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Part A: Meeting People

| Unit 1 Useful Expressions I

1. Greetings
1)  Good morning
jéu sihn

early — morning

(Hong Kong people just greet once a day in the morning, they won’t say “good

afternoon” or “good evening” except for TV presenters or telephone operators)

2) Hi/ Hey / Hello
(just say either one, they are English)
(Casual greeting words)
(Generally speaking, Hong Kong people won’t greet their friends “How are you?

néih héu ma?” as English or Mandarin speakers do.)

3)  Nice to meet you
néih hdu
you good
(Also be a formal greeting word when you meet your friends on the streets or visit
your friends etc)
(It’s not a question like “How are you?”. Actually it means “I wish you well”, if
someone says “néih Adu’ to you, you must say exactly the same “néih hdu” to that

person.)

2. Goodbye
1) Goodbye
baai baai
2) see you
joi gin

again see
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see you then
dou sih gin

arrive  that time  see

Thanks and Replies
Thanks for help
mh goi

not should

Thanks for gift
do jeh
many  thanks

Thanks for appreciation or congratulations also use “do jeh”

Thank you very much

\ - . - .
mh géi saai / dojeh saai
thanks completely thanks  completely

You are welcome, it’s nothing
thhsii /mhsdi haak hei/hhhbu haak hei
no need no need polite /  don’t be polite

(in casual situation, people just say “zh s1”)

Requests and Replies

Please ...

thh goi ...

(both “thanks for help” and “please” pronounced as “h gor”)

Excuse me, please make way for me
mhgdi (je  je)
please borrow  borrow
(here means “borrow” way from others, but very often, it is skipped)
(when Cantonese repeat a verb, like” je j&’, means the action last for a short while

only)
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10)

May I use the telephone?
tmhgdi je go dihnwh

please borrow MW telephone

May I use the washroom?
mhgdi je go shi shu gdan

please  borrow MW wash hand room

Feel free to use it (make yourself at home)
chéuih bin la
casually PRT
(It is used to answer a request where someone wants to use something of yours e.g.

washroom, telephone or borrow something from you e.g. pen)

How about going to watch a movie?
. /. . V4 V4
heui thi hei héumhhbu a?
g0 watch movie good not good PRT

(for making a suggestion, say the suggestion first and then say “héu mh héu” at the end)

It’s fine!

V4 -
hou a
fine (good) PRT

(answer to a suggestion as above)

Can we change it to tomorrow?
gbi tingyaht dakmhdik a?

change tomorrow OK not OK  PRT?

It’s OK!

dak a

OK, can PRT

(answer to a request like “Can I ...?” as above)

No problem
mbuh mahn taih

not have problem
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11)

Okay
(nowadays, it’s so common that even though who don’t know English would say
“Okay”, so just feel free to use it)

Apologies and Replies
Sorry
deui mh jyuh

(really sorry for a fault or mistake)

Very sorry
héu deui hh jyuh

very sorry

Excuse me
tmh héu yisi

not good meaning  (I'm impolite, I'm embarrassed)

1)Used in minor mistake eg if you are late for 5 minutes

but not 1 hour. However you can still say

“deui mh jyuh” and sounds more serious
2) Used in inconvenience caused by uncontrollable mistake

eg. you step on others’ feet carelessly

Again, you can say “deui thh jyuh” and sounds more serious
3) not your fault at all

eg a sale assistance tell you stock out, she will say it then

I’m sorry, I am late.
mh hbéu yisi, ngbh chih dou

sorry / late

Never mind, it doesn’t matter
th gin yiu

not important
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6. Blessings
1) Happy Birthday
saang yaht faai lohk
birthday happy
2) I wish you prosperity
ginghéi faat chodih
congratulate making  money
(only used at Chinese new year)
3) Merry Christmas
sing daan faai lohk
Christmas happy
4) Congratulations!
gling héi
7. Helping Others
1) Let me help you. (offer a help)
ngbh bong néih i
! help you PRT.
2) How about I give you a lift? Can I drive you?
ngbh ché mlaih néih 3
1 drive  together with you PRT.
3) You dropped something.
néih ditjé6 yéh a
you drop ed  things PRT.
8. Coins & Small Change
1) Do you have small change?
Do you have coins?
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yauh mbéuh  sdanji = a?

have not have small change ~ PRT?

I have no small change / I have small change
I have no coins. / Thave coins

mbuh  sfan j /  yAuh sian j

not have small change / have small change

Please include some coins in the change.

\ - Y4 - « 4 -
mh géi  jaau di seuian a
please  give back the change with some coins PRT

(to a cashier when you are paying)

Please include one-dollar coins in the change.

\ - (¥4 - - - -

mh go6i jaau di yatman a
please  give back the change  with some one -dollar ~ PRT

(to a cashier when you are paying)

Speaking Cantonese with others
Do you understand ?
néih mihng th mihng a?

you understand  not understand ~ PRT ?

I understand / I don’t understand
ngbh mihng/ ngbh thh mihng
/ understand / 7 not understand

You speak too fast
néih gbng dik taaifaai la
you  speak LP too  fast PRT.
(LP means “linking particle” which links the verb “speak” and the degree

complement “too fast” here)

Please speak slower
th géi gbng maahndi &

please speak slower PRT
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Please repeat it
mh goi gbngdd yatchi 3

please speak more one time  PRT

I can speak a little bit of Cantonese only.
ngbh sik gbng hbu stu Gwdng Diing Wi ja

1 know speak very little Cantonese PRT (only)
The particle” ja” here gives the intonation of “only”.

How do you say “Christmas” (in Cantonese)?
“Christmas” (Gwong Diing W4) dim gbng a?

“ Christmas * Cantonese how  say PRT?
What is the meaning of “jéu sahn”?

X4 Y 4 , -
“jou sahn” dim gaai a?

“good morning” how to explain PRT?

(when a Cantonese speaker uses vocabulary that you don’t know, you could use this

expression)

Others
Is that so?
haih me?

It’s crazy!

- Va
chisin ge! / gaau cho a!
mad PRT! / made mistake PRT/

I’m learning Cantonese
ngbh hohk gin Gwbng Diing W4

7 learn  ing Cantonese

What is the matter?

matyéh  sih a? / mé/ sih a?
what matter PRT?

jouh matyéh a? / jouh mé/ a?

do what PRT?
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wrweEw»w>e

> =

(mé,” is an abbreviated form of mat yéh)

Exercises & Answers
Requests and Replies - 1

May I use the wash room?

Feel free to use it
Thanks!

No need be so polite.
thh-gbi je go sai-shu-gdan yuhng hah a

chéuih-bin 13

thh-g6i

thh-séi (“thh s4i haak-hei” is a bit too formal here)

Requests and Replies - 2

How about we go to watch a movie this Sunday?

o

It’s fine. However I'm busy on Sunday, can we change it to Saturday?

@ xw >

w >

worweLo

It’s OK., no problem.

See you then
ni-go laih-baai-yaht heui t4i hei hbu thh hbu a?

hbu 3, daahn-haih ni-go 14ih-baai-yaht ngbh th dak-hdahn, gbi
14ih-baai-luhk dak-mh-dak a?

dak a, méuh mahn-taih

dou sth gin

Apologies and Replies - 1

I’'m sorry, 'm late

It doesn’t matter, no problem
thh-hbu yi-si, ngdh chih dou
thh gan-yiu, méuh mahn-tdih
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d) Apologies and Replies - 2

A:  Sir, excuse me, do you know where the MTR station is?
B: TI'msorry, I don’t know.

A: Never mind, it’s OK.

A: sin-saang, thh-g6i jT thh ji deih-tit jaahm héi bin-douh a?

B: th-hbu yi-si, ngbh mh jia

A: thh gén-yiu, hh-goi

e) Coins & Small Change

A: How much?

B: $3.6

A: Here’s twenty dollars, please include $1 coins in the change.
A: géichina?

B: saam-go-luhk

A: ni-douh yih-sahp man (yah man), th-gdi jaau df yat man a.
f) Speaking Cantonese with others

A:  Where do you live?

B: TI’'m sorry, you speak too fast, can you repeat it?

A:  Where do you live?

B: What’s the meaning of “jyuh”

A:  “jyuh” means /jik haih/ “live”

B: Oh, Isee, Ilive in Wanchai.

A: néih hi bin-douh jyuh ga?

B: mh-hbu yi-si, néih gbng dik taai faai la, hh-gbi gbng d6 yat-chi a.
A: néih hii bin-douh jyuh ga?

B: “jyuh” dim ghai a?

A:  “jyuh” jik-haih “live”

B:  6h, ngbh mihng la, ngdh jyuh h4i Waan-J4i
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. Introducti 9)  How long have you been in Hong Kong?
I—IUmt2 nirocuction néih 1dihj6 HeungGéng géinoih a?

Yyou come ed Hong Kong how long  PRT?
1. Introduci ng you rself “come” could be pronounced as “/ih” or “Ieih’

1) May I know your surname please?

gwai sing a? 10) I have been in Hong Kong for three years

, Ny 22 - , -
honourable surname ~ PRT ngoh laihjo  Heung Gong sdam nihn
(it’s a standard phrase used when asking someone’s surname) 7 come ed Hong Kong 3 years
2) My surname is Chan 11)  Where do you come from?
/. z- - \.
ngbh sing  Chdhn néih hii bindouh 1dih ga?
/ surnamed Chan you at where come PRT?
3) What is your name? 12) I come from the State
, ’- ’. \.
néih giu matyéh méng a? ngdh hai M¢éih Gwok laih ge
you  called what name PRT ! at USA  country  come PRT
4) My name is Peter. 13) Britain /  Canada / Australia
ngbh giu  Peter Ying Gwok / Ga Nih Daaih/ Ou Jau
7 called Peter British  country / Canada / Australia continent
5) Where do you live? 14)  What are your hobbies?
/. , - .
néih jyuh hii bindouh ga? n¢ih yauh matyéh sihou ga?
you live at where PRT 7? you have what hobbies PRT?

(“ga”could be replaced by “a”)
15) I like watching movies

6)  Ilive in Central ngbh jingyi tai hei
ng(’)h Jyuh hai Jing Waahn 1 like watch ~ movies
/ live at Central
16) listening to music / playing tennis
7)  Where do you work? téng yamngohk / d4 mbhng kiuh
néih hii bindouh faan ging ga 9 listen music /  beat net ball (tennis)
you at where back  work PRT?
17)  What is your job?
8) I work in Central néih jouh matyéh ga?
ngbh hai Jing Wiahn fian giing you do what PRT?
/ at Central back work
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18)

19)

I work in accounts/ design /with computers
ngbh jouh wuih gai / chit gai / dihn nduh  ge

/ do accounts / design /  computer PRT

I am a housewife
ngbh haih gitthng jyG fih

7 am family cooking women (housewite)

Family Members

This is my ...

ni go haih ngbdh (ge) ...

this  one s my...

(if the noun consists of more than one syllable, e.g. “ngdh taar tdar”, skip the “ge”,
otherwise, leave the “gé” e.g. “ngdh ge jar’

wife

taai taai
husband
sin saang
son

od e

jai
daughter
néui
father
bahba/ d&dih

mother
mah m3 / m3 mih

boy friend
ndahm pihng yauh
male friend
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9) girl friend

néuih pahng yAuh

female fiiend

3. Questions and Answers
1) Do you have any kids?

néih yAuh mbéuh saimanjii ga?

you have not have kids PRT?

2) I don’t have any kids.

ngbh mbuh sai man ji

7 not have kids

3) I have two sons and one daughter

ngbh yauh léuhnggo j4i, yitgo néui

7 have two MW sons, one MW  daughter

4) My son is 10

ngbhge jai sahp seui

my son 10 years old

4. [Exercises & Answers
a) Introducing yourself
A:  What is your name?
B: My name is Kelvin. And you?
A: My name is Raymond. Where do you come from?
B: Icome from Britain
A: How long have you been in HK?
B: One and half a years. How about you?
A: Three years. What is your job?
B: I work in accounts.
A:  Where do you work?
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I work in Central. What are your hobbies?

A: Tlike playing tennis.

A: néih giu mat-yéh méng a?

B: ngbh giu Kelvin, néih n&?

A: ngbh giu Raymond. néih hii bin-douh 13ih ga?

B: ngbh héi Ying-Gwok 13ih ge.

A: néih 13ih-j6 Héung-Gdng géi-noih a?

B: yat nihn bun, néih ng?

A:  sdam nihn, néih jouh mat-yéh ga?

B: ngbh jouh wuih gai ge.

A: néih hii bin-douh faan-giing ga?

B: ngbh héi Jing-Waahn faan-giing. néih yAuh mat-yéh si-hou ga?
A: ngbh jing-yi d4 mbhng-kiuh.

b) Questions and Answers

A: Do you have any kids?

B: Thave two sons and one daughter. How about you?
A: Tdon’t have any kids.

A: néih yAuh mbuh sai-man-j4i ga?

B: ngbh yAuh léuhng-go j4i, yat-go néuih. néih n&?

A: ngbh mbuh sai-man-jai ga

| Unit 3 Telephone I

Calling Someone
Hello
wai

(“whi” is used as “Hello” on the phone only, not for greeting)
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2) May I speak to Peter?
thh g6i Peter

please Peter

3) Yes, speaking
ngbh haih a

I am PRT

4) Please hold on.
mh goi  déng dang

please wait  wait

5) He is not here
kéuih thhai douh

he not at here

6) Any message?
yAiuhmbéuh matyéh gbngdii a?

have  not have what speak leave  PRT?
7) No, thanks. I’ll call again later
thsii la, ngbh chihdi joi dAliih 13

no need PRT, I later again dial come  PRT

2. Asking information
1) When will he come back?
kéuih géisth faanliih a?

he when come back PRT?

2) He will be back after 7:00
kéuih chat dim hauh  faan

he 7 o’clock after back

3) What is your telephone number?
néih dihnwi géi do houh a?

your phone how many(what)  number PRT?

Daily Cantonese Expressions
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4) My number is 22346688
ngbh dihn wA haih,

my phone be,
yih yih saam sei  luhk luhk baat baat
2 2 3 4 6 6 & 8

3. Wrong number
1) (No such person,) wrong number.
(mbuh nigo yihn) néih di cho 1la

(not have  this MW person,)  you dial  wrongly PRT

2) What number did you want?
néih di géido houh dihnwa a?

you dial how many(what) number phone PRT?

4. Exercises & Answers
a) Calling Someone - 1

A: May I speak to John?

B: Yes speaking.

A: thh-gdi a John a.

B: ngbh haih a.

b) Calling Someone - 2

A: May I speak to Mary?

B: Please hold on

A: Thanks!

A: thh-g6i Mary a.

B: mhh-goi dang ding

A: thh-goi

c) Calling Someone - 3

A: May I speak to Kelvin?

B: Heis not here. Any messages?
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No thanks!

thh-gdi Kelvin 3.

kéuih th hii douh, yAuh méuh mit-yéh gbng-dii a?
thh séi la, hh-goi.

Asking Information

May I speak to Kelvin?

He is not here.
When will he come back?
He will be back after 8:00.

Any message?

Please ask him to call me back.

I am called Peter.

My number is 23849355
OK, no problem
Thanks!

You are welcome

thh-gdi Kelvin 4.

kéuih th héi douh

kéuih géi-sih faan a?

baat dim hauh faan.

yAuh mbéuh mat-yéh gbng dai a?

thh-g6i giu kéuih d4 faan dihn-wA béi ngbh a
ngbh giu Peter

ngbh dihn-wé haih yih sdam baat sei ghu sdam figh figh
hdu &, mbuh mahn-taih

thh-goi

thh séi

Wrong number

May I speak to Kelvin?

Wrong number, (no such person)

I’'m sorry

It’s doesn’t matter
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thh-g6i Kelvin

d4 cho la, (mbuh ni-go yihn)
thh hdu yi-si

thh gén-yiu

| Unit 4 Business and Visits I

Introduction
This is ...

ni wai haih...
this one is...

Mr. Lee / MsLee /Mrs.Lee
Léih sdang / Léih stu jé / Léih taai

(Mr. is “sin saang’, but if say “Mr.” with the surname, they abbreviated it as “s3ang”’

only. Similarly, Mrs. is “taaf tfai’, if they say with the surname, they say “#dar”
only. )

Appointment
Where is your office?
néih glingsi hdi bindouh a?

your company at where PRT?

My office is in Central

ngbh gingsi hii Jing Waahn
my company at Central

I have an appointment with ...

ngbh yeuk jb ...

7 made an appointment ed (already) ...

Mr.Lee / Miss, MsLee /Mrs. Lee

Léih sdang/ Léihstujé /Léih tAai
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3. Visit
1) Please take a seat
chéng chbh /  chdh 13
please sit / sit PRT (it’s more casual)
2) Your office /home is very nice!
néih gingsi/fkké hbéu leng a
your company  home very beautiful (look nice) PRT
3) What do you want to drink?
yam di matyéh a?
drink MW what PRT?
4) Would you like a cup of coffee?
yammhyim gafé  a?
drink not drink coffee PRT?
5) Would you like tea or coffee?
yam chih dihng gafé a?
drink tea or coffee  PRT?
6) Anything is fine /  Idon’t mind.
sihdaahn 1 /  mobuh sb waih
whatever one’s like / doesn’t matter.
7) Plain water is fine. Thanks.
chingséui dik la, mh goi
clear water OK PRT, please
4. [Exercises & Answers
A: Please take a seat.
What do you want to drink?
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What ever you like, it doesn’t matter

How about coffee?

It’s fine, thanks! or
No, thanks!
chéng ch6h / chéh 14 (it’s more casual and common)

yAm di mat-yéh a?
sih-daahn 13, mbuh sb-waih
ga-f& hbu mh hbu a?

hbu i, hh-g6i  or

thh séi la, hh-gdi

| Unit 5 Repairs I

1)

Out of order, doesn’t work
waaih

(functional problem, appearance is fine)

broken, worn out
laahn

(physically damaged, one could see it’s broken)

The car is broken down

bouh ché waaih jb

MW car out of order  ed

The window is broken.
go chéung laahn jb

MW window broken ed
The light doesn’t work
jhan dang mh jeuhk

MW light not alight
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10)

11)

12)

13)

>

A: My television is broken down.

No electricity !/ No water
mbéuh dihn / mbéuh séui

not have  electricity / not have water

The air-conditioner is leaking
go laahnghei lauh séui

the air conditioning  leak water

Where can I find someone to repair ...
bindouh yAuh ydhn sau léih ...

where have  person repair ...

electrical appliances
dihn hei

electrical appliances

television /  tap
dihn sih /  séui hauh
electrical  vision / water pipe
I live at Flat C, 5/F

ngdh jyuhhdi figh l4u C

7 live at 5" floor C

What time will you come?
néih géisth 13ih a?
you what time come PRT?
How long will it take?
. Y4 r & .
yiu  jing géinoih  a?
have to make how long PRT?

Exercises & Answers

Where can I find someone to repair it.

B:

Peter. can repair TV
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A:  What is his telephone number? 2. Requests

1) Please call the police for me

B: 22356899 thh g6i bong ngbh giu ging chaat

A: ngbh go dihn-sih waaih-jb.

please help me call police ...
bin douh y4uh yahn siu 1éih dihn-sih ga?
B: Peter sau-léih dihn-sih ga call an ambulance / find a taxi
A:  kéuih dihn-wé géi dd houh a? giu baahkché / wan diksi
call white car /  find taxi

B: yih yih siam figh luhk baat giu ghu

3. Asking about ...

| Unit 6 Emergencies I 1) Where is the hospital / police station?

bindouh yAuh yiylin / chiaiglin a?

1. Ask|ng for he|p /A|erting others where have  hospital ~ /  police house ~ PRT?
1) Help!

gau mehng a!

rescue life  PRT 4. Exercises & Answers
2) It’s on fire! A:  What’s the matter?

% jik a! B: T’ve lost my wallet.

onfire  PRT/ Where is the police station?
A: Tdon’t know

3)  DI’velost my wallet B:  Well, please call a taxi for me. I'll ask the taxi driver.

ngbh mhginj6 go ngihnbdau a

! lose  ed MWthe) walletpurse PRT A: mat-yéh sih a?

4§  There's a thief! B: ngbh thh-gin-j6 go ngdh baau.
ief!

yauh chaak a!

have thief’ PRT!

bin-douh yauh chaai-giin a?
A: ngbhmhijia
B: gim, th-g6i bong ngbh win (ga) dik-si, ngbh mahn dik-si si-géi a
5) Be careful!
stusim a!
small heart  PRT!

Part B: Get around Town
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| Unit 1 Shopping I

Bargain

How much?

géi chin a?
how money  PRT?

Can it be cheaper ?
pehng di dik hh dak a?

cheaper ok not ok PRT

What’s the lowest price ?
jeui péhng géichin a?

most  cheap how much  PRT?

How about $100 ?
yatbaak man diktmhdik a?

one hundred dollar ok not ok PRT?

Is there any discount?
yauh mbuh jit ga?

have not have  discount PRT?

I’m not a tourist
ngbh thhhaih yiuh haak

7 not be tourist

If I pay cash, can it be cheaper?
yohgwé béi yihn gim, péhngdi dikmhdiak a?

ir paying cash, cheaper ok not ok PRT?

Size and Colour
Do you have a large size?
yauh méuh  daaih méh a?

have  not have large  size PRT?
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2) medium size / small size
o V4 . V4
jing mah / sai mah
medium  size / small  size
3) Do you have a larger one / smaller?
V4 V4 . - o qm
yauh mouh daaih di/ sai di ga?
have not have larger  /smaller PRT?
4) Do you have any other colours?
yauh mbuh kéihtd stk a?
have not have other colour  PRT?
5) Do you have a blue one?
V4 V4 \
yauh mouh laahm stk a?
have not have blue colour PRT?
3. Don’t buy
1) I’m sorry, this one doesn’t suit me.
mhhbuyisi, nigo mhaam
sorry, this one  not suitable
2) Let me think about it first.
ngbh ndmhih  sin
/ think a while first
4. Information
1) Do you deliver?
sunghhsung fo  ga?
deliver not deliver goods  PRT?
2) When will you deliver?
géisth sungfo a?
when deliver  PRT?
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What time do you open/close?

néih deih géi dim hdi mihn/ sdan mihn ga?

you what time open door /close door

Payment
Do you accept credit cards?
sdu mh siu kaat ga?

receive not receive card PRT?

Do you accept EPS?
siu mh siu EPS ga?

receive not  receive  EPS PRT?

I don’t need the bag.
mhsii déi la

no need bag PRT

Exercises & Answers
Bargain

How much ?

$130

Can it be cheaper?

It’s very cheap already

How about $120?

It’s OK.

One please (a pair of pants)

géi chin a?

yat-baak s@am-sahp man
pehng-di dik mh dak a?
héu péhng ga-la

yat-baak yih-sahp mén dak tmh dak a?

héu 13
yat-tiuh & (MW for pants: tiuh)
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b)

W R >R

o
~

w

e

> E T

Size and Colour
Do you have any other colours?
We have red and black.

Do you have a larger one?

I’m sorry, one size only.

yAuh mbuh daih-yih go sik ga?
yauh hiihng-sik tihng haak-sik
yAuh mbuh daaih-di ga?

thh hdu yi-si, yat-go mah

Information

Do you deliver?

Yes

Do you deliver to the Peak?

Yes

One of this kind of /ni-di/ table please

When will you deliver?
This Friday

sung th sung fo ga?
sung

sung thh sung heui San-Déng ga?
dou sung (lit: also deliver)
yat-jéung ni-di(this kind of) t6i &
géi-sih sung fo a?

ni-go laih-baai-igh a

| Unit 2 Taxi & Minibus I

1.

1)

Stop
Stop
ﬁhng

stop
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(Used in a hired vehicle only, such as in a taxi. In a minibus, it sounds rude if you
say “tlhng”)

Stop
yauh lohk
have get oft

(Used in a minibus. Because they don’t hire the minibus, they just say “yuh lohk”

means “someone have to get off” and then the driver will stop the minibus for the

passenger)
Stop here
nidouh tihng &
here stop PRT  (in a taxi)
Stop in front
chthn bihn tthng 3
front stop PRT  (in a taxi)

Stop at Wellcome supermarket.
Waih Hong tihng &

Wellcome stop PRT (in a taxi)

Stop before Wellcome supermarket.

Waih Hong jichihn tihng 2

Wellcome before stop PRT (in a taxi)

Stop after Wellcome supermarket.
Waih Hong  jThauh tihng 3

Wellcome after stop PRT (in a taxi)

Stop at the bus stop
bas! jaahm yauhlohk  /

bus station have getoff  (in a minibus)
-/ - \ -
basi jaahm mh go6i
bus station please (in a minibus)

(“yauh lohk” could be skipped or replaced by “rih gor”)
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9) Stop at the intersection
louh hdu  y4uh lohk
road opening  have getoff  (in a minibus)
2. Instructions
1) I’ll show you the way.
ngbh daai louh a
7 bring road (way) PRT
2)  gostraight / turn left [/ turn right
jihk heui / jyun j6 / jyun yauh
straight  go / turn left / turn right
3) Please take the Hung Hom cross harbour tunnel.
thh géi hdahng hihng seuih i
please walk Hung tunnel  PRT
4) western tunnel / eastern tunnel
sai seuth / ding seuih
western  tunnel / eastern tunnel
5) Please go faster / slower
thgoi faaidi / maahndi 2
please laster / slower PRT
6) Keep the change
mhsii  jlau la
no need give back the change PRT
3. Asking Information
1) Is there a traffic jam?
sikthh sak ché a?
Jjam not  jam car PRT?
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2)

How long does it take?
daaihkoi géi noih a?

about how long PRT?

Exercises & Answers
Where do you want to go?
Tsim Sha Tsui

Where do you want to stop?
Stop at the MTR station
$34.5
Change back $5 is OK
heui bin-douh a?

Jim-S3-Jéui 3

bin-douh tihng a?
deih-tit-jaahm tihng &
saam-sahp-sei go bun

jhau-faan figh-man dak la

| Unit 3 Asking for Directions I

Where is ...?

Where is the wash room?
shishugian hai bindouh a?
wash room at where PRT?

(whenever you ask a stranger or a friend for something, you should say “please i

2gor” at the beginning of the question. Here is just skip it to make the question simpler.

However in the real situation, you have to add back “h g7” at the beginning)
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2) Where is the MTR station?
deih tit jaahm h4i bindouh a?
MTR station at where PRT?
2. s there any...?
1) Is there a taxi stand near here?
fuh gahn yauh méuh diksi jaahm a?
nearby have not have taxi station ~ PRT?
(on the street)
2) Is there a telephone here?
(nidouh) yAuhmbuh dihnwa a?
here have not have telephone PRT?
(inside a building or a club etc)
3. Howtogetto...?
1) How to get to Mongkok?
dim yéung heui Wohng Gok a?
how go Mongkok PRT?
4. Directions
1) front 4) right
chihn bihn yauh bihn
front side right side
2) back 5) opposite
hauh bihn deui mihn
back  side opposite  side
3) left 6) next to
i6 bihn gaak I&ih
left  side
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5. Locations 2)  It’s next to the MTR
1) It’s on the left of Park’n st;a.tlon o
shop hai deih tit jaahm gaak
hai Baak Gaai j6 18ih
bihn at MTR station
at Park’n shop left next
side
3) It’s near the information
desk
kdhn séun mahn chyu
near inquiry  place
6. Exercises & Answers
a) Where is ...?
A: Where is the wash room?
B:  Go straight, turn left. It’s next to Park’n shop.
A:  shi-sAu-gdan héi bin-douh a?
B: jihk hdahng gan-jyuh(then) jyun yauh, hii Baak-Gaai gaak-1¢ih
b) Is there any ...?7
A: Isthere a taxi stand near here?
B: Yes, it’s behind the MTR station
A: fuh-gahn yAuh mbuh dik-si jaahm a?
B: yhuh, hii deih-tit jaahm hauh-bihn

| Unit 4 Main Districts I

1.

1)

2) Central
Hong Kong Island Jiing Waahn
Hong Kong Island
Héung Gong Dbu 3)  Admiralty
fragrant harbour island Gam Jl-ll'lg
golden  bell

3)  Jordan
4)  Wan Chai 36 Daun
Waan Jéi
4)  Kowloon Tong
5)  Causeway Bay Ghu Lihng Thng
Tihng Loh Waan /
Tihng Loh Waahn
3. New Territories
1) New Territories
2.  Kowloon San Gaai
1) Kowloon new  boundary
Géu Lihng
nine  dragons 2) Sai Kung
Sai Gung
2) Tsim Sha Tsui
Jim Sa Jéui 3)  Clear Water Bay
Ching Séui Waan
clear  water  bay

4. Exercises & Answers
Where do you live?

>

B: Ilive in Causeway Bay

Where do you work?

A: Iworkin Tsim Sha Tsui.

Where are you going?

I am going to Mongkok to buy sth.

>

néih héi bin-douh jyuh ga?

B: ngbh jyuh hai Thng-Loh-Wian.
néih hai bin-douh faan giing ga?

A: ngbh héi Jim-S3-Jéui faan giing.
néih heui bin a?

B: ngbh heui Wohng-Gok mAaih di yéh.
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| Unit 5 Main Streets I

1) Des Voeux Road
Dak Fuh Douh

2) Queensway

Gam Jung Douh

3) Queen’s Road
Wohng Hauh Daaih
queen big

Douh

road

4)

Gloucester Road

Gou Sih D4 Douh

Hollywood Road
Hoh Léih Wuht Douh

Hennessy Road
Hin Néih ST Douh

Nathan Road
Néih Déun Douh

| Unit 6 Sightseeing I

1. Glossary
1) park
ging yin
public  garden /park

2) museum
/

.. ghn
3) plaza
gwbng chéuhng

4) department stores
baak fo  glingsi

hundred goods  company

Hong Kong Island
Take the Star Ferry
daap tin sing

take sky star
sfu 1éuhn

ferry

Lan Kwai Fong
Laahn Gwai Fong

Hong Kong Park
Héung Goéng  Giing Yin

Peak tram
sian déng

mountain top
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laahm che

cable car

5) Repulse Bay
Chin Séui Waan

shallow water bay

6) Stanley
Chek Chyl'lh 2)

7) Floating restaurant
H6i Stn  Fbéng
sea food boat
8) Ocean Park
Hbi Yéuhng
ocean 5.
Giing Yn 1)
park

3. Kowloon 2)
1) Space Museum
Taai Hing Giin

space museum

2) Kowloon Park
G#u Lihng 3)
Giing Yn

3) Science Museum

F6 Hohk Giin

science museum

4) Wong Tai Sin Temple
Wohng Daaih Sin Miu

(miu means temple)

New Territories

Ten Thousand Buddha
Monastery

Maahn Faht  J{

ten thousand Buddha monastery

The Big Buddha
Tin Taahn

sky alter

Daaih Faht
big Buddha

Shopping Centres
Pacific Place

Taai Gl

Gwbng Chéuhng

Times Square

Sth Doih

Gwbng Chéuhng

plaza

Harbour City
Hbi Géng Sihng

sea  harbour city
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Department Stores
& Supermarkets

Chinese Arts and Crafts
Ltd.

Jing Ngaih

Chinese arts

Yue Hwa Chinese Products
Emporium Ltd.

Yuh Wi

CRC Department Store
Ltd.

Wih Yeuhn
(CRC is the short form of “China

Resources Corporation)

Mannings Retail Ltd.
Maahn Nihng

Watson’s

Wat Sahn St

Park’n Shop Ltd.
Baak Gaai

Wellcome Co. Ltd.
Waih Hong

Places to Shop
Lockhart Road
Lohk Haak Douh

(interior decoration and lights)

Stanley Market
Chek Chyﬁh

Stanley

Sth Jaahp

market

Nathan Road
Né&ih Déun  Douh

Nathan road

Temple Street
Miuh Gaai
temple street

Jade Market

Yuhk Hei
Jade

Sth Chéuhng

market

Ladies Market
T V4 -
Neéuih Yan Gaai
women’s street

(ladies’ clothes & accessories)

Flower Market

Fa Heéui

flower market

Granville Road

Ga Lihn Wii Louh  Douh

(factory outlets & casual clothing)

Fa Yuen Street
Fa Yuhn Gaai

(inexpensive casual clothing)
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10)

a)

TrEPETE>TE>T R

Portland Street
But Laahn Gaai

(interior decoration materials)

Exercises & Answers
Sightseeing

Have you been to the Science Museum.

Yes. Have you been to Stanley?

No. However I’ ve been to Repulse Bay.

Have you been to Ocean Park.?

No, How do you get there?

You can take a bus in Admiralty.

How long does it take?

About half an hour.

néih yAuh mbuh heui gwo F5-Hohk-Giin a?

yauh. néih yauh mbuh heui gwo Chek-Chytih a?
mbuh a. daahn-haih ngbh heui gwo Chin-Séui-Waan.
néih yAuh mbuh heui gwo Héi-Y&uhng Giing-Y{n a?
mbuh a. dim heui ga?

néih h6-yih hii Gam Jing daap ba-si

yiu géi noih a?

daaih-koi bun-go jling

Part C: Food and Drinks

| Unit 1 Ordering Food I

1.
1)

Take a seat
How many people?
e - e
geido wai a?
how many — MW{(people) PRT?
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(“war” is a polite form of MW for people)

Two people
léuhng wai
two MW

Sit here please
chéh nidouh 2

sit here PRT

Asking in Ordering Food

What do you want?
yiu di matyéh a?
order MW what PRT?

Do you have an English menu?
yAuh méuh Ying M&n chdan pai a?

have not have English menu PRT?

Do you have any recommendations?
yauh méuh mat yéh gaaisiuh a?

have not have what recommend  PRT?

Do you have pea shoots?
yauhméuh  davhmiuh  a?

have not have pea  shoots PRT?

No pea shoots.

mbéuh  dauh miuh

not have pea  shoots

(pea shoots are available in winter only)

Lobsters have been sold out

lihng hd maaih saai
lobster sold all
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Do you have beer?
yauh méuh bEjau a?

have not have beer PRT?

We have beer.
yauh bg jhu

have beer

Ordering
Excuse me, ... / Please,...
th gbi, ...

(to draw waiter’s attention)

This one please
nigo a

thisone  PRT
(pointing at the menu)

One Barbecue Pork with Rice, One coke please.
yatdihp chistu faahn, yat bai hd lohk

one plate of barbecue pork rice , one glassof coke

We are vegetarian.
ngbh deih haih sihk jaai ge

we be cat  vegetarian food  PRT.

eat here / take away
hai douh sihk / ling jau

at  here eat take leave

2) Please pay at the counter

The bill chéutbihn bé 3

The bill please. outside pay  PRT
thgdi  maaih ddan

please close bill
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3) Can I have a receipt please?
& - - -
béi jéung daan a
give MW receipt  PRT.

5. Common Food

1) beef
ngauh yuhk
cow meat
2) pork
jyu  yuhk
pig meat

3) chicken
gai

4) vegetables
choi

5) vegetarian food
jaai

6) lettuce

saang choi

7) tomato
faan ké

8) potato
syth jai

9) broccoli

sai ldahn fa

10)

11)

12)

carrot
hihng  10h baahk

red radish

apple
pihng gwd

orange
chiang

Common Western

Dishes
Russian bortsch soup
10h sung tong

Cream soup
geih Iim tong

cream soup

Steak
\ V4

ngauh pa

cow chop
Salad
s léut
Sandwich
sdam mahn jih

French fries
syth  tlu

potato  long thin objects
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Common Chinese Dishes
Fried Noodles / Fried Rice
chfau mihn / chiau faahn

stir-fited  noodles / stir-fited rice

Sweet & Sour pork
gi lou yuhk

Fried thick rice noodles with sliced beef
gon chiau ngiuh hd

dry stir fited cow thick rice noodles

Steamed shrimp with garlic paste

syun yuhng jing  ha

garlic  paste steam shrimp

Barbecue Pork / Roast duck / Roast goose
chi siu /siu aap / sfu ngbd

fork  roast, burn /roast  duck / roast goose

Deep fried chicken
ja il gai
deep fited ... chicken
Deep fried bean curd with pepper salt

jlu ylhm dauh fuh

pepper  salt bean curd

Sautéed broccoli with scallop
sdi ldahn fi chiau  daai ji

broccoli stir-fried scallop
Sautéed Choi Sum with garlic paste

syun yihng  chéau choi sim

garlic  paste stir-fried Choi  Sum
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Common Dim Sum
dim sum
dim sam

steamed shrimp dumpling
- V4

ha gaau

shrimp  dumpling

steamed pork dumpling
sTu  méai

deep fried spring roll
chéun gyln
spring roll

steamed rice flour rolls with shrimp
hi  chéung

shrimp  rice flour roll

Exercises & Answers
Ordering

How many people?

Two

Sit here. What do you want?

Do you have an English menu?

Yes

Do you have fried rice?
Yes

One fried rice, one fried noodle and two cokes please

»>w»

géi do wii a?

1éuhng wi

chéh ni douh &

yAuh mbuh Ying-M4n chdan-paai a?

> w2

T »>w U

o
~

e

x> e>E>E

yAuh

yauh mbuh chiau-faahn a?

yAuh

yat-dihp chiau-faahn, yat-dihp chdau-mihn, 1éuhng-biii hé-lohk a

Common Food
Do you like beef?

No I don’t. And you?

I like it very much.

What do you like to eat?

Lettuce and tomato

néih jling mh jing-yi sihk ngduh-yuhk ga?

thh jiing-yi a. néih n&?

ngbh hdu jling-yi ga, néih jiing-yi sihk mat-yéh a?
ngbh jiing-yi sihk saang-choi tihng-maaih faan-ké

Common Western Dishes

What do you want to eat?

Whatever you like, it doesn’t matter.

How about steak?

It’s fine

Where shall we go to have the meal?

How about Boston?

Is it expensive?

It’s medium

Well, that’s fine

néih séung sihk mat-yéh a?
sih-daahn 13, mbuh s-waih
ngauh-pa héu mh hbu a?
hbu a

heui bin-douh sihk a?
Bo-Sih-Déun héu th héu a?
gwai thh gwai ga?

yat-biin 1a.
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gim, hbu 13

Common Chinese Dishes

Do you have sweet and sour pork?

Yes.

How much?

$60

One please. What is this? (A point at the menu)

It’s roast duck

A half please
yauh mbuh gii-16u-yuhk a?
yauh

géi chin a?

luhk sahp man

yat-dihp a (one plate of it), ni-go haih mét-yéh 13ih ga?

ni go haih sfu-aap
bun-jek a (half of a roast duck)

| Unit 2 Drinks I

Drinks

coffee

ga fe

tea
chah

milk tea
nAaih chah

milk tea

4)

lemon tea
lihng miing chdh /
ling chih

( tone change from Iihng fo ling)

coke
hé lohk

orange juice
chdang jap

orange Juice

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

alcohol, wine
jau

beer

bé jau

Tsing Tao

ching d6u

Carlsberg
ga sih baak

Heineken
héi lihk
San Miguel
sang lihk

red wine
\ Y4
huhng jau
red wine
white wine
baahk jé.u
white  wine
whiskey
- . y &
wai sih gei

brandy

baahk laan déi

Options
large

daaih

medium
jung
small
sai

hot
yiht

cold
dung

Bars
Can I have a menu please?
th goi béi go
please give MW
- 4 . -
chaan paai a
menu PRT

Do you serve food?
yauh mbuh
have not have
yéh sihk ga?
food PRT?

Same again please
yiudo yatbiui a

take more  one cup PRT

http://www.clc.com.hk

Page 45

Daily Cantonese Expressions

Page 46



4. Measure Words

1) cup / glass 5) hot or cold ?
biii yiht dihng dung ga?
(in Cantonese, cup or glass is not distinguishable)40 hot or cold PRT?
2) can 6) Hot, please
gun yiht ge, mhh goi
hot PRT, please
3) bottle
jéun / it 7) no ice
bottle /MW for bottle mh yiu bing
don’t want Ice

4) one of something

g0 :
(“go” is the most general measure word, it could be used in ordering food. 6. ExerC|SeS & Answers
However, they use it in casual food ordering only. In asking a tea lady or a helper, A:  What do you want to drink?
they have to use the proper measure word e.g. bifr for cup or glass of something) B:  One large coke, no ice. One coffee
A: Hot or cold?
5. Orderlng B: Hot please
1) One hot coffee A:  yAm di mat-yéh a?
yat bui yiht ga fe B: yat-biii daaih hd-lohk, mh yiu bin, yat-biii ga-fé
one cupof  hot coffee A: yiht dihng dung ga?
. . \ -
2)  One small Coke B: yiht ge, mh gdi

yat go sai h lohk

one MW small  coke

3) One Carlsberg
yat bii ga sih baak

one cup of  Carlsberg

4 Please give me a glass of water.
) Dleasegive mea glass ofwater. | Unit 1 Numbers & Money I
mhgoi bei yat bli séui a

please give one glassof water PRT

Part D: Useful Vocabulary
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1. Numbers

1) 1

yat -
2) 2

yih =

When they say two of something,
léuhng s used instead of yih

3) 3

saam =
4 4

sei ]
5 5

figh z

(Agh should be the correct form,
however nowadays most Hong

Kong people say zah instead)

6) 6

luhk N
7y 7

chat-t
8 8

baat AN
9 9

ghu .
10) 10

sahp  +

11)

12)

13)

14)

0
lihng %

one hundred

yat baak — &

one thousand

yatchin —-F

ten thousand

yat maahn — ¥

11 to 100
11

sahp yat

12
sahp yih

20
yih sahp

21
yih sahp yat

22
yih sahp yih
30

saam sahp

40
sei sahp
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Short Form
21

yah-yat

22
yah-yih

31
sa-ah-yat

32
sa-ah-yih

91
ghu-ah-yat

92
ghu-ah-yih
(from 31 to 99, sahpis pronounced

as ahin short form)

$20
yah man

$30
sa-ah man

$40
sei-ah man

Money in whole
numbers

$12

sahp yih man

$134
yat baak sdam sahp sei man

Money in decimal
$1.1

go yat

go is the measure word (measuring
unit) for dollars. Here gois used
instead of “dollar”. Therefore don’t
use “dollar man” at the end in

money telling in decimal.

$1.2
go yih

$1.5

go bun
MW half

$1.6
go luhk

$2.1

1éuhng go yat

(as mentioned above, when they say
two of something, /éuhngis used
instead of yih

$2.2
1éuhng go yih

$10.6
sahp go luhk
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8)

ErwEwewe

$23.2
yih sahp saam go yih

Exercises & Answers
How much?
$28
How about $25?

It’s OK
géi chin a?

yah-baat man
yah-hgh man dak mh dak a?

héu 13

| Unit 2 Time I

Years, Days and Night

one year / one day /  one night
yit nthn /  yatyaht /  yat mAahn
(“year”, “day” and “night” don’t take MW)

this year / today / tonight
gim nin /  gim yaht /  gim méahn

(tone change from nihnto nin)

last year / yesterday / last night
gauh nin / chihmyaht /  chihm mAahn

“chahm yaht” and “chahm mAahn” can be “kdhm yaht” and “kahm mAahn”

next year/ tomorrow / tomorrow night
chéutnin/  ting yaht /  ting miahn

morning
jTu jou / seuhng jau

morning / upper day time
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“seuhng jau” is more formal than “jiu j6u”

6) afternoon
aan jau /hah jau
late day time / lower day time
“hah jauh” is more formal than “aan jau”
7) night
yeh méahn
2. Months and Weeks
1) a month / a week
yait go yuht / yit go laihbaai
week can be “laih baai” or “sing ké&ih”, both are commonly used, the former one is a
little bit more casual
Both month and week take measure word “go”
2) this month / this week
ni go yuht/ =ni go lihbaai
3) last month / last week
seuhng go yuht/ seuhnggo l4ih baai
last MW month / last MW week
4) next month / next week
hah go yuht /' hahgo lih baai
next MW month / next MW month
5) January
yat yuht
Ist month
6) February
yih yuht
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10)

11)

December

sahp yih yuht

12th  month

(other unmentioned months are with the same logic)

Monday

liih baai  yat
week 1

Tuesday

14ih baai yih
week 2

Saturday

ldih baai luhk
week 6

(Monday to Saturday share the same logic.)

Sunday
14ih baai yaht
week day

(Sunday is special, they say “yaht’ instead of the number.)
(For Monday to Sunday, “/4ih baar’ could be replaced by “sing kéifi’)

Date
3" January
yat yuht saam houh
I month 3 number

25" December
sahp yih yuht yih sahp
ﬁgh houh

12th month 25

number

Time period
an hour

yat go jing
/ MW hour
a-five-minute
yat go jih

/ MW  a-five-minute
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minute
yat fan jing
No measure word for “minute” and

“second”

second
yat miuh jing

Time Telling
o’clock
dim

8:00
baat dim

Exercises & Answers

Years
When did you come to HK?

8:05

baat dim yat

(refer to the number on the long
hand of a clock. E.g., at 8:05, the

long hand is on “17)

8:10
baat dim yih

8:15
baat dim sdam

8:30
baat dim bun

8:55
baat dim sahp yat

Last year

néih géi-sih 1dih Heung-Gng ga?

gauh nin

Days

I will go to Wan Chai tomorrow morning.
This afternoon, I will also go to Wan Chai

ting-yaht jiu-jéu, ngdh wiih heui Waan-Ji.

gam-yaht hah-jau, ngbh dou wilih heui Waan-J4i

Months
When will you leave HK?

October

néih géi-sih 18ih-hi Heung-Gong a?
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B: sahp-yuht

d) Weeks - 1

A:  What is the day today?

B: Today is Sunday

A: gam-yaht haih l4ih-baai géi a?

B: gim-yaht haih l4ih-baai yaht

e) Weeks - 2

A: TIlearn Cantonese on Saturday. How about you?
B: Wednesday

A: ngbh laih-baai-luhk hohk Gwdng-Diing-W4. néih ng?
B: liih-baai-siam

f) Date

A:  When is your birthday?

B: 18" June

A: néih géi-sih sdang-yaht ga?

B:  luhk-yuht sahp-baat houh

2) Time telling

A: What time is it now?

B: 10:30

A: Isn’tit 10:15?

B: It’snot 10:15, it’s 10:30

A: yih-ga géi-dim a?

B: sahp-dim bun

A: thh haih sahp-dim siam mé&?

B: thh haih sahp-dim sdam, haih sahp-dim bun a

| Unit 3 Colours I
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9) blue
Colours 13ahm sik
color
sik 10) purple
j1 stk
black
haak sik 11)  brown
fe sik
white
baahk stk 12) grey
fui sik
red
hiihng sik 13)  golden color
gam sik
pink
fan hﬁhng sik 14) silver color
pastel  red colour ngz\lhn sik
orange
V4
chaang sik 2. Colour Degree
yellow 1) dark blue
wohng stk sam 1iahm (s1k)
green 2) light blue
luhk sk chin 1dahm (sik)

Exercises & Answers
I like red, I don’t like green

I like dark brown, I don’t like grey.

My mum likes white

My daddy likes black
ngbh jiing-yi hihng-sik, thh jling-yi luhk-sik
ngbh jliing-yi saim-fé-sik, thh jiing-yi flii-sik
ngbh ma-mih jling-yi baahk-sik
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B:

ngbh dé-dih jiing-yi haak sk

Unit 4 Pronouns I

Personal Pronouns
I, me

ngbh

you

néih
(singular)
he, she, it, him, her
kéuih

we, us
ngbh deih
you

néih deih
(plural)
they, them
kéuih deih
my, mine

ngbh ge

your, yours
re
neih ge

9)

10)

11)

12)

his, her, its, hers
kéuih ge
(“ge” can be omitted in kinship and

close possessed objects e.g. home,
friends)

myself
ngdh jih géi

yourself
néih jih géi

themselves

kéuih deih  jih géi

Demonstrative
Pronouns

this one

ni go

this MW

(Different objects take different
MWs. For example, if “this one”
stands for “this pen”, it has to be
changed to “nfji". Because the MW
for pen is “ji” instead of “go0”)

that one
gd go
this MW
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these

ni di

this MW

(dris a general MW for all

uncountable or plural objects)

those
gh di

that MW

here

ni douh

here  place

there
gb douh

there  place

Interrogative
Pronouns
who?

bin go ?
which ~ MW for person

Exercises & Answers

Demonstrative Pronouns — 1

Different kinds of objects takes different MWs

what?
matyéh ? /
mé,” ?

which one?
bin go?
which MW ?

where?

bin douh ?

when?

géisth?

How long ?
géi noih ?

(for time, not for length)
how many/ much?

géido ?

how many?

However for uncountable nouns and plural nouns without knowing the exact number,

universal MW “d1” is used

This apple

That apple

These apples

Those apples
The apple

The apples
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ni-go pihng-gwd
g0-go pihng-gwd
ni-di pithng-gwd
g6-di pihng-gwd
go pihng-gwd

di pihng-gwd

Demonstrative Pronouns — 2

This pen

That pen

These pens

Those pens

The pen

The pens

ni-ji bat
gb-j1 bat
ni-di bat
gb-di bat
jTbat

di bt

Demonstrative Pronouns — 3

This water

That water

The water

This glass of water

That glass of water

This bottle of water

That bottle of water

ni-di séui
V4 - 4 .
g0-d1 seui
- 4 .

d1 seui

- - 4 .
ni-bii seui

V4 = 4 .
g0-biii seui
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Demonstrative Pronouns — 4 (uncountable nouns)

B: ni-jéun séui

A:  gb-jeun séui

d)

A: The beer is expensive

B: The coke is not expensive
A: The steak is delicious

B: The money is lost

A:  dibé-jau hdu gwai

B:  dihb-lohk héu péhng

A:  dingiuh-p4 héu hbu sihk
B: di chin thh-gin-j6

| Unit 5 Auxiliary Verbs I

1) will, would

witih

2) may, can
hé yih

(permitted to do something)

Exercises
I would go there

3)

can

stk
(capable of doing something)

should, ought to
ying goi

I can cook

I can go there (being permitted to go)

I should cook

ngbh wiiih heui gb-douh
ngbh hd-yth heui gb-douh
ngbh sik jyh faahn

4 - Y 4
ngoh ying-godi jyu faahn

WErwEEewe YV
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| Unit 6 Adjectives I

Size
large, big
daaih

small
sai

long
chéuhng

short

dytn

(refers to horizontal distance,
opposite of “long”)

thick
hauh

thin
bohk

(it talks about thickness and so
describe objects such as books but
not for people or animals. For
people or animals, they say “sau’

which is mentioned below)

Appearance
tall, high
gou

2)

short

e

al

(refers to vertical distance, opposite
to tall or high)

fat
feih

thin
sau
(for living things only)

beautiful / handsome
leng

ugly
chiu yéung

Quantity
many / much
héu do

a little / a few
hou stu

Food

sour

syun

sweet

tthm
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3) spicy / hot
laaht 2)  taller
gou di
4) salty
hiahm 3)  hotter
yiht di
5) delicious
héu meih / hbu sihk
good e goodeat 6. Superlative Degree
6) full 1) the tallest
biau jeui gou
most  tall
"o, ) eres
jeui hou
5. Comparative
Degree
1) slower
maahn di
slow er
7. Exercises & Answers
a) Size
A: This pair of trousers are too long
B: How about this one?
This is shorter
A: This one doesn’t look good
A: ni-tiuh fu taai chéuhng
B: ni-tiuh n&? ni-tiuh dyfin-di
A: ni-tiuh thh hdu thi
b) Appearance
A: D'm fat, you are thin
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I don’t think so
ngbh hbu f&ih, néih hbu sau
ngbh gok-dak thh haih a!

Food
Does it taste good?

It’s good

Do you want more?

Yes, please. or
No thanks! I'm full.
héu mh hbu sihk a?
hbu hdu sihk a (word to word translation is: “very good eat” but not

“very very eat”) (both “good” and “very” are pronounced as “h6u”)
(Cantonese do not say “very very” together as English speakers do)
yiu mh yiu d6-di a?

héu &, thh-g6i

thh séi la, ngbh baau la.

Comparative and Superlative Degree
Is Kelvin taller or Raymond taller?
Kelvin is taller
Who is the tallest ?

Peter is the tallest.
Kelvin gou-di dihng Raymond gou-di a?

Kelvin gou-di
bin-go jeui gou a?
Peter jeui gou

| Unit 7 Verbs I
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Face

see

gin / gindbu

my boss want to see “gin” me

[ saw “gin déu” Peter accidentally

G - £ 9 -
[ saw “gin dou” Peter was with her

see, watch, read
e
tai
He always watches “ti” movie

He likes reading “t4i” books

eyl g4 95 3
[ saw “tai dou” Peter was with her

listen, hear
teng
speak, say
gong

eat

sihk

drink
yam

Hands
do

jouh

make

jouh

(the character is different from “do,

Jouh” in above)

hit, beat
da

give, pay
béi

find, look for
wan

buy
maaih

carry
ling

take

16

Feet
walk

hdahng
run, leave
jéu

g0

heui
come

l3ih / 1&h

out
cheut
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6) back 3) sleep . .
fian fan gaau | Unit 8 Conjunctions I
1) and
4 help tihng (m3aih)
4. Others bong
) dhink . ) because
, 5) like, love yan waih
nam jing yi
3) therefore
2) feel 7 2
gok dak soyih
4) although
s€ui yihn
5. Exercises & Answers
a)  Face 5)  but
A: Tlike watching movies and listening to music daahn haih
B: [Ilike eating chocolate and drinking beer
A medhJingryi Gichel g Eng yimneonle > Exercises & Answers
B: ngoh jing-yi sihk jyt-gu-lik tuhng yam bé-jau
A: Although he is a foreigner, (but) his Cantonese is very good.
b) Hands
A: Tlost my purse, have you seen it? B: Because he is very hardworking, therefore he learns very fast.
B: No, I help you to look for it. . PR ) N .
A: ngbh th-gin-é go nglhn- biau, nih yiuh mbuh gin-gwo a? A: seull-y}hn kéuih hfuhlngollh-gwok-yahfl, daiahn-halh kéuih di
B: mbuh a, ngdh bong néih wn 4. Gwong-Diing-Wa hou hou (again, “hou hou” here means “very good”
but not “very very”)
©) Feet B: yan-waih kéuih héu kihn-lihk, sd-yth kéuih hohk dak hbu faai
A:  Twill goout at 6:00
B: I will come back at 6:10
A: ngbh luhk-dim chéut heui
B: ngbh luhk-dim-yih faan 1iih
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| Unit 9 Glossary: English to Cantonese I

burn Dby fire: stu @by hot cold dung
object: laat colour sik
bus ba st come Laih
busy mohng company  |gfing si
but daahn haih complete  |yhn chydhn
by méaih computer |dihn nduh
cable sin congratulat | giing héi
call i ‘
giu iy, j
cook o ', 0 faahn, @a
can *capable of doing sth: sik, J};(u J]Z::\;.h 1
cook: ¢ s
¢permitted to: hé yih corner k
0
Canada Ga Nah Daaijh country ° k o3
ok ga
Cantonese |Gwbng Diing Wa cow gW‘uhg
A ngal
car ché
- o cream ®geih Iim, @cream soup:
eih 1Tm ton,
careful stu sam credit » yuhn )
seun
carrot hiihng 16h baahk cross :
(s
carry ning cup ﬁfv
mg Ui
cash yihn gam dark haak
casual chéuih bin daughter éui
Central Jing Waahn day n::i
h bi .
change goi December sahp yih yuht
cheap pehng deep i
. sam
chicken ®gai; @chicken wings: gai delicious  |hgu sihk, hdu meih
| yihk . deliver sung fo
Chinese *style: jiing sik, ¢language: department |®bouh mihn
jling mén, *people: jing ’
N @department store: baak fo
gwok yahn fing s1
Christmas Sing Daan Jit design g}l;ui g )
. chit gai
city sihng sth dial d4 :
clear ching chd discount |3
close sdan do .!lt
coffee fe o
: gafe . dollar man
coin i i
:eg::lzg baih, daaih beng, || o5 thh
d \
coke hd lohk — =

a (vat) + MW bean dauh, dfu
about daaih koi beat da
accept jip sauh beautiful |leng
account wuih gai because yan waih
Admiralty |Gam Jing beef ngiuh yuhk
after hauh, jT hauh beer be jéu
afternoon  |aan jau, hah jau before chihn, ji chihn
; . . bell =
again , yauh jung
; oL 72 . best ieui hd
air hiing hei jeui hou
bi i
alcohol _]éu blfl daaih
i =
all s6 yhuh, chydihn bouh i daan —
- saan, t
already yfh ging — : ’gy
although  |gzui yl\hn slu stu
black haak sik
am haih b < <
and N N . ue laahm, laahm sik
tuhng, tuhng maaih borrow e
\
any yahm hoh bottle jéun
apple 74
: pihng gwd boy ®naahm j4i, @boy friend:
?ppomtmen verb: yeuk ndahm pahng y4uh
arts arts class: mahn 5 brandy  |baahk 1aan déi
at in, at, on: héi break ®to break: jing waaih, jing
attention iyuyi El;h:l,ﬁ@b:loken N
Australia  |Qu Jau Clional: waain,
N +physical damage: laahn;
away to leave: le€ih hoi ]
back ®come back: faan, @the ®h:z<ak up ¢disassemble:
back of a body: bui, - © -
@behind: hauh bihn bring | deai
bag & - Britain Ying Gwok
ball b5 British YTng Gwok YE\lh]l
broccoli 3i 13ahn
barbecue  |®siu hiau, @barbecue sai | fa
_ brown fe sik
pork: cha stu Buddh
u a
be haih faht
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down dai \first ®1%: daih yat,
dragon Iihng @beginning: sin Gat first:
draw @®waahk, @draw money: jeui cho
taih chin five figh
drink yém floor ®ground, ground floor:
drive ja ché deih h4, @levelsina
drop dit jb building: 14u
dry gon flower fa
duck fap, aap food yéh sihk
ear yih \for in order to: waih j6
early jbu fork cha
eastern diing free Ohave time: dik haahn,
eat sihk @free of charge: mihn fai
ed perfective aspect: 5, French ® *people: Faat Gwok
experiential aspect: gwo yahn, ¢language: Faat Man
electricity |®dihn, @electrical @French fries: syt tiu
appliances: dihn hei, friend pahng yéuh
®electrical cooker: dihn from yduh
faahn bou \front chihn bihn
English speople: Ying Gwok yahn, full ®mihn, @opp. to hungry:
+language: Ying Man blau
explain ghai stk garlic syun tauh
family #casual: ik k&i, *formal: get @16, ning, @get off: lohk
ga tihng girl O®néuih ji, @girl friend:
fast faai néuih phng y4uh
fat f&ih give ®béi, @give back the
father bah ba, d& dih change: jaau
February |yih yuht glass @cup: bii, @glass
feel gok dak material: bo I€i
female néuih sing 8o heui, go out: chéut heui
few sfu golden gam
find wan golden gam stk
- ; color
ﬁne hou good ®hdu, @good value: dii
fire ®f5, @on fire: f6 jik, g00ds fo (maht)
®@dismiss: chau yauh yh green Juhk sik

grey i hundred  |paak
half bun hungry tbuh ngoh
hand siu husband | esin saang(polite), *16uh
handsome leng gling(casual)
happy hoi sam ! ngbh
harbour |gbng hbi gbng ice bing
have ®yA4uh, have to: yiu, if yuh gwd
®@have a meal: sihk faahn important | gn yiu, juhng yiu
he kéuih in @in, at, on: hai, @enter:
hear téng yahp
heart sim include baau, baau kwut
help bong information |sgun mahn chyu
her kéuih desk
here ni douh - gn
— inquiry  |sgun mahn
hers kéuih ge : 7.
high ©gdu, @high blood . KCulh
g0, 1-ghh os . its kéuih ge
ure: go aat, - : -
pres.s gontyw ) jade féi cheui, yak
®high heel shoes: gou :
s am sak
jaang haaih Tania -
him uih AT |yatyuht
= = ob giing (M: fahn), giing jok
Ls kéuih ge — -
- ; - uice Jép
hit da, bump: johng — y
- - yunction  llouh hau
hobbies si hou .
. kid sai man jai
hold ning
h R know jidou
ome ak kei
- y Kowloon |Gu Lihng
Hong Kong |Haung Géng —
nosoiral — Lan Kwai  |13ahn Gwai Fong
ospiia yl y'un Fong
hot yiht large daaih
hour jiing (tAuh) last Oprevious: seuhng, @the
housewife |g3-tihng jyh-fih end: jeui méih
how? Dqty: géi, Othe way: dim | | |late chih
(yéung), @how leak lauh séui
about ...72... hbu thh héu, learn hohk
@how long?: géi noih, leave jau, 18ih hoi
®how many?: géi do Lee a Chinese surname: Léih
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left

medium

@left side: j6 bihn, @verb: jling
jau, 1¢ih hoi menu chaan phai
lemon lihng miing milk ®nAaih, @milk tea: nfaih
lettuce saang choi chih
life sang mihng mind yihm, gaai yi
lift elevator: Iip, to lift: ning mine ngbh ge
light héng minute fan (jing)
like jiing yi mistake cho
listen téng Monday  14ih baai yat, sing kéih yat
little ®hbu sfu, @a little bit: stu | | [7oney chin
stu month ®yuht, @this month: ni go
live jyuh yuht, @last month: seuhng
lobster 1dhng ha go yuht, ®next month: hah
long ®chéuhng @long winded: go yuht
chéuhng hei more do di
look ®mohng, @look for: wan morning _|jiu ju
lose thh gin most ®jeui @most probably: do
lost thh gin 16 sou
love +formal: oi, ¢casual (more mother : mé mih
common): jing yi fmountain _|saan
LP abbr.: Linking Particle movie ®hei (MW: tou, chéut),
mad chi sin @movie star: mihng sing
make #jouh, *make by hand: Mr. ... sdang, say the surname
jing, *in a slang way: ghau first, then say the
male ndahm Mrs. ... thai, say the surname
Mannings |Maahn Nihng first, then say the
many do Ms ... sTu jé, say the surname
March sdam yuht first, then say the
market gaai sth MTR deih tit
matter sih (M: gihn) much héu do
/
may permitted to do sth: ho yfh | | [ [bohk maht gun
May Iﬁh yuht music yam ngohk
me ngbh Mw abbr.: Measure Word
V4
mean ®equal to: jik haih, g ngoh ge
myself ngbh deih jih géi

@meaning: yi s

name méng open ®hoi, @opening hours: hoi
Nathan  |Ngih Déun Douh fong sth gaan
RO“‘Q opposite | deui mihn
nearby fuh gahn
=t — or dihng, waahk j&
need yiu, no need: mh sai e 17
, orange @fruit: chaang, @colour:
net moOhng ’ -
chaang sik, @orange juice:
hew san 7 .
— e, chaang jap
: gaax 1 — order ®command: mihng lihng,
e Opersonality: hou, hou @order food in a
yahn, @look nice: leng restaurant: giu
night ®yeh miahn, @tonight: other K&ih G
- rs : .
ge\lm mazi.hn, ®1a\st night: ought ying goi
kahm maahn, chahm 7 _ .
, oug tto ying goi
maahn, ®@tomorrow night: -
_ , out ®chéut, @out of order,
ting maahn aaih
- wi
nine 4 -
e outside |chgut bihn
noodle mihn ;
- : Park’n |Baak Gaai
t . .
no ®don’t: mh, @be not: mh, Park'n Baak Gaai
@not yet: meih, @don’t shop
have: mbuh paste ®wil, with, @garlic paste:
November |sahp yat yuht syun yuhng
now yih ga pastel fan
number shouh mah, pay béi
stransliteration: ndm ba pea déu, dauh
o’clock dim pea shoots |dauh miuh
ocean  |hdi youhng pepper|with jiu
October  |sahp yuht person yahn, yan
off lohk phone dihn wé
office +baahn giing sat, sé jih pig jyt
13uh, susually people say pink fan hiihng sk
ok dak, okay (English) place(verb) iz
old ®old things: gauh, plate dihp
@people’s age: 16uh play ®wéan, @playing tricks:
on in, at, on: héi jing gh
one yat please th goi
only jihng-haih

http://www.clc.com.hk

Page 71

Daily Cantonese Expressions

Page 72




police

®ging chaat, @police
station: chaai glin

16h sung tong

polite 14ih maauh

pork jyt yuhk

potato syﬁh jéi

price ga, ga chihn

problem mahn t3ih

PRT abbr.: Modal Particles

public |giing jung, giing guhng

purple i sik

purse ngihn baau

receipt sau geui

recewve Sﬁu

recommend | sintroduce: gaai siuh,
*suggested: gin yi

red hiihng sik

red wine hiihng jau

repair sau 1éih

repeat chﬁhng fik

rescue gau

restaurant | eChinese style restaurant:
j4u liuh, *western style
restaurant: chaan téng

rice ecooked rice: faahn,
suncooked rice: méih

right @opposite to left: yauh,
@correct: aam

road louh, méh louh

roast sTtu

room fong

run j 4u

Russian | @people: s6u lylihn yahn /
ngdh gwok yahn,

@language: ngdh man
@Russian Bortsch soup:

Russian 16h sung tong

bortsch

soup

salt yihm

salty hdahm

San Miguel saang lihk

Saturday  |14ih baai luhk

say wah, gbng

science @f6 hohk, @science class:
1éih fo

sea héi

second ®2™ daih yih, @time:
mfuh

see gin

sell maaih

serve fuhk mouh

shallow chin

she kéuih

short +in height: ai, *in length:
dytn

should ying goi

show indicate: hin sih, to present:
chéut sih, appear to be: bfu
yihn

shrimp ha

side view jak mihn

silver ndhn, ngén

sit chéh

size mh

sky tin, tin hiing

sleep fan gaau

slow maahn

small ®sai, @small change: sdan
it

SO gam

some yat di taxi stand | dik sf jaahm
someone | person: yat go yahn, there | | |7¢¢ chih
is a person: yAuh yihn telephone | dihn wh
son i television |dihn sih
sorry mh-hbu yi-si temple mfu, miuh
sour sylin ten @sahp, @ten thousand:
space Ohiing gaan, @space ship: maahn
taai hing sythn tennis mbhng kiuh
speak gbng thank dd jeh
spicy laaht that gb+ MW
spring ch&un tin the MW
Stanley |Chek Chylih them kéuih deih
star sing themselves |kéuih deih jih géi
state ®country: gwok g, @the || |then gan jyuh
USA: Méih Gwok there g6 douh
station jaahm therefore |g4 yih
steam jing these nidi
stir-fry |chau they kéuih deih
stop tihng thick hiuh
straight jihk thief chéak
street gaai thin sau
suggest gin yi thing yéh
suit suit me: dam, clothing: sai || |think ném
jong this ni + MW
Sunday |14ih baai yaht those gbdi
surname  |sing thousand  |chin
sweet Q@candy: tong, @adj.: tthm, | | |three siam
@sweet and sour pork: gii time Osih gaan, @freq.: chi
16u yuhk 10 heui
take Dcarry: 16, today gim yaht
@transportation: daap together |yt chiih
tall gou tomato faan ké
tap séui hduh 1omorrow |ting yaht
laste meih tonight gim mAahn
taxi dik i too taai
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top déng we ngbh deih
tourist ®y3uh haak, @tourist week ®l4ih baai, @this week: ni
guide: douh yiuh go l4ih baai, @last week:
traffic ®gaau ting, @traffic jam: seuhng go 14ih baai, @next
sak ché week: hah go 14ih baai
Tsim Sha | Fim Sa Jéui Wellcome |waih Hong
? ut —~ — western s
nesday _|thih baai yih what ®mit yéh, @what time: géi
tunnel seuih douh ,
turn _]yun dim
when @in a statement: dong, @in
two yih ion: o4i sth
ugly chiu yéung ; a-questlon. gel s1
wnere bin douh
understand mihng ohich o MW
® ngbh deih while @when: dong, @but: daahn
USA Méih Gwok .
haih
:z:retables Z::ing Whl:Skey wai sih géi
vegetarian |j ian: ihk white baahlk stk
_].lllst a vegetanz'm. ?ou si who bin go?
j€, the vegetarian is a wife taai thai
‘ buddhist: sihk jaai ge will wihih
;Oeogstanan jaai window chéung
very héu wine j u
vision sih gok wish h&i mohng, jik
wait ding with tihng
waiter sih ying woman néuih yan
walk hiahng work @back to work: faan giing,
wallet ngahn baau ®@do: jouh
want séung worn out  |laahn
wash shi wrong cho
washroom |shi shu gaan Year Onihn, @this year: gam
watch Oto watch: t4i, wrist nin, @last year: gauh nin,
watch: sau biu (M: jek) seuhng nin, @next year:
water séui chéut nin, years old: seui
way ®road: louh, @method: yellow wohng sik
fong faat vesterday |k3hm yaht

you ssingular: néih, *plural: néih deih ge
néih deih yourself  |néih jih géi
your esingular: néih ge, *plural:
néih deih ge
yours singular: néih ge, plural:
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