the predicate of the same 

subject.  
 

40. I want to buy some food 

PurposesPurposesPurposesPurposes    

The second verb show the purpose of the 1st verb. Just add “¬h” 

for negative sentences 
 

1. I want to buy some food  

ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  ngóh  séung  máaihséung  máaihséung  máaihséung  máaih  yéh  sihk  yéh  sihk  yéh  sihk  yéh  sihk    
I         want       buy      stuff   eat 

 

2. I am not going to buy some coke  

hó lohk____________________________________hó lohk____________________________________hó lohk____________________________________hó lohk____________________________________    

ngóh heui máaih hóngóh heui máaih hóngóh heui máaih hóngóh heui máaih hó----lohklohklohklohk    
 

3. I am going to buy some orange juice  

cháang jâp___________________________________cháang jâp___________________________________cháang jâp___________________________________cháang jâp___________________________________    
orange   juice 

ngóh heui máaih cháanngóh heui máaih cháanngóh heui máaih cháanngóh heui máaih cháang jâpg jâpg jâpg jâp    
 

4. I will not go to post  the letters 

gei seun ____________________________________gei seun ____________________________________gei seun ____________________________________gei seun ____________________________________    
post letter 

ngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬h----heui geiheui geiheui geiheui gei----seunseunseunseun    
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5. I want to go to watch a movie 

tái hei  ____________________________________tái hei  ____________________________________tái hei  ____________________________________tái hei  ____________________________________    

ngóh séung heui táingóh séung heui táingóh séung heui táingóh séung heui tái----heiheiheihei    

    

6. I don’t want to buy any food 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬hngóh ¬h----séung máaih yéhséung máaih yéhséung máaih yéhséung máaih yéh----sihksihksihksihk    
 

 

 

41. She writes with her left hand 

Means or mannerMeans or mannerMeans or mannerMeans or manner    

The 1st V-O construction indicates the means or manner of the 

second. Because it’s more defining, in negative sentences, one 

has to add “¬h haih” 

 

1. She write s with her left hand  

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  yuhngyuhngyuhngyuhng  jó sáu      jó sáu      jó sáu      jó sáu    sésésésé   jih   jih   jih   jih    
  she       use     left hand     write characters 

 

2. We will go to Peking  by air  

daap   fêi  gêidaap   fêi  gêidaap   fêi  gêidaap   fêi  gêi    
 take      fly  machine 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh deih daap fêingóh deih daap fêingóh deih daap fêingóh deih daap fêi----gêgêgêgêi heui Bâki heui Bâki heui Bâki heui Bâk----GîngGîngGîngGîng    
 

3. We don’t chat  in English, we chat in Cantonese 

yuhng / kîng gáiyuhng / kîng gáiyuhng / kîng gáiyuhng / kîng gái    
  use      chat 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh deih ¬hngóh deih ¬hngóh deih ¬hngóh deih ¬h----haih yuhng Yînghaih yuhng Yînghaih yuhng Yînghaih yuhng Yîng----Mán kîng gái, ngóh deih Mán kîng gái, ngóh deih Mán kîng gái, ngóh deih Mán kîng gái, ngóh deih 

haih yuhng Gwónghaih yuhng Gwónghaih yuhng Gwónghaih yuhng Gwóng----DûngDûngDûngDûng----Wá kîng gáiWá kîng gáiWá kîng gáiWá kîng gái    
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4. He draw the diagram  by computer  but not by hands  
(he not use hands draw diagram,  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬h----haih yuhng sáu waahk tòuh, haih yuhng dihnhaih yuhng sáu waahk tòuh, haih yuhng dihnhaih yuhng sáu waahk tòuh, haih yuhng dihnhaih yuhng sáu waahk tòuh, haih yuhng dihn----nóuh nóuh nóuh nóuh 

waahkwaahkwaahkwaahk----tòuhtòuhtòuhtòuh    

    

5. She doesn’t use her right hand. (she always uses her left hand) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬hkéuih ¬h----haih yuhng yauhhaih yuhng yauhhaih yuhng yauhhaih yuhng yauh----sáu ge.sáu ge.sáu ge.sáu ge.    
 

 

 

42. He pours the water to drink 

Purposes & notional objectPurposes & notional objectPurposes & notional objectPurposes & notional object    

The 2nd verb indicates the purpose of the 1st verb and whose 

object is notional also that of the 2nd verb. Just add “¬h” for 

negative sentences 
 

1. He pour s the water to drink 

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  jâmjâmjâmjâm  séui    séui    séui    séui  yámyámyámyám    
  he      pour   water   drink 

 

2. We buy ticket s to watch the concert  

fêi  /  yín cheung wúifêi  /  yín cheung wúifêi  /  yín cheung wúifêi  /  yín cheung wúi    
ticket          concert 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih máaihdeih máaihdeih máaihdeih máaih----fêi tái yíngfêi tái yíngfêi tái yíngfêi tái yíng----cheungcheungcheungcheung----wúwúwúwúiiii    
 

3. They don’t buy bread  to eat 

mihn bâau___________________________________mihn bâau___________________________________mihn bâau___________________________________mihn bâau___________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih móuh máaih mihndeih móuh máaih mihndeih móuh máaih mihndeih móuh máaih mihn----bâau sihkbâau sihkbâau sihkbâau sihk    
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4. They buy food to eat 

yéh / sihkyéh / sihkyéh / sihkyéh / sihk    
stuff    eat 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih máaih yéhdeih máaih yéhdeih máaih yéhdeih máaih yéh----sihksihksihksihk    

    

5. He didn’t pour the water to drink 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬h jâm séui yámkéuih ¬h jâm séui yámkéuih ¬h jâm séui yámkéuih ¬h jâm séui yám    
 

 

 

43. She has money to spend 

The first verb is “yáuh”The first verb is “yáuh”The first verb is “yáuh”The first verb is “yáuh”    

In negatives, “móuh” is used instead 
 

1. She has money to spend  

kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  kéuih  yáuhyáuhyáuhyáuh  chín    chín    chín    chín  sáisáisáisái    
  she      has    money   spend 

 

2. They have books to read   

syû / táisyû / táisyû / táisyû / tái    
books  read 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih----deih yáuh syû táideih yáuh syû táideih yáuh syû táideih yáuh syû tái    
 

3. I don’t have time to practice   violin 

síusíusíusíu----tàihtàihtàihtàih----kàhm____________________________________kàhm____________________________________kàhm____________________________________kàhm____________________________________    

ngóh móuh sìhngóh móuh sìhngóh móuh sìhngóh móuh sìh----gaan lihngaan lihngaan lihngaan lihn----jaahp síujaahp síujaahp síujaahp síu----tàihtàihtàihtàih----kàhmkàhmkàhmkàhm    
 

4. We have problems  to ask  Peter 

mahn tàih / mahnmahn tàih / mahnmahn tàih / mahnmahn tàih / mahn    
  questions     ask 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóhngóhngóhngóh----deih yáuh mahndeih yáuh mahndeih yáuh mahndeih yáuh mahn----tàih mahn Petertàih mahn Petertàih mahn Petertàih mahn Peter    

    

5. She doesn’t have money to spend 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih móuh chín sáikéuih móuh chín sáikéuih móuh chín sáikéuih móuh chín sái    
 

 

 

Unit 13 Pivotal Sentences 

The object of the first verb is at the same time the subject of the 

second one. 
 

44. I want him to come 

Purpose and resultsPurpose and resultsPurpose and resultsPurpose and results    

 

The pivotal predicate indicates the purpose and result of the 

action indicated by the first verb in the sentence.  

Use “¬h -not” for the doer doesn’t want 

Use “móuh-not have” for the doer just haven’t done that 

 

1. I want  him to come 

ngóh  séung  ngóh  séung  ngóh  séung  ngóh  séung  kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih  làih  làih  làih  làih    
  I       want       him     come 

 

2. The beggar begs him to give money 

hât yî / kàuh hât yî / kàuh hât yî / kàuh hât yî / kàuh     
beggar    beg 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

go hâtgo hâtgo hâtgo hât----yî kàuh kéuih béi chín kéuihyî kàuh kéuih béi chín kéuihyî kàuh kéuih béi chín kéuihyî kàuh kéuih béi chín kéuih    
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3. He won’t treat  me a meal  (he doesn’t want) 

(he not invite me eat rice) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬h chéng ngóh sihkkéuih ¬h chéng ngóh sihkkéuih ¬h chéng ngóh sihkkéuih ¬h chéng ngóh sihk----faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    
 

4. He didn’t treat me a meal (just he hasn’t done that) 

(he not have invite me eat rice) 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

kéuih ¬h chéng ngóh sihkkéuih ¬h chéng ngóh sihkkéuih ¬h chéng ngóh sihkkéuih ¬h chéng ngóh sihk----faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    
 

5. I don’t want him to come 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh ¬h séung kéuih làihngóh ¬h séung kéuih làihngóh ¬h séung kéuih làihngóh ¬h séung kéuih làih    
 

6. I asked him not to come 

¬h hóu __________________¬h hóu __________________¬h hóu __________________¬h hóu ______________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh giu kéuih ¬hngóh giu kéuih ¬hngóh giu kéuih ¬hngóh giu kéuih ¬h----hóu làihhóu làihhóu làihhóu làih    

    

7. I didn’t ask him to come 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh móuh giu kéuih làihngóh móuh giu kéuih làihngóh móuh giu kéuih làihngóh móuh giu kéuih làih    
 

 

 

45. I have some friends who live in Hong Kong 

1111stststst verb: yáuh verb: yáuh verb: yáuh verb: yáuh    

The pivotal predicate talks about what or how the object of the 1st 

predicate. The negative sentences use “móuh” instead. 

. 

1. I have some friends who live  in Hong Kong 

ngóh  yáuh  ngóh  yáuh  ngóh  yáuh  ngóh  yáuh  dî pàhng yáuhdî pàhng yáuhdî pàhng yáuhdî pàhng yáuh  jyuh hái  Hêung Góng  jyuh hái  Hêung Góng  jyuh hái  Hêung Góng  jyuh hái  Hêung Góng    
   I      have    some   friends       live   in       Hong   Kong 
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2. I don’t have any friends who can /sîk/ speak Cantonese 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh móuh pàhngngóh móuh pàhngngóh móuh pàhngngóh móuh pàhng----yáuh sîk góng Gwóngyáuh sîk góng Gwóngyáuh sîk góng Gwóngyáuh sîk góng Gwóng----DûngDûngDûngDûng----WáWáWáWá    
 

3. I have a dress which is very beautiful  

ngóh  yáuh  yât tìuh kwàhn   hóu hóu táingóh  yáuh  yât tìuh kwàhn   hóu hóu táingóh  yáuh  yât tìuh kwàhn   hóu hóu táingóh  yáuh  yât tìuh kwàhn   hóu hóu tái    
 I        have     1   MW    dress      very good look 

 

4. I have an overcoat  which is blue 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh yáuh yâtngóh yáuh yâtngóh yáuh yâtngóh yáuh yât----gihn ngoihgihn ngoihgihn ngoihgihn ngoih----tou haih làahmtou haih làahmtou haih làahmtou haih làahm----sîk gesîk gesîk gesîk ge    

    

5. I don’t have any friends who lives in Hong Kong 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

ngóh móuh pàhngngóh móuh pàhngngóh móuh pàhngngóh móuh pàhng----yáuh jyuhyáuh jyuhyáuh jyuhyáuh jyuh----háiháiháihái Hêung Hêung Hêung Hêung----GóngGóngGóngGóng    
 

 

 

46. It’s him who helps me 

1111stststst verb: haih verb: haih verb: haih verb: haih    

When the first predicate is the verb: “haih”, the pivotal predicate 

is an explanatory verb. 
 

1. It’s him who helps me 

haihhaihhaihhaih  kéuih  bông  ngóh  kéuih  bông  ngóh  kéuih  bông  ngóh  kéuih  bông  ngóh    
 be      he        help      me 

 

2. It’s him who steal  the money 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

haih kéuih tâu dîhaih kéuih tâu dîhaih kéuih tâu dîhaih kéuih tâu dî----chín gechín gechín gechín ge    
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3. It’s Mary who told  Peter. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

haih Mary tùhng Peter góng ge / haih Mary góng béi Peter haih Mary tùhng Peter góng ge / haih Mary góng béi Peter haih Mary tùhng Peter góng ge / haih Mary góng béi Peter haih Mary tùhng Peter góng ge / haih Mary góng béi Peter 

têng(jî) / haih Mary wah béi Peter têng(jî)têng(jî) / haih Mary wah béi Peter têng(jî)têng(jî) / haih Mary wah béi Peter têng(jî)têng(jî) / haih Mary wah béi Peter têng(jî)    
 

4. It’s you who make  the mistake  

gáau cho_____________________________________gáau cho_____________________________________gáau cho_____________________________________gáau cho_____________________________________    
make  mistake 

haih néih gaauhaih néih gaauhaih néih gaauhaih néih gaau----chochochocho    

    

5. It is not him who helps me this time 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    

¬h¬h¬h¬h----haih kéuih bông ngóhhaih kéuih bông ngóhhaih kéuih bông ngóhhaih kéuih bông ngóh    
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Part IV   Others 

Unit 14  Reference: Elements of a sentence 

There are 6 elements in a sentences: 

 

1.  Subject 
The subject in a Cantonese sentence is the topic talked about. 

 

2.  Predicate 
The predicate tells what is said about the subject 

 

3.  Object 
The sentence element that is governed by a verb and denotes a 

person, thing or place that receives the actions of verb is called an 

object. 

An object is usually placed after a verb. 
 

4.  Attribute 
The sentence element that modifies a noun or nominal phrase and 

expresses the quality, state, quantity or category of the person or 

thing modified is called an attribute. 
 

5.  Adverbial 
The sentence element that modifies a verb or an adjective by 

expressing its time, place, manner, scope, quality, state or degree 

is called an adverbial. 
 

6.  Complement 
Complement is a supplementary or explanatory element, which is 

attached to a verb or an adjective. 

It indicates how the action is going on, what its result is, how 

many times or how long it is done, or what degree or extent a 

quality or state of things reaches. 
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Unit 15 Glossary – English to Cantonese 

 

 

Admiralty Gâm JûngGâm JûngGâm JûngGâm Jûng    

air hûng heihûng heihûng heihûng hei    

all só yáuh, chyùhn só yáuh, chyùhn só yáuh, chyùhn só yáuh, chyùhn 

bouhbouhbouhbouh    

already yíh gîngyíh gîngyíh gîngyíh gîng    

always sìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yahtsìhng yaht    

am haihhaihhaihhaih    

another lihng ngoih yât MWlihng ngoih yât MWlihng ngoih yât MWlihng ngoih yât MW    

apple pìhng gwópìhng gwópìhng gwópìhng gwó    

arrive doudoudoudou    

as similar: hóu chíhsimilar: hóu chíhsimilar: hóu chíhsimilar: hóu chíh    

ask mahnmahnmahnmahn    

at háiháiháihái    

attend attend a class etc: attend a class etc: attend a class etc: attend a class etc: 

séuhngséuhngséuhngséuhng    

away to leave: lèih hôito leave: lèih hôito leave: lèih hôito leave: lèih hôi    

baby bìh bîbìh bîbìh bîbìh bî    

back verb: fâan, noun: verb: fâan, noun: verb: fâan, noun: verb: fâan, noun: 

bui, behind: hauh bui, behind: hauh bui, behind: hauh bui, behind: hauh 

bihnbihnbihnbihn    

bad waaih, inferior: châwaaih, inferior: châwaaih, inferior: châwaaih, inferior: châ    

badminton yúh mòuh kàuhyúh mòuh kàuhyúh mòuh kàuhyúh mòuh kàuh    

bag dóidóidóidói    

be haihhaihhaihhaih    

beat dádádádá    

beautiful lenglenglengleng    

become bin sìhngbin sìhngbin sìhngbin sìhng    

beggar hât yîhât yîhât yîhât yî    

big daaihdaaihdaaihdaaih    

bite ngáauhngáauhngáauhngáauh    

blue làahm, làahm, làahm, làahm, làahm sîklàahm sîklàahm sîklàahm sîk    

book text books/books text books/books text books/books text books/books 

with content printed: with content printed: with content printed: with content printed: 

syû, blank books for syû, blank books for syû, blank books for syû, blank books for 

writing: bóu, verb: writing: bóu, verb: writing: bóu, verb: writing: bóu, verb: 

dehng, book dehng, book dehng, book dehng, book 

keeping: bouh geikeeping: bouh geikeeping: bouh geikeeping: bouh gei    

bookcase syû gwaihsyû gwaihsyû gwaihsyû gwaih    

bottle jêunjêunjêunjêun    

bread mihn bâaumihn bâaumihn bâaumihn bâau    

break to break: jíng waaih, to break: jíng waaih, to break: jíng waaih, to break: jíng waaih, 

jíng laahn, jíng laahn, jíng laahn, jíng laahn, 

functional: waaih, functional: waaih, functional: waaih, functional: waaih, 

physical damage: physical damage: physical damage: physical damage: 

laalaalaalaahn; break up hn; break up hn; break up hn; break up ----    

disassemble: chaakdisassemble: chaakdisassemble: chaakdisassemble: chaak    
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brother elder brother: gòh elder brother: gòh elder brother: gòh elder brother: gòh 

gô, áh gô, younger gô, áh gô, younger gô, áh gô, younger gô, áh gô, younger 

brother: sai lóu. hîng brother: sai lóu. hîng brother: sai lóu. hîng brother: sai lóu. hîng 

daihdaihdaihdaih    

bus bâ síbâ síbâ síbâ sí    

business sâang yisâang yisâang yisâang yi    

but daahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haihdaahn haih    

buy máaihmáaihmáaihmáaih    

by sign of passive: béisign of passive: béisign of passive: béisign of passive: béi    

cake daahn gôudaahn gôudaahn gôudaahn gôu    

calculation gai sougai sougai sougai sou    

can capable of doing sth: capable of doing sth: capable of doing sth: capable of doing sth: 

ssssîk, permitted to: hó îk, permitted to: hó îk, permitted to: hó îk, permitted to: hó 

yíhyíhyíhyíh    

Canada Gâ Nàh DaaihGâ Nàh DaaihGâ Nàh DaaihGâ Nàh Daaih    

Cantonese Gwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng WáGwóng Dûng Wá    

car chêchêchêchê    

careful síu sâmsíu sâmsíu sâmsíu sâm    

carry nîngnîngnîngnîng    

Central Jûng WàahnJûng WàahnJûng WàahnJûng Wàahn    

chair dangdangdangdang    

change góigóigóigói    

character jihjihjihjih    

charity 

organization 

chìhchìhchìhchìh----sihn tyùhnsihn tyùhnsihn tyùhnsihn tyùhn----táitáitáitái    

chat kîng gáikîng gáikîng gáikîng gái    

child sai mân jáisai mân jáisai mân jáisai mân jái    

Chinese stystystystyle: jûng sîk, le: jûng sîk, le: jûng sîk, le: jûng sîk, 

language: jûng mán, language: jûng mán, language: jûng mán, language: jûng mán, 

people: jûng gwok people: jûng gwok people: jûng gwok people: jûng gwok 

yàhnyàhnyàhnyàhn    

circle yùhn yìhngyùhn yìhngyùhn yìhngyùhn yìhng    

class bâan (no M)bâan (no M)bâan (no M)bâan (no M)    

classmate tùhng hohktùhng hohktùhng hohktùhng hohk    

classroom bâan fóngbâan fóngbâan fóngbâan fóng    

clothes sâamsâamsâamsâam    

clothing sâamsâamsâamsâam    

cockroach gaaht jáatgaaht jáatgaaht jáatgaaht jáat    

coke hó lohkhó lohkhó lohkhó lohk    

colleague tùhng sihtùhng sihtùhng sihtùhng sih    

color sîksîksîksîk    

come làihlàihlàihlàih    

community gûng yîk gâm, gûng yîk gâm, gûng yîk gâm, gûng yîk gâm, 

community chest: community chest: community chest: community chest: 

gûng yîk gâmgûng yîk gâmgûng yîk gâmgûng yîk gâm    

company gûng sîgûng sîgûng sîgûng sî    

computer dihn nóuhdihn nóuhdihn nóuhdihn nóuh    

concert yín cheung wúiyín cheung wúiyín cheung wúiyín cheung wúi    

cook jyú, jyún faahn, a jyú, jyún faahn, a jyú, jyún faahn, a jyú, jyún faahn, a 

cook: chyùh sîcook: chyùh sîcook: chyùh sîcook: chyùh sî    

cough kâtkâtkâtkât    

daddy dê dìhdê dìhdê dìhdê dìh    
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dark hâakhâakhâakhâak    

daughter néuinéuinéuinéui    

deduct gáamgáamgáamgáam    

dentist ngàh yîngàh yîngàh yîngàh yî    

diagram tòuhtòuhtòuhtòuh    

dinner máahn fmáahn fmáahn fmáahn faahnaahnaahnaahn    

do jouhjouhjouhjouh    

dog gáugáugáugáu    

dollar mânmânmânmân    

don’t ¬h¬h¬h¬h    

donate gyûngyûngyûngyûn    

draw waahk, draw money: waahk, draw money: waahk, draw money: waahk, draw money: 

tàih chíntàih chíntàih chíntàih chín    

dress noun: kwàhn, verb: noun: kwàhn, verb: noun: kwàhn, verb: noun: kwàhn, verb: 

jeukjeukjeukjeuk    

drink yámyámyámyám    

drive drive car: jâ chêdrive car: jâ chêdrive car: jâ chêdrive car: jâ chê    

eat sihksihksihksihk    

England Yîng GwokYîng GwokYîng GwokYîng Gwok    

English people: Yîng Gwok people: Yîng Gwok people: Yîng Gwok people: Yîng Gwok 

yàhn, language: yàhn, language: yàhn, language: yàhn, language: 

Yîng MánYîng MánYîng MánYîng Mán    

every múih, whmúih, whmúih, whmúih, whenever enever enever enever 

every: fùhngevery: fùhngevery: fùhngevery: fùhng    

expensive gwaigwaigwaigwai    

extremely fêi sèuhng jîfêi sèuhng jîfêi sèuhng jîfêi sèuhng jî    

fall ditditditdit    

fast faaifaaifaaifaai    

fat fèihfèihfèihfèih    

father bàh bâ / dê dìhbàh bâ / dê dìhbàh bâ / dê dìhbàh bâ / dê dìh    

fight dá gâaudá gâaudá gâaudá gâau    

finished jouh yùhnjouh yùhnjouh yùhnjouh yùhn    

five çghçghçghçgh    

floor ground: deih há, ground: deih há, ground: deih há, ground: deih há, 

level: láulevel: láulevel: láulevel: láu    

flower fâfâfâfâ    

fly verb: fêi, insect: wû verb: fêi, insect: wû verb: fêi, insect: wû verb: fêi, insect: wû 

yîngyîngyîngyîng    

food yéh sihkyéh sihkyéh sihkyéh sihk    

foreigner ngoih gwok yàhnngoih gwok yàhnngoih gwok yàhnngoih gwok yàhn    

forever wíhng yúhnwíhng yúhnwíhng yúhnwíhng yúhn    

forget ¬h gei dâk¬h gei dâk¬h gei dâk¬h gei dâk    

frame false evidence false evidence false evidence false evidence 

against sb.: hahm against sb.: hahm against sb.: hahm against sb.: hahm 

hoih, border: hoih, border: hoih, border: hoih, border: 

kwâangkwâangkwâangkwâang    

French people: Faat Gwok people: Faat Gwok people: Faat Gwok people: Faat Gwok 

yàhn, language: Faat yàhn, language: Faat yàhn, language: Faat yàhn, language: Faat 

MánMánMánMán    

French fries syùh tíusyùh tíusyùh tíusyùh tíu    

Friday láih baai ±hláih baai ±hláih baai ±hláih baai ±h    

friend pàhng yáuhpàhng yáuhpàhng yáuhpàhng yáuh    
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gamble dóu chíndóu chíndóu chíndóu chín    

get ló, nîngló, nîngló, nîngló, nîng    

give béi, give back the béi, give back the béi, give back the béi, give back the 

change: jáauchange: jáauchange: jáauchange: jáau    

go heui, go out: chêut heui, go out: chêut heui, go out: chêut heui, go out: chêut 

heuiheuiheuiheui    

good hóu, good value: dáihóu, good value: dáihóu, good value: dáihóu, good value: dái    

graduate bât yihpbât yihpbât yihpbât yihp    

greedy tâam sâmtâam sâmtâam sâmtâam sâm    

half bunbunbunbun    

hand sáusáusáusáu    

handbag sáu dóisáu dóisáu dóisáu dói    

happy hôi sâmhôi sâmhôi sâmhôi sâm    

hardworking kàhn lihkkàhn lihkkàhn lihkkàhn lihk    

have yáuh, have to: yiu, yáuh, have to: yiu, yáuh, have to: yiu, yáuh, have to: yiu, 

have a mealhave a mealhave a mealhave a meal: sihk : sihk : sihk : sihk 

faahnfaahnfaahnfaahn    

he kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

health gihn hông, body: sân gihn hông, body: sân gihn hông, body: sân gihn hông, body: sân 

táitáitáitái    

heart sâmsâmsâmsâm    

heavy chúhngchúhngchúhngchúhng    

help bôngbôngbôngbông    

her kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

here nî douhnî douhnî douhnî douh    

him kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

hit dá, bump: johngdá, bump: johngdá, bump: johngdá, bump: johng    

holiday ga, ga kèih, on ga, ga kèih, on ga, ga kèih, on ga, ga kèih, on 

holiday: fong gaholiday: fong gaholiday: fong gaholiday: fong ga    

home ûk kéiûk kéiûk kéiûk kéi    

homework gûng fogûng fogûng fogûng fo    

Hong Kong Hêung GóngHêung GóngHêung GóngHêung Góng    

hospital yîyîyîyî yûn yûn yûn yûn    

I ngóhngóhngóhngóh    

ice bîngbîngbîngbîng    

ice-cream syut gôusyut gôusyut gôusyut gôu    

in at: hái, enter: yahpat: hái, enter: yahpat: hái, enter: yahpat: hái, enter: yahp    

inch chyunchyunchyunchyun    

inches chyunchyunchyunchyun    

into yahp heuiyahp heuiyahp heuiyahp heui    

it kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

juice jâpjâpjâpjâp    

just just before: âam just before: âam just before: âam just before: âam 

âmm / jing wah, just âmm / jing wah, just âmm / jing wah, just âmm / jing wah, just 

only: jihng haihonly: jihng haihonly: jihng haihonly: jihng haih    

kitchen chyùh fóngchyùh fóngchyùh fóngchyùh fóng    

know jî doujî doujî doujî dou    

last previous: seuhng, previous: seuhng, previous: seuhng, previous: seuhng, 

the endthe endthe endthe end: jeui méih: jeui méih: jeui méih: jeui méih    

late chìhchìhchìhchìh    

lawless and 

godless 

mòuhmòuhmòuhmòuh----faat mòuhfaat mòuhfaat mòuhfaat mòuh----tîntîntîntîn    
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lawyer leuht sîleuht sîleuht sîleuht sî    

lazy láahnláahnláahnláahn    

leave jáu, lèih hôijáu, lèih hôijáu, lèih hôijáu, lèih hôi    

left left side: jó bihn, left side: jó bihn, left side: jó bihn, left side: jó bihn, 

verb: lèih hôi / jáuverb: lèih hôi / jáuverb: lèih hôi / jáuverb: lèih hôi / jáu    

lesson tòhngtòhngtòhngtòhng    

lessons tòhng (no M)tòhng (no M)tòhng (no M)tòhng (no M)    

letter seun (M: fûng)seun (M: fûng)seun (M: fûng)seun (M: fûng)    

lie false saying: daaih false saying: daaih false saying: daaih false saying: daaih 

wahwahwahwah    

like jûjûjûjûng ying ying ying yi    

little hóu síu, a little bit: hóu síu, a little bit: hóu síu, a little bit: hóu síu, a little bit: 

síu síusíu síusíu síusíu síu    

live jyuhjyuhjyuhjyuh    

long chèuhngchèuhngchèuhngchèuhng    

look mohngmohngmohngmohng    

lots dôdôdôdô    

loud daaih sêngdaaih sêngdaaih sêngdaaih sêng    

machine gêi heigêi heigêi heigêi hei    

magician mô seuht sîmô seuht sîmô seuht sîmô seuht sî    

mainland daaih luhkdaaih luhkdaaih luhkdaaih luhk    

make jíng, jouh (different jíng, jouh (different jíng, jouh (different jíng, jouh (different 

usage), in a slang usage), in a slang usage), in a slang usage), in a slang 

way: gáauway: gáauway: gáauway: gáau    

make up a lady make up: fa a lady make up: fa a lady make up: fa a lady make up: fa 

jônjônjônjôngggg    

many dôdôdôdô    

matter sih (M: gihn)sih (M: gihn)sih (M: gihn)sih (M: gihn)    

me ngóhngóhngóhngóh    

meal châanchâanchâanchâan    

minutes meeting minutes: meeting minutes: meeting minutes: meeting minutes: 

wuihwuihwuihwuih----yíh geiyíh geiyíh geiyíh gei----luhk, luhk, luhk, luhk, 

time: fân (jûng)time: fân (jûng)time: fân (jûng)time: fân (jûng)    

mistake chochochocho    

Monday láih baai yât, sîng láih baai yât, sîng láih baai yât, sîng láih baai yât, sîng 

kèih yâtkèih yâtkèih yâtkèih yât    

money chínchínchínchín    

month yuht, this month: nî yuht, this month: nî yuht, this month: nî yuht, this month: nî 

go yuht, last month: go yuht, last month: go yuht, last month: go yuht, last month: 

seuhng go yuht, next seuhng go yuht, next seuhng go yuht, next seuhng go yuht, next 

month: hmonth: hmonth: hmonth: hah go yuhtah go yuhtah go yuhtah go yuht    

more dô dîdô dîdô dîdô dî    

most jeuijeuijeuijeui    

mother mâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìhmâ mìh    

movie hei, movie star: hei, movie star: hei, movie star: hei, movie star: 

mìhng sîngmìhng sîngmìhng sîngmìhng sîng    

much hóu dôhóu dôhóu dôhóu dô    

my ngóh gengóh gengóh gengóh ge    

need yiu, no need: ¬h sáiyiu, no need: ¬h sáiyiu, no need: ¬h sáiyiu, no need: ¬h sái    

never chùhng lòih ¬hchùhng lòih ¬hchùhng lòih ¬hchùhng lòih ¬h    

newspaper bou jíbou jíbou jíbou jí    

next gaak lèihgaak lèihgaak lèihgaak lèih    

nice  personality: hóu,  personality: hóu,  personality: hóu,  personality: hóu, 
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hóu yàhn, look nice: hóu yàhn, look nice: hóu yàhn, look nice: hóu yàhn, look nice: 

lenglenglengleng    

no not have:not have:not have:not have: móuh,  móuh,  móuh,  móuh, 

don’t: ¬h, isn’t ¬h / don’t: ¬h, isn’t ¬h / don’t: ¬h, isn’t ¬h / don’t: ¬h, isn’t ¬h / 

¬h haih¬h haih¬h haih¬h haih    

not don’t: ¬h, be not: don’t: ¬h, be not: don’t: ¬h, be not: don’t: ¬h, be not: 

¬h, not yet: meih, ¬h, not yet: meih, ¬h, not yet: meih, ¬h, not yet: meih, 

don’t have: móuhdon’t have: móuhdon’t have: móuhdon’t have: móuh    

now yìh gâyìh gâyìh gâyìh gâ    

o’clock dímdímdímdím    

office baahn gûng sât, sé baahn gûng sât, sé baahn gûng sât, sé baahn gûng sât, sé 

jih làuh, company: jih làuh, company: jih làuh, company: jih làuh, company: 

gûng sîgûng sîgûng sîgûng sî    

old old things: gauh, old things: gauh, old things: gauh, old things: gauh, 

age: lóuhage: lóuhage: lóuhage: lóuh    

one yâtyâtyâtyât    

only jihngjihngjihngjihng----haihhaihhaihhaih    

or dihng, waahk jédihng, waahk jédihng, waahk jédihng, waahk jé    

orange fruit: cháang, colour: fruit: cháang, colour: fruit: cháang, colour: fruit: cháang, colour: 

cháang sîk, orange cháang sîk, orange cháang sîk, orange cháang sîk, orange 

juice: cháang jâpjuice: cháang jâpjuice: cháang jâpjuice: cháang jâp    

other kèih tâkèih tâkèih tâkèih tâ    

out chêut, out of order, chêut, out of order, chêut, out of order, chêut, out of order, 

waaihwaaihwaaihwaaih    

overcoat ngoih toungoih toungoih toungoih tou    

paper jíjíjíjí    

pen bât, pencil case: bât bât, pencil case: bât bât, pencil case: bât bât, pencil case: bât 

person yàhn, yányàhn, yányàhn, yányàhn, yán    

piano gong kàhmgong kàhmgong kàhmgong kàhm    

place(verb) jâijâijâijâi    

places seat: wáiseat: wáiseat: wáiseat: wái    

play wáan,wáan,wáan,wáan, playing tricks:  playing tricks:  playing tricks:  playing tricks: 

jíng gújíng gújíng gújíng gú    

playground gûng yúngûng yúngûng yúngûng yún    

please ¬h gôi¬h gôi¬h gôi¬h gôi    

plus gâgâgâgâ    

police gíng chaat, police gíng chaat, police gíng chaat, police gíng chaat, police 

station: châai gúnstation: châai gúnstation: châai gúnstation: châai gún    

poor inferior: châ, no inferior: châ, no inferior: châ, no inferior: châ, no 

money: kùhngmoney: kùhngmoney: kùhngmoney: kùhng    

post geigeigeigei    

pound bohngbohngbohngbohng    

pour jâmjâmjâmjâm    

practice lihn jaahplihn jaahplihn jaahplihn jaahp    

pretty lenglenglengleng    

problems mahn tàihmahn tàihmahn tàihmahn tàih    

purse ngàhn bâangàhn bâangàhn bâangàhn bâauuuu    

put take: nîng, ló, place: take: nîng, ló, place: take: nîng, ló, place: take: nîng, ló, place: 

fongfongfongfong    

put on 

(shocks, 

shoes etc) 

jeukjeukjeukjeuk    
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question mahn tàihmahn tàihmahn tàihmahn tàih    

quick faaifaaifaaifaai    

quite géigéigéigéi    

rain verb: lohk yúh, verb: lohk yúh, verb: lohk yúh, verb: lohk yúh, 

noun: yúhnoun: yúhnoun: yúhnoun: yúh    

read táitáitáitái    

really jân haihjân haihjân haihjân haih    

red hùhng sîkhùhng sîkhùhng sîkhùhng sîk    

red wine hùhng jáuhùhng jáuhùhng jáuhùhng jáu    

remember gei, gei dâkgei, gei dâkgei, gei dâkgei, gei dâk    

rice cooked rice: faahn, cooked rice: faahn, cooked rice: faahn, cooked rice: faahn, 

ununununcooked rice: máihcooked rice: máihcooked rice: máihcooked rice: máih    

rich yáuh chínyáuh chínyáuh chínyáuh chín    

right opposite to left: opposite to left: opposite to left: opposite to left: 

yauh, correct: âamyauh, correct: âamyauh, correct: âamyauh, correct: âam    

ring gaai jígaai jígaai jígaai jí    

robber cháakcháakcháakcháak    

robbers cháakcháakcháakcháak    

room fóngfóngfóngfóng    

say wah, góngwah, góngwah, góngwah, góng    

school hohk haauh, school hohk haauh, school hohk haauh, school hohk haauh, school 

bag: syû bâau, bag: syû bâau, bag: syû bâau, bag: syû bâau, 

primary school: síu primary school: síu primary school: síu primary school: síu 

hohk, secondary hohk, secondary hohk, secondary hohk, secondary 

school: jûng hohkschool: jûng hohkschool: jûng hohkschool: jûng hohk    

scold laauhlaauhlaauhlaauh    

seldom hóu síuhóu síuhóu síuhóu síu    

send sungsungsungsung    

she kéuihkéuihkéuihkéuih    

shoes hàaihhàaihhàaihhàaih    

short in height: aí, in in height: aí, in in height: aí, in in height: aí, in 

length: dyúnlength: dyúnlength: dyúnlength: dyún    

should yîng gôiyîng gôiyîng gôiyîng gôi    

side view jâk mihnjâk mihnjâk mihnjâk mihn    

sister jí muih, elder sister: jí muih, elder sister: jí muih, elder sister: jí muih, elder sister: 

gâ jê, jèh jê, younger gâ jê, jèh jê, younger gâ jê, jèh jê, younger gâ jê, jèh jê, younger 

sister: sai múisister: sai múisister: sai múisister: sai múi    

sitting room haak tênghaak tênghaak tênghaak têng    

slow maahnmaahnmaahnmaahn    

small sai, small changesai, small changesai, small changesai, small change: : : : 

sáan jísáan jísáan jísáan jí    

so gamgamgamgam    

some yât dîyât dîyât dîyât dî    

someone yáuh yàhnyáuh yàhnyáuh yàhnyáuh yàhn    

sometimes yáuh sìhyáuh sìhyáuh sìhyáuh sìh    

son jáijáijáijái    

sorry ¬h¬h¬h¬h----hóu yihóu yihóu yihóu yi----sisisisi    

sound sêngsêngsêngsêng    

speak gónggónggónggóng    

spend spend: sái, use: spend: sái, use: spend: sái, use: spend: sái, use: 

yuhngyuhngyuhngyuhng    

star sîngsîngsîngsîng    
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start hôi chíhôi chíhôi chíhôi chí    

station jaahmjaahmjaahmjaahm    

steal tâutâutâutâu    

stern okokokok    

stir-fry cháaucháaucháaucháau    

stop tìhngtìhngtìhngtìhng    

student hohkhohkhohkhohk sâang sâang sâang sâang    

studies duhk syûduhk syûduhk syûduhk syû    

study wân syûwân syûwân syûwân syû    

stuff yéhyéhyéhyéh    

stupid chéunchéunchéunchéun    

summer hah tîn, summer hah tîn, summer hah tîn, summer hah tîn, summer 

holiday: syú gaholiday: syú gaholiday: syú gaholiday: syú ga    

suspect yìh fáanyìh fáanyìh fáanyìh fáan    

swim yàuh séuiyàuh séuiyàuh séuiyàuh séui    

table tóitóitóitói    

take carry: ló, transport: carry: ló, transport: carry: ló, transport: carry: ló, transport: 

daapdaapdaapdaap    

tall gôugôugôugôu    

tea chàhchàhchàhchàh    

teach gaaugaaugaaugaau    

teacher sîn sâang, lóuh sîsîn sâang, lóuh sîsîn sâang, lóuh sîsîn sâang, lóuh sî    

tell gónggónggónggóng    

ten sahp, ten thousand: sahp, ten thousand: sahp, ten thousand: sahp, ten thousand: 

maahnmaahnmaahnmaahn    

tennis móhng kàuhmóhng kàuhmóhng kàuhmóhng kàuh    

that gó + MWgó + MWgó + MWgó + MW    

the MWMWMWMW    

there gó douhgó douhgó douhgó douh    

these nî dînî dînî dînî dî    

they kéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deihkéuih deih    

thin sausausausau    

thing yéhyéhyéhyéh    

this nî + MWnî + MWnî + MWnî + MW    

those gó dîgó dîgó dîgó dî    

three sâamsâamsâamsâam    

throw pâau, dám, throw pâau, dám, throw pâau, dám, throw pâau, dám, throw 

away : dámaway : dámaway : dámaway : dám    

thrust insert: chaap, push: insert: chaap, push: insert: chaap, push: insert: chaap, push: 

têuitêuitêuitêui    

ticket fêifêifêifêi    

tie verb: bóng, noun: verb: bóng, noun: verb: bóng, noun: verb: bóng, noun: 

tâaitâaitâaitâai    

time sìh gaan, freq.: chisìh gaan, freq.: chisìh gaan, freq.: chisìh gaan, freq.: chi    

to heuiheuiheuiheui    

too taaitaaitaaitaai    

toy wuhn geuihwuhn geuihwuhn geuihwuhn geuih    

translate yihk / fâan yihkyihk / fâan yihkyihk / fâan yihkyihk / fâan yihk    

travel léuih hàhngléuih hàhngléuih hàhngléuih hàhng    

treat pay for sb: chéng, pay for sb: chéng, pay for sb: chéng, pay for sb: chéng, 

the way to treat sb: the way to treat sb: the way to treat sb: the way to treat sb: 

deuideuideuideui    
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Tsim Sha 

Tsui 

Jîm Sâ JéuiJîm Sâ JéuiJîm Sâ JéuiJîm Sâ Jéui    

TV dihn sihdihn sihdihn sihdihn sih    

two yihyihyihyih    

understand mìhngmìhngmìhngmìhng    

up héihéihéihéi    

USA Méih GwokMéih GwokMéih GwokMéih Gwok    

use yuhngyuhngyuhngyuhng    

usually tûng sèuhngtûng sèuhngtûng sèuhngtûng sèuhng    

vase fâ jêunfâ jêunfâ jêunfâ jêun    

very hóuhóuhóuhóu    

violin síu tàih kàhmsíu tàih kàhmsíu tàih kàhmsíu tàih kàhm    

visit friends: taam, friends: taam, friends: taam, friends: taam, 

museums: châam museums: châam museums: châam museums: châam 

gûn, a president visit gûn, a president visit gûn, a president visit gûn, a president visit 

another country: another country: another country: another country: 

fóng mahnfóng mahnfóng mahnfóng mahn    

wait dángdángdángdáng    

wallet ngàhn bâaungàhn bâaungàhn bâaungàhn bâau    

want séungséungséungséung    

wardrobe yî gwaihyî gwaihyî gwaihyî gwaih    

warned(critic

ize) 

wahwahwahwah    

wash sáisáisáisái    

watch verb: tái, noun: sáu verb: tái, noun: sáu verb: tái, noun: sáu verb: tái, noun: sáu 

bîu (M: jek)bîu (M: jek)bîu (M: jek)bîu (M: jek)    

water séuiséuiséuiséui    

we ngóh deihngóh deihngóh deihngóh deih    

well noun: jéng, adv.: noun: jéng, adv.: noun: jéng, adv.: noun: jéng, adv.: 

hóu, …em…: gámhóu, …em…: gámhóu, …em…: gámhóu, …em…: gám    

which bîn MWbîn MWbîn MWbîn MW    

who bîn go?bîn go?bîn go?bîn go?    

will wúihwúihwúihwúih    

win  yèhng yèhng yèhng yèhng    

wind fûngfûngfûngfûng    

window chêungchêungchêungchêung    

wine jáujáujáujáu    

winter dûng tîndûng tîndûng tîndûng tîn    

with tùhngtùhngtùhngtùhng    

work  b b b back to work: fâan ack to work: fâan ack to work: fâan ack to work: fâan 

gûng, do: jouhgûng, do: jouhgûng, do: jouhgûng, do: jouh    

write sésésésé    

wrong chochochocho    

year nìhn, this year, gâm nìhn, this year, gâm nìhn, this year, gâm nìhn, this year, gâm 

nín, last year: gauh nín, last year: gauh nín, last year: gauh nín, last year: gauh 

nín, seuhng nín, next nín, seuhng nín, next nín, seuhng nín, next nín, seuhng nín, next 

year: chêut nín, year: chêut nín, year: chêut nín, year: chêut nín, 

years old: seuiyears old: seuiyears old: seuiyears old: seui    

yet (juhng) meih(juhng) meih(juhng) meih(juhng) meih    

you singular: néih, singular: néih, singular: néih, singular: néih, 

plural: néih deihplural: néih deihplural: néih deihplural: néih deih    

your singular: néih ge, singular: néih ge, singular: néih ge, singular: néih ge, 

plural: néih deihplural: néih deihplural: néih deihplural: néih deih ge ge ge ge    
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